THE    MAGAZINE    OF   THE    UNIVERSITY   OF    SOUTHERN    MISSISSIPPI    ALUMNI    ASSOCIATION 


\ 


GOLDEN  EAGLES  CLAIM 
28-21  BOWL  VICTORY 


SHOWS  MAKING  MARK 
IN  NATIONS  CAPITAL 


JOINES:  A  BROADWAY 
ORCHESTRA  STANDOUT 


DEAR  FELLOW  ALUMNI, 

It's  a  great  time  to  be  a  Southern  Miss  alumnus. 
Armed  with  our  "Southern"  memories,  friendships  and 
ninety-one  years  of  tradition,  we  look  forward  to  2001 
and  beyond.  Our  alumni  are  optimistic  about  the 
direction  in  which  the  University  is  headed.  We  truly 
are  the  university  for  south  Mississippi  and  beyond. 
There  is  no  other  and  we  will  advance  where  opportu- 
nities allow. 

Our  past  students  are  proving  their  success  nation- 
wide and  their  contributions  are  noticed  around  the 
globe.  Southern  Miss  academics  continue  to  be  hon- 
ored nationally  and  scholastic  excellence  is  pursued 
throughout  the  University.  Athletics  are  strong  as 
always.  It  was  an  exciting  holiday  bowl  win  in  Mobile 
and  Jeff  Bower  is  staying  in  Hattiesburg.  Our  men  and 
women's  basketball  teams  are  having  winning  seasons 
and  the  baseball  team  is  ranked  in  the  preseason  polls. 
We  are  anticipating  the  new  athletic  center  project, 
which  has  now  begun. 

The  physical  changes  at  our  Hattiesburg  and  Gulf 
Coast  campuses  are  profound,  with  new  buildings 
going  up  quickly.  The  campuses  surely  look  different 
than  when  we  went  to  school  there!  There  have  also 
been  aesthetic  improvements.  Along  with  this  progress, 
our  University  will  continue  to  have  its  share  of  chal- 
lenges, such  as  severely  threatening  budget  cuts.  Under 
the  leadership  of  Dr.  Horace  Fleming,  we  will  eventual- 
ly prevail,  and  our  devoted  alumni  will  no  doubt  aid  in 
enduring  these  and  other  obstacles  to  come. 

Bob  Pierce,  Mark  Boyles  and  our  alumni  staff  con- 
tinue to  do  a  top-notch  job  for  us  at  the  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation. We  have  continued  with  the  implementation  of 
a  strategic  plan  to  help  guide  us  into  the  future.  The 
plan  not  only  positions  our  Alumni  Association  with 
leading  alumni  organizations  around  the  country,  but 
also  continues  the  development  of  our  alumni  in  their 
important  role  in  this  institution  of  higher  education. 
Did  you  know  that  in  years  to  come  your  child  might 


be  provided  a  scholarship  by  your  Alumni  Association? 
The  Legacy  Fund  will  eventually  provide  scholarships 
for  children  of  Southern  Miss  alumni.  Twenty  thou- 
sand dollars  have  been  contributed  to  date  from  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Homecoming  Scholarship  Golf 
Tournaments. 

Southern  Miss  is  on  the  threshold  of  its  potential. 
With  your  continued  loyal  support  and  involvement,  our 
beloved  Alma  Mater  will  only  prosper.  It  has  always  been 
a  good  time  to  be  a  Southern  Miss  alum.  As  we  look  for- 
ward, we  know  that  golden  opportunities  await  us. 
Sincerely, 


Donald  W  Benefield,  M.D. 

Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  President,  2000-01 


Dr.  Don  Benefield,  an  opthamalogist  in  Guljport,  comes  from  a  strong 
Southern  Miss  and  Conference  USA  background.  He,  his  brother  and  sister 
followed  their  father's  footsteps  to  the  University,  and  all  three  men  kept 
their  education  in  the  C-USA  family,  receiving  their  doctorates  in  medicine 
from  Tulane  University.  Don,  a  1982  biology  graduate,  and  his  wife,  Patricia 
'82,  are  members  of  the  USM  Honor  Club.  In  addition  to  his  current  term 
as  USMAA  president,  he  has  served  on  the  executive  board  and  as  president 
of  the  Gulf  Coast  chapter  of  the  Alumni  Association. 
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ON  THE  COVER: 

Rodney  Richardson,  owner  of  RARE  Design,  has  built  a  strong 

reputation  as  someone  behind  the  creation  of  such  identities 

as  the  Denver  Broncos  and  the  new  Houston  Texans. 

BACK  COVER: 

Coach  Jeff  Bower  spent  some  time  visiting  with  ESPN's 
Mike  Tirico,  Kirk  Herbstreit,  Dr.  Jerry  Punch  and  Lee  Corso 
prior  to  the  GMAC  Mobile  Alabama  Bowl,  Southern  Miss 
claimed  the  bowl  championship  28-2] 
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ho  are  you?  What  do 
you  do?  Why  do  you 
do  it?  Why  do  you  do  it 
that  way?  How  would 
you  want  people  to 
perceive  you  and  what 
you  do?  How  does  it  all  tie  together? 

No,  it's  not  a  flashback  to  psychology 
classes,  but  the  basis  for  Rodney  Richard- 
son's business,  RARE  Design.  Richardson,  a 
1994  graphic  communication  graduate  of 
Southern  Miss,  opened  his  Hattiesburg- 
based  company  after  working  as  a  graphic 
designer  for  Nike. 


Currently  known  as  the  lead  designer 
of  the  team  that  developed  the  logo  pack- 
age for  the  Houston  Texans,  the  NFLs  new 
expansion  team  that  will  begin  play  in 
2002,  Richardson  does  more  than  come  up 
with  catchy  artwork  to  slap  on  a  helmet  or 
print  on  a  sweatshirt.  That's  where  the 
above  questions  -  and  many  others  -  come 
into  play.  Whether  it's  a  major  player  on  a 
national  stage,  like  an  NFL  team,  or  a  suc- 
cessful local  business,  Richardson  wants  to 
design  an  image,  a  package,  that  sums  up 
that  client  effectively.  In  addition,  consis- 
tency is  a  major  factor  in  the  plan;  any  one 
piece  should  be  able  to  stand  alone  on  its 
own  merit,  but  also  be  a  well- fitting  piece 


of  the  overall  picture. 

"Design  is  more  about  solving  a  busi- 
ness problem  with  aesthetics.  You  are 
hoping  to  position  a  company  for  a  prod- 
uct, a  brand,  and  it's  about  managing  and 
imaging  that  brand,"  Richardson  said.  "I 
try  to  do  whatever  is  best  for  each  specific 
client.  Good  design  is  good  design;  it's  all 
about  trying  to  nail  down  what's  needed 
for  each  client." 

A  good  example  of  Richardson's  work 
is  the  inaugural  season  logo  for  the  Colum- 
bus Blue  Jackets,  the  newest  member  of  the 
National  Hockey  League.  Doug  MacLean, 
the  president  and  general  manager  of  the 
team,  praised  Richardson  as  the  principle 
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designer.  "When  we  were  looking  at  ideas 
for  an  inaugural  logo,  we  wanted  some- 
thing that  would  continue  to  build  on  the 
identity  we're  establishing  with  the  CBJ 
logo  that  appears  on  the  front  of  our  jer- 
seys," said  MacLean.  "I  think  this  inaugural 
season  logo  captures  that  and  at  the  same 
time  symbolizes  and  celebrates  the  begin- 
ning of  a  new  era  in  Columbus,  Ohio  with 
the  Blue  Jackets'  first  season  in  the  Nation- 
al Hockey  League." 

The  logo  was  created  for  the  Blue 
Jackets  by  RARE  Design,  a  year-old  com- 
pany based  in  Hattiesburg,  Mississippi  that 
specializes  in  corporate  identity  and  imag- 
ing. Rodney  Richardson,  owner  and  cre- 
ative director  of  RARE  Design,  started  the 
company  after  a  successful  stint  with  Nike 
Global  Basketball.  "In  creating  the  inaugur- 
al season  logo  for  the  Blue  Jackets,  we 
wanted  to  stay  within  the  context  of  the 
rest  of  the  team  marks,"  said  Richardson, 
who  designed  the  on  court  elements  of 
new  uniforms  worn  this  year  by  the  NBA's 
Los  Angeles  Lakers,  Toronto  Raptors  and 
Miami  Heat.  "We  wanted  the  logo  to  con- 
tinue to  help  define  the  identity  of  the  Blue 
Jackets,  and  1  think  this  logo  does  that." 

Before  delving  into  projects  like  the 
Denver  Broncos'  new  image  and  uniforms, 
Richardson  stayed  close  to  home  after  grad- 
uation, working  at  Bice  Advertising  in  Hat- 
tiesburg. Unlike  many  graduates,  Richard- 
son had  no  trouble  finding  a  job  after  "cap 
and  gown."  He  first  took  a  job  with  Bice  as 
a  student,  then  moved  to  a  full-time  posi- 
tion after  receiving  his  degree. 

A  couple  of  years  later,  he  had  the 
chance  to  move  to  a  designers  dream 
job-Nike.  Three  of  his  Southern  Miss 
friends  had  hired  on  with  Fossil  Watch 
after  graduation,  and  Nike,  through  an 
outside  company  hired  several  of  their 
fellow  employees.  They  told  Richardson 
about  it,  and  he  contacted  the  company 
who  had  done  the  hiring  to  express  his 


interest  in  Nike. 

"Nike  gets  about  40,000  unsolicited 
resumes  a  year,"  Richardson  said.  "I  was 
talking  to  one  of  my  buddies  (at  Fossil), 
and  he  said  'you  should  really  look  into 
this;  you'd  love  it.'  And,  of  course,  who 
wouldn't?  It  was  right  up  the  alley  of  the 
style  I  was  designing.  I  said,  Find  me  a 
name,'  and  he  found  me  the  name  of  the 
headhunter.  I  contacted  and  went  through 
her.  There  were  three  interview  trips  to 
Portland  -  the  entire  process,  from  begin- 
ning to  end,  took  right  at  a  year.  I  got  hired 
for  Team  Sports,  which  is  a  division  of  Nike 
that  outfits  and  works  on  the  identity  of 
teams.  I  started  out  in  NBA  basketball.  We 
worked  on  a  lot  of  apparel  graphics;  outfit 
the  team,  decide  what  went  to  retail  and 
how  it  looked  -  it  was  pretty  cool  to  come 
home  for  Christmas  and  see  your  stuff  in 
the  store." 

In  addition,  he  and  his  NBA  "team- 
mates" worked  on  the  identity  side  of  the 
teams,  such  as  the  hometown  Portland 
Trailblazers,  the  Dallas  Mavericks  and  the 
Toronto  Raptors.  In  fact,  the  Raptors'  current 
uniforms  are  a  direct  result  of  the  work  of 
Richardson's  team. 

However,  before  he  hit  the  hardwood 
circuit,  the  McComb  native  was  first  put  to 
work  on  what  can  be  considered  one  of 
the  biggest  team  identity  overhauls  in 
recent  memory:  the  Denver  Broncos. 

"I  came  in  probably  about  a  third  of 
the  way  through  the  Broncos'  process,  and 
worked  on  that  project  to  completion,"  he 
said.  "I've  also  worked  on  Florida  State, 
the  University  of  Oregon,  among  others. 

"We  had  such  really  good  teams  of 
people  to  work  with.  It  was  a  campus 
environment,  with  a  lot  of  young  people 
from  all  over  the  country.  The  world  head- 
quarters there  is  built  like  a  campus,  with 
a  lake,  a  gym,  and  things  like  that,  It  was  a 
fun  environment;  really  laid-back,  a  foster- 
ing environment  great  for  creativity  They 
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really  understand  that  what  got  them  to 
where  they  are  is  creativity  so  they  really 
encourage  that." 

After  a  few  seasons  focusing  on  the 
NBA,  Richardson  was  shifted  to  the 
Nike  Basketball  division,  which  designs 
basketball  apparel  to  represent  strictly 
Nike  in  the  global  market,  as  opposed 
to  different  teams. 

As  much  as  he  loved  the  working 
environment  of  Nike,  something  came 
along  to  give  him  thoughts  about  moving 
on  -  he  and  his  wife,  Christy,  having  their 
first  child,  a  daughter.  This  life-changing 


project  and  hung  his  RARE  Design  shingle 
in  downtown  Hattiesburg. 

He  had  built  good  relationships,  both 
company- wise  and  client-wise,  while  at 
Nike,  and  he  took  those  relationships  with 
him  as  he  branched  out  on  his  own.  These 
connections  have  served  him  well  as  he 
built  his  company  -  in  fact,  his  first  jobs 
with  RARE  Design  were  Nike  referrals. 

"Moving  back  to  Hattiesburg,  I  knew 
in  a  lot  of  ways,  was  going  to  be  more  diffi- 
cult than  if  we  had  decided  to  move  to  a 
larger  market.  I  was  really  relying  on  build- 
ing on  existing  relationships  that  I  had 


RICHARDSON  HAS  KEPT  HIS  CONNECTIONS  TO  THE  GOLDEN  EAGLE  FAMILY  STRONG  AT  RARE  DESIGN,  UTILIZING 
THE  TALENTS  OF  SOUTHERN  MISS  STUDENTS  ADRIENNE  HICKS  AND  JEREMY  SMITH.  WHO  CAME  FROM  THE 
INTERNSHIP  PROGRAM  HE  SET  UP  WITH  THE  UNIVERSITY. 


experience  got  both  to  thinking  about  their 
new  future  with  a  child  involved.  As  much 
as  they  loved  being  in  Oregon,  they  began 
thinking  about  roots  -  theirs  and  their 
daughters.  They  wanted  family  involved  in 
their  lives  and  in  the  life  of  their  child. 
They  wanted  their  relatives  to  know  their 
girl,  and  vice-versa.  They  didn't  want  it  to 
take  two  days  for  her  to  warm  up  to 
Grandma  because  she  only  saw  her  on 
once-a-year  visits.  And  so  their  eyes  turned 
back  to  the  South,  to  Mississippi  where 
they  both  spent  their  childhoods. 

Richardson  examined  several  work 
opportunities,  but  none  of  them  seemed  to 
click.  They  then  looked  to  past  conversa- 
tions, where  he  discussed  forming  his  own 
company.  After  much  discussion,  planning 
and  organization,  they  moved  to  the  Hub 
City,  and  he  dusted  off  the  name  and  logo 
he  developed  for  his  Southern  Miss  senior 


made  out  there,"  he  said.  "I  really  enjoyed 
what  I  was  doing,  I  loved  it  and  wanted  to 
keep  as  many  contacts  there  (as  I  could).  In 
the  act  of  departing  Nike,  I  made  sure  that 
my  managers,  art  directors  and  creative 
directors  knew  that  my  leaving  was  totally 
personal;  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  my  job. 
My  first  three  jobs  as  RARE  Design  were 
Nike  projects.  As  soon  as  I  got  down  here 
and  set  up  shop,  they  funneled  some  work 
to  me,  which  was  a  huge  relief  to  me 
because  1  wanted  to  continue  to  work  with 
them.  That  meant  a  lot,  to  know  that  those 
bridges  weren't  burned." 

However,  the  stability  of  those  rela- 
tionships and  the  work  stemming  from 
them  has  led  to  some  interesting  hurdles 
as  he  builds  his  business.  It  is  not  uncom- 
mon, he  said,  for  him  to  face  a  certain 
amount  of  stereotyping,  as  potential 
clients  try  to  emphasize  that  they're  "not 


Nike"  and  aren't  looking  for  that  style  of 
work.  This  was  something  that  he  faced 
especially  when  he  first  opened  his  doors 
and  began  building  a  local  clientele.  He 
has  worked  to  assure  people  that  he  is  not 
a  "one  style"  kind  of  guy,  and  the  local 
inroads  continue  to  grow  stronger  as  his 
work  is  seen  around  the  area. 

His  goal  when  he  opened  his  company 
was  to  maintain  an  approximate  balance  of 
50  percent  local  and  50  percent  out-of- 
area  business,  and  he  said  he  has  basically 
maintained  that  goal.  Of  all  of  the  work  he 
has  done,  though,  his  most  recognizable 
RARE  Design  project  would  have  to  be  the 
Houston  Texans. 

"Originally  they  were  just  looking  for 
a  temporary  logo  for  retail  merchandise 
before  they  unveiled  the  big  logo,"  he  said. 
"They  brought  me  and  three  or  four  other 
shops  in  to  do  a  wide  variety  of  what  these 
temporary  logos  might  be.  They  decided 
not  to  go  that  route,  but,  from  working  on 
that  project,  as  the  process  for  the  naming 
and  the  true  mark  evolved,  they  brought 
me  in  to  work  as  art  director  for  the  team. 

"The  setup  was  that  NFL  Properties' 
in-house  design  group  was  working  on  the 
identity,  and  the  team  wanted  a  group  that 
solely  represented  the  interests  of  the  team. 
I  worked  with  the  league,  went  to  focus 
groups,  presented  ideas  and  made  sure  the 
team's  interests  were  there.  The  hope  was 
that  we  would  both  end  up  working  as  a 
team,  and  it  did  end  up  working  out  that 
way;  it  worked  better  than  expected,  I 
believe." 

Although  the  unveiling  of  the  primary 
logo  and  the  name  is  considered  the  pin- 
nacle of  the  project,  the  work  that  went 
into  it  to  make  sure  a  true  identity  was 
developed  took  time,  works  and  reworks, 
and  advice  and  opinions  from  many  people 
-  especially  those  in  Houston. 

"It's  not  just  a  graphic  treatment;  it's  a 
true  problem  of  identifying  what  this  team 
is,"  Richardson  said.  "We  would  talk  with 
the  team  and  talk  with  the  fans  and  ask 
them  questions  -  describe  this  area, 
describe  this  city,  describe  this  team  and 
what  you  want  from  this  team,  what  you 
want  this  team  to  represent.  Those  are  the 
things  that  we  used  to  design  against,  what 
this  team  should  represent.  Then  we'd  take 
the  words  they  used  and  asked  if  the 
graphics  represented  that  to  them." 

And  with  the  unveiling  of  the  identity, 
the  NFLs  32nd  team  came  to  life,  even 
before  the  first  player  has  been  selected. 
The  organization's  personality  and  its 
unique  image  is  already  known  to  the 
public.  Unique  -  and  also  RARE.  5j> 
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AN  INSIDE  LOOK  AT 
WHAT'S  HAPPENING 
WITH  ADMISSIONS 

BY  MATHEW  A  COX 

Director  of  Recruitment  Operations 
&  Alumni  Liaison 

It  is  hard  to  believe  that  it's  time 
to  give  yet  another  update  to  our 
alumni.   It  seems  like  it  was  just  last 
week  when  we  talked  about  the  issues 
involved  with  determining  our  recruit- 
ment market  in  the  fall  issue  of  The 
Talon.   Well,  we've  since  gone  through 
an  entire  fall  semester  and  two-thirds 
of  our  "recruitment  travel  season"  is 
over.  Although  spring  semester  enroll- 
ment on  the  Hattiesburg  campus  is  up 
by  about  Vz  percent,  the  real  work 
continues  to  focus  on  our  prospective 
new  students  for  the  fall  2001  class. 

Over  the  past  four  months  our 
recruiters  have  traveled  extensively 
throughout  Mississippi,  Alabama, 
Louisiana,  the  Florida  panhandle,  and 
Memphis  making  over  400  contacts 
and  visits  with  high  schools,  coun- 
selors, and  students.  We  look  to  com- 
plete the  remaining  travel  portion  of 
this  year's  recruitment  efforts  by  mid 
March,  at  which  time  we  begin  to  shift 
our  focus  to  on-campus  events  like  our 
Presidential  Scholarship  and  Leader- 
ship competitions,  as  well  as  our 
spring  festival,  Saturday  @  Southern 
Miss.   These  are  all  still  to  come  and 
are  major  spring  recruitment  pro- 
grams, after  which  we  should  begin  to 
see  what  our  2001  class  will  look  like. 

An  important,  even  vital,  part  of 
our  continued  success  in  recruiting 
prospective  students  is  alumni  sup- 
port, and  in  my  judgment  we  have 
never  been  given  more  support  than 
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this  year.   Not  only  have  we  gotten  the 
continued  individual  student  referrals 
from  alumni  all  over  the  country,  but  a 
number  of  chapters  and  individuals  on 
their  own  time  and  with  their  own 
resources  have  attended  and  hosted  major 
recruitment  functions.   I  promise  you  that 
when  folks  like  Ira  Middleberg  host  a 
recruitment  reception  at  his  law  offices  in 
New  Orleans  and  Ken  Shearer  does  the 
same  at  his  home  in  Jackson,  there  is  no 
bigger  impact  made  on  prospective  stu- 
dents anywhere  by  any  university.   Here  is 
the  kicker...  these  top-notch  programs, 
these  "home  runs"  hit  with  students  and 
parents,  this  direct  and  effective  way  of 
saying  "this  is  Southern  Miss,"  could  not 
and  would  not  have  happened  without  the 
support  and  dedication  of  alumni  like  Ken 
and  Ira.   To  the  chapters  like  Huntsville, 
Atlanta,  and  Houston...  keep  up  the  hard 
work,  it  IS  making  a  difference.   To  indi- 
viduals without  an  alumni  chapter,  like 


Jubal  Smith  in  Little  Rock,  Arkansas... 
you  are  making  an  impact. 

I  will  not  harp  on  predicted  budget 
cuts  or  our  ability  (or  lack  of)  to  pay  for 
and  sponsor  new  and  innovative  pro- 
grams like  those  previously  mentioned. 
Our  department  has  not  had  a  budget 
increase  in  over  five  years  but  we  have 
continued  to  take  on  more  and  more,  so 
a  cut  certainly  presents  challenges. 
However,  we  do  not  believe  that  this 
automatically  translates  into  any  sort  of 
negative  enrollment  trend.  As  long  as 
we  continue  to  work  harder  and  smarter 
than  "the  other  guys"  and  continue  to 
build  our  alumni  recruitment  base,  I'm 
confident  that  we  will  continue  to  move 
in  the  right  direction.   Make  no  mistake, 
this  is  a  better  place  than  it  has  ever 
been  for  students  to  live,  learn,  and 
grow,  and  they  recognize  that.  We  must 
ALL  stay  on  task  and  support  the  ongo- 
ing recruitment  efforts  of  the  University. 
As  always,  I  welcome  your  comments 
and  suggestions  at  (601)  266-5000  or  by 
e-mail  at  mathew.cox@usm.edu    v*^ 


I  Think  Southern   Miss  is  worth  a  closer  look! 
Please  send  me  more  information. 


Date 


Name 


Social  Security 


Mailing  Address, 


Home  Telephone( 

High  School  Attended. 

Year  of  Graduation 

Sat   Verbal 


Email  Address. 


GPA 


_ACT  Composite. 


Math 


Academic    Interests, 


Extracurricular  Interests 

Did  mother lather 


or  other  relative 


attend  Southern  Miss?  Jleose  list  their  names) 


Please  return  form  to:   Southern  Miss  Office  of  Admissions  •  Box  5tc>c  •  Hattiesburg,  MS  $9406 


BY  CHARITY  MOSELEY  WALLACE 


Imagine  rising  from  your  chair, 
stepping  to  the  podium  of  the 
largest  room  of  the  U.S.  Capitol, 
and  addressing  your  peers  in  the  Chamber 
of  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives.  You 
speak  not  as  one  person,  but  as  one  repre- 
sentative voice  for  a  portion  of  your  state. 
Ronnie  Shows  not  only  imagined  this 
experience,  he  lived  it  when  the  citizens 


of  the  Fourth  District  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi  elected  Ronnie  Shows  to 
serve  as  their  congressman. 

Thirty  years  ago,  Ronnie  Shows  was 
preparing  to  graduate  from  The  Universi- 
ty of  Southern  Mississippi  and  enter  a 
career  in  education.  He  was  not  a  typical 
college  student.   He  was  juggling  school 
and  family  life.    He  was  a  student,  a  hus- 
band, and  a  father  to  his  wife  Johnnie 
Ruth's  three  sons.  At  school,  he 
attended  classes  and  was  a 
walk-on  on  the  basketball 
team  for  a  short  time.  He 
had  played  basketball  in 
high  school  and  at 
Jones  Junior  College, 
but  found  it  too  hard 
to  keep  playing  on  the 
team  with  schoolwork 
and  a  family.   Outside 
of  school,  he  worked  to 
make  extra  money. 
"When  I  was  not  in 
class,  1  was  at  home  help- 
ing my  father-in-law— fix- 
ing fences  and  bailing  hay 


trying  to  to  make  extra  money  to  make 
ends  meet." 

Shows  felt  at  ease  at  Southern  Miss 
and  developed  friends  in  classes  and 
playing  intramural  basketball  with  the 
BayRats.  "I  was  intimidated  by  the  size  of 
the  school,  but  it  was  a  good  atmosphere 
and  I  felt  comfortable  with  the  faculty 
and  friends,"  recalls  Shows.  After  much 
hard  work  and  with  the  support  of  his 
wife,  Ronnie  Shows  graduated  in  1971. 
He  served  as  a  teacher  and  basketball 
coach  at  Prentiss  Junior  High  School, 
Lawrence  Academy,  Columbia  Academy, 
and  Bassfield  Elementary  School  before 
making  a  decision  that  would  lead  to  a 
different  path  that  proved  to  be  successful. 

His  jump  from  education  to  politics 
was  not  one  Shows  had  planned;  the 
encouragement  of  family  and  friends 
sparked  his  new  career.  "I  was  on  Christ- 
mas break  from  school  in  1975,  and  1 
was  getting  ready  to  go  bird  hunting.  My 
father-in-law  told  me  I  needed  to  get  into 
politics,  that  I  needed  to  run  for  circuit 
clerk."  In  the  process  of  buying  ammuni- 
tion for  his  hunt,  two  other  men 
approached  Shows  with  the  idea  of  run- 
ning for  circuit  clerk.  Within  one  hour, 
three  people  convinced  a  man  who  had 
never  even  run  for  a  class  office  in  school 
to  enter  the  world  of  politics. 

The  year  1976  marked  the  beginning 
of  Ronnie  Shows'  public  service  as  the 
citizens  of  Jefferson  Davis  County  elected 
him  circuit  clerk.   Discovering  that  his 
current  office  was  too  confining  and  he 
longed  to  further  serve  his  fellow  citi- 
zens, Shows  ran  for  a  seat  in  the  Missis- 
sippi Legislature  and  was  elected  to  the 
Mississippi  State  Senate  in  1980.   Shows 
became  a  strong  figure  around  the  state 
Capitol  and  on  the  committees  of  Appro- 
priations, Rules,  and  Oil  and  Gas.  He 
enjoyed  serving  as  a  senator  and  after 
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one  year  in  Jackson,  he  unveiled  a  new 
desire.   "I  told  my  wife  I'd  love  to  be  a 
congressman,"  he  recalled. 

Shows  served  two  full  terms  and  was 
elected  to  a  third  term.  "I  almost  ran  for 
Congress  in  1988.   I  just  didn't  have  the 
money  to  run,  so  I  waited,  but  it  was 
always  in  the  back  of  my  mind,"  said 
Shows.   Meanwhile,  Shows  entered  and 
won  a  1988  special  election  to  fill  the  seat 
of  Southern  District  transportation  com- 
missioner.  Shows  served  as  transporta- 
tion commissioner  for  10  years,  proving 
to  the  citizens  of  South  Mississippi  his 
leadership  and  hard  work. 

When  Mike  Parker  decided  not  to  seek 
re-election  for  his  seat  in  Congress,  Ron- 
nie Shows  was  the  first  to  qualify  to  run. 
He  campaigned  hard  and  in  1998  defeat- 
ed Republican  candidate  Delbert  Hose- 
man  when  the  citizens  of  the  Fourth  Dis- 
trict of  the  State  of  Mississippi  elected  him 
to  serve  in  the  United  States  Congress. 

It  is  a  long  way  from  Mississippi  to 
Washington,  D.C.,  and  even  greater  is  the 
difference  between  the  Mississippi  State 
Legislature  and  Congress,  but  it  took  little 
time  for  the  Jones  County  native  to  learn 
the  ropes  of  the  United  States  Capital. 
His  experience  in  government  served  him 
well.   In  his  first  term,  he  gained  a  seat  as 
the  ranking  freshman  Democrat  on  the 
oldest  and  largest  committee  in  Congress- 
-the  Transportation  and  Infrastructure 
Committee.  He  was  also  appointed  to  the 
Veterans'  Affairs  Committee  where  he 
fights  for  a  group  of  citizens  he  holds 
dear—our  nation's  veterans  and  military 
retirees. 

'Whether  helping  an  older  person 
with  social  security,  helping  senior  citizens 
get  prescription  medicine,  helping  military 
servicemen  overseas,  or  helping  someone 
with  housing,  the  most  rewarding  part  of 
being  a  congressman  is  the  ability  to 
assist  others,"  insists  Shows. 

Another  aspect  of  the  job  that  Shows 
enjoys  is  the  relationships  he  has  built. 
Rep.  Shows  values  the  friendships  that  he 


has  developed  in  Washington,  relation- 
ships with  people  on  both  sides  of  the 
aisle.   He  insists  that  "moderate  Democ- 
rats and  Republicans  make  the  operations 
in  Washington  work." 


THE  CONGRESSIONAL  BASEBALL  GAME  LAST  YEAR. 


Shows  served  as  a  celebrity  referee  for 
the  Delta  Tau  Delta/Heilig  Meyers  Cystic 
Fibrosis  Corporate  Challenge.  The  Fraternity 
surprised  him  with  a  birthday  cake  at  the 
press  conference. 

Shows  finds  partisanship  the  most 
challenging  part  of  Congress  and  encour- 
ages people  to  look  beyond  party  affilia- 
tion and  make  judgements  of  people,  not 
their  party.   'When  people  ask  me  what 
party  I  belong  to  I  tell  them  the  American 
party.   1  believe  in  the  same  values  most 
people  in  Mississippi  do." 


Shows  encourages  citizens  to  take  an 
active  involvement  in  their  communities, 
and  that  begins  with  voting.   "It  doesn't 
matter  if  it's  a  mayors  race,  supervisors 
race,  or  presidential  election,  each  vote 
does  make  a  difference, "  said  Shows. 

Shows  expresses  concern  about  the 
lack  of  support  of  education  and  law 
enforcement  and  urges  citizens  to  take  an 
active  role  in  supporting  them.   "It  does- 
n't matter  if  you  are  a  mechanic,  secretary, 
or  lawyer,  one  person  can  make  a  differ- 
ence. People  need  to  get  involved  to  see 
what  we  can  do  to  help  our  younger  gen- 
eration with  the  tnbulations  they  are  fac- 
ing," Shows  remarked. 

It  is  hard  juggling  between  Washing- 
ton, D.C.,  and  his  home  in  Bassfield,  but 
Congressman  Ronnie  Shows  has  main- 
tained a  great  presence  in  South  Missis- 
sippi.  Citizens  can  find  him,  eager  to  lis- 
ten and  help,  at  a  local  event  one  day,  and 
turn  their  television  to  C-Span  the  next 
day  and  find  him  presenting  a  bill.   Con- 
stituents of  Shows  found  his  first  term  a 
success  and  re-elected  him  for  a  second 
term  in  November  2000,  defeating  chal- 
lenger Dunn  Lampton. 

From  circuit  clerk  to  U.S.  Congress- 
man, Ronnie  Shows  has  served  with 
devotion  and  dignity,  and  always  earning 
with  him  a  love  of  Southern  Miss.  He 
attends  football  and  basketball  games 
when  he  gets  a  chance,  and  students  and 
patrons  can  often  find  him  shooting 
hoops  or  working  out  at  the  Payne  Cen- 
ter. In  1999,  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Alumni  Association  inducted 
him  into  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame. 
Shows  promotes  his  school  spirit  in 
Washington  when  he  gets  a  chance.   He 
donned  a  Southern  Miss  baseball  uniform 
at  a  congressional  baseball  game. 

"I  developed  good  friends,  had  a 
great  time  in  classes,  and  enjoyed  playing 
basketball,  as  a  walk-on  and  in  intra- 
murals,"  said  Shows  of  his  Southern 
Miss  experience.  "  I  wouldn't  take  anything 
for  it."  E£ 
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1  Seymour  lets  everyone  know  who's 
Number  1  in  his  eyes! 

2  The  Golden  Eagles  celebrate  after  the 
game-clinching  touchdown. 

A  pair  of  Santa's  Dixie  Darlings  pose 
during  the  pre  bowl  festivities. 

The  Pride  of  Mississippi  hit  the  streets 
during  the  pregame  parade. 


ric  and  DeQuincy  Scott  show  off 
championship  trophy. 

Kelby  Nance  breaks  through  the  TCU 
defense  for  some  of  his  career-high  104 
yards  rushing. 

7  A  Mardi  Gras  parade  was  just  one  of 
the  pregame  offerings. 

8  Southern  Miss  players  visit  a  Mobile 
children's  hospital. 


9    Jeff  Bower  at  the  postgame  press 
conference  after  the  bowl  victory. 


All  photos  by  Danny  Rawls 
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Do  You  Know  Someone  Who 
Deserves  To  Be  Recognized? 


Here  isjpour  chance  to  do  it! 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association  is  receiving  nominations  for  the  awards  and  service  positions  it  selects  on  an 
annual  basis.  You  can  use  this  form  to  nominate  a  Southern  Miss  alum  for  i)  the  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame,  2)  service  on  the  International 
Board  of  Directors,  or  3)  one  of  the  several  Association  awards  presented  at  Homecoming. 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI  ALUMNI 
HALL  OF  FAME 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni 
Hall  of  Fame  was  established  to  recognize  those 
whose  contributions  of  time  and  money  have 
helped  move  Southern  Miss  forward.  Areas  for 
consideration  include  service  to  the  University, 
membership  and  service  to  the  Alumni  Associ- 
ation, community  activities,  and  business  or  professional  activities. 
Nominations  must  be  received  in  writing.  The  nominee  must  have 
graduated  or  last  attended  at  least  fifteen  years  previously.  Graduates 
and  former  students  both  living  and  deceased  will  be  considered.  A 
ceremony  is  held  for  the  seven  inductees  each  fall  on  the  Friday 
evening  of  Homecoming  Weekend. 

INTERNATIONAL  ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 
BOARD  OF  DIRECTORS 

Each  year,  at  Homecoming,  the  Association  elects  a  President,  Presi- 
dent Elect,  Vice  President,  and  seven  (7)  Directors.  The  Directors  are 
elected  for  three-year  terms  that  begin  at  the  start  of  the  fiscal  year 
(July  i)  following  the  Homecoming  at  which  they  were  elected.  The 
International  Board  of  Directors,  composed  of  thirty-one  alumni,  is 
the  governing  body  for  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association.  The 
Board  meets  quarterly  to  discuss  the  operations  of  the  Association  and 
to  conduct  planning  and  policy  making  for  the  future  of  the  organi- 
zation. 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION  ANNUAL  AWARDS 

The  Alumni  Association  presents  other  awards  during  the  Annual 
Awards  Brunch  on  the  Saturday  of  Homecoming.  The  awards  pre- 
sented include  the  following: 

•  Outstanding  Service  Award  —  given  to  seven  (7)  alumni  for  their 
service  to  the  University 

•  Continuous  Service  Award  —  given  to  five  (5)  alumni  for  their  long- 
term  efforts  for,  and  dedication  to,  Southern  Miss 

•  Special  Service  Award  —  given  to  individuals,  not  necessarily  alumni, 
who  have  made  a  significant,  unique  contribution  to  the  University, 
community,  or  their  professions 

•  Outstanding  Young  Alumnus/Alumna  Award  —  given  to  one  alum 
thirty-six  years  of  age  or  younger  who  has  made  contributions  of  time 
and  effort  to  the  University,  community,  and  his/her  profession 

•  Meritorious  Service  Award  —  given  to  one  alum  who  has  continued 
to  give  of  his/her  time  and  talents  throughout  the  years,  to  recognize 

1      outstanding  alumni  support,  professional 

achievement,  loyalty,  and  service  to  the  University 
%^^  •    Friend  of  Southern  Miss  Award  -given  to  one 
k  I  I      individual  who  is  not  an  alum  but  has  con- 

ii.V       l      tributed  greatly  to  the  progress  of  Southern  Miss 
^r     ^      throughout  the  years 


•  Scott  Caldwell  Award  for  Outstanding  Chapter  President  —  given 
in  honor  of  Southern  Miss  alumnus  Scott  Caldwell,  who  died  of 
cancer  during  his  term  as  president  of  the  Mobile,  Alabama,  Alumni 
Chapter  in  1992,  to  recognize  an  outstanding  president  of  a  metro 
alumni  chapter,  community  alumni  chapter,  or  alumni  club. 

Additional  information  on  any  of  these  awards  can  be  obtained  from 
the  Alumni  Association. 

TO  NOMINATE,  SIMPLY  SUBMIT  A  LETTER  OF 
NOMINATION  THAT  INCLUDES  THE  FOLLOWING 
INFORMATION  TO  THE  SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
ASSOCIATION. 

Category  for  which  the  nomination  is  being  made: 

LI  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame 

U  International  Board  of  Directors 
U  Annual  Awards 

Include  nominee's  name,  contact  address,  contact  phone,  contact 
e-mail,  year  of  graduation/final  year  of  attendance  and  major, 
occupation/profession,  and  employer/company. 
Please  provide  a  response  to  the  following  questions. 

•  Is  nominee  an  active  (annual  or  life)  member  of  the  Alumni  Association? 

•  Has  the  University  recognized  nominee  in  the  past  (either  as  an  under- 
graduate or  alumnus)?  If  yes,  please  list  award  or  type  of  recognition. 

•  Please  list  all  areas  in  which  the  nominee  currently  supports,  or  is 
involved  with,  the  University  or  has  supported,  or  been  involved  with, 
Southern  Miss  in  the  past. 

•  Please  list  all  areas  in  which  the  nominee  is  involved,  or  has  been 
involved,  in  the  community,  including  any  awards  or  recognition 
received. 

•  Please  list  all  areas  in  which  the  nominee  is  involved,  or  has  been 
involved,  in  his/her  profession,  including  any  awards  or  recognition 
received. 

•  Is  nominee  a  member  of  the  USM  Foundation  Honor  Club  (academic 
support),  the  Southern  Miss  Eagle  Club  (athletic  support),  and/or  the 
Partners  for  the  Arts  (arts  support)? 

•  Finally,  why  do  you  believe  this  individual  should  be  considered  for  the 
award  or  position  selected? 

Also  include  your  name,  address,  phone,  and  e-mail. 

Please  submit  letter  of  nomination  to 

Bob  Pierce,  Executive  Director 

Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association 

Ogletree  Alumni  House 

Box  5013  •  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 

Phone:  (601)  266-5013  •  Fax:  (601)  266-4214 
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The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 

College  of  The  Arts 

Upcoming  Events 


ART 

Richmond  Barthe  Sculptures,  March  12-23 
Annual  Dept.  of  Art  Student  Show,  April  3-20 

MUSIC 

Union  Planters  Bank  Connoisseur  Series  presents 

the  Illinois  Reed  Trio,  March  3 

USM  Choirs  concert,  March  22 

Symphony  Orchestra  season  presents 

Masterful  Music  with  Itzhak  Perlman,  March  29 

Southern  Arts  Pro  Musica  concert,  April  1 

THEATRE  AND  DANCE 

Lee  Blessing's  Fortinbras,  March  29-31,  April  3-7 
Silver  and  Boyd's  A-My  Name  is  Alice,  April  24-29 


FOR  TICKETS,  CALL  THE  SOUTHERN  MISS  TICKET  OFFICE 

at  (601)  266-5418  or  go  on-line  at  <www.tickets.usm.edu>. 

For  more  information  on  these  and  other  College  of  The  Arts  events, 
call  (601)  266-4984  or  check  out  The  Arts  calendar  at  <www.arts.usm.edu>. 


•  SIW  •  SIW  •  SIHV  •  SIHV  •  S1HV  • 


The  Pride  of  Mississippi 
Marching  Band 


School  Songs  &  Cheers 

Halftime  Shows 

Pride  Inspirationals 


Compact  Disc  on  Sale 

Pick  up  your  copy  at  the  USM 
Bookstore  or  order  online  at 
<www.bookstore.usm.edu>. 

AA/EOE/ADAI  ppskxxs  . 


Enjoy 
a  one  car  class 
upgrade  from 

Hertz. 


Enjoy  a  one  car  class  upgrade  and  your  member  discount. 

(J)o  receive  your  discount,  use  your  Hertz  GDP  #  when  making 
your  reservation.  Then  present  your  membership  card  along 
with  the  coupon  below  at  the  time  of  rental. 


One  Car  Class  Upgrade 


Mention  this  offer  and  your  C.DWt  when  reserv- 
ing and  renting  a  mid-size  through  full-size  ear 
(GklSS  C,  D  or  F)  for  a  day,  weekend  or  week  at 
Hertz  Standard  or  Leisure  Rates.  At  the  time  of 
rental,  surrender  diis  coupon  and  present  your 
membership  card  or  Hertz  Member  Discount 
Card  for  identification.  If  a  ear  from  die  next 
higher  class  is  available,  you'll  lie  dming  it  at  the 
discounted,  lower  ear  CUSS  rate. 

Call  your  travel  agent,  call  I  lertz  at 
1-800-654-22 10  or  \isit  wwwJbertz.com. 

Advance  reservations  are  required  as  blackout 

periods  may  apply,  in  some  cities  at  .some  times. 
especially  during  periods  of  peak  demand.  This 
offer  is  redeemable  at  participating  I  fata  kx.ii- 
tions  in  the  U.S..  Canada  and  Puerto  Rico  and  is 
subject  tt:  vehicle  a\  :iilabilit\  1  lighest  obtainable 
upgrade  is  to  a  Premium  (Class  G)  car 


CDP#  must  appear  on  rental  record 


Tlus  coupon  has  no  cash  \-.ihie.  must  be  surren- 
dered on  rental  ;uid  may  not  be  used  widi  any 
odicr  CDP#,  coupon,  discount,  rate  or  pronxxion 
1  lertz  standard  driver  and  credit  qualifications  for 
dw  renting  location  apply  :uxi  die  air  must  Iv 
returned  to  dial  kieation.  Minimum  rental  .uje  is 
25  widi  dus  offer  Call  for  details. 
COUPON  EXPIRES  12OL01 

USAlinadi  PC*  152401 
Puerto  Rico  PC*  152412 


exactly. 


Hen?  rcms  Fords  and  other  line  ears  ®REG  U.S.  PAT.  OFF  i1  HERTZ  SYSTEMS,  INC.  2000. 


Howard  Joines:  The 


BY  RAYMOND  REEVES 


For  years,  percussionist  Howard 
Joines  '80  has  made  his  living  with 
the  drumsticks,  among  other 
instruments.  Lately,  he  has  been 
adding  another  stick  to  his  reper- 
toire -  the  baton. 

Born  in  Brooklyn,  Joines  has  made  his 
return  to  the  Empire  State  a  successful 
one.  He  has  become  a  fixture  on  Broadway 
at  Radio  City  Music  Hall,  and  in  concerts 
and  recordings  of  various  types.  His  per- 
cussion work  has  been  a  part  of  such 
Broadway  smashes  as  "Miss  Saigon"  and 
"Les  Miserables";  on  television;  and  in  film 
scores.  His  work  has  even  been  a  part  of 
Coca-Cola  and  Maxwell  House  commercial 
jingles,  among  others. 

In  addition  to  being  born  in  New  York, 
he  was  raised  in,  among  other  places,  Flori- 
da; educated  in  Mississippi;  followed  Frank 
Sinatra's  lead  -  if  you  can  make  it  there, 
you'll  make  it  anywhere  -  and  headed  back 
to  New  York.  Quite  a  circle.  However, 
Joines'  story  really  began  in  the  Air  Force. 

"My  dad  was  in  the  service,  so  we  trav- 
eled quite  a  bit.  I  moved  from  New  York  to 
Ft.  Walton  Beach;  we  were  then  transferred 
for  two  or  three  years  to  Hawaii.  We  spent 
a  year  in  New  Jersey,  then  back  to  Florida 
again,"  he  said.  "I  was  playing  in  the  jazz 
band  in  Choctahatchee,  we  did  a  tour,  and 
we  played  a  show  at  Southern  Mississippi. 
That  was  my  junior  year  at  Choctahatchee, 
and  Raoul  Jerome  heard  me  and  pretty 
much  talked  me  into  coming  to  Southern." 

Joines  was  considering  three  collegiate 
options;  besides  Southern  Miss,  he  was 
looking  into  both  Florida  State  and  Miami. 
He  chose  to  become  a  Golden  Eagle, 
accepting  both  a  McCurdy  Scholarship  and 
a  scholarship  with  The  Pride  of  Mississippi. 

"It  worked  out  great  that  I  could  go 
there.  The  school's  reputation  was  pretty 
high;  in  fact,  our  school's  assistant  band 
director  was  Charlie  Sills,  and  he  was  an 
alum,  and  he  had  very  high  praise  for  the 


school,"  Joines  said.  "I  also  knew  of  the 
reputation  of  a  teacher  there,  Sherman 
Hong,  who  still  teaches  music  ed  there. 

"I  remember  coming  up  (to  Southern 
Miss)  early  because  I  was  marching  in  The 
Pride;  we  had  the  percussion  camp,  which 
started  a  few  weeks  early.  It  was  actually  an 
easy  transition  because  I  was  a  part  of  the 
band.  I  was  there  for  music,  that  was  my 
primary  focus,  and  I  was  also  there  for  the 
Honors  College  (where  he  graduated  first 
in  his  class)  and  a  good  education.  Coming 
in  early  for  the  band  camp  made  for  a  nice 
transition,  and  I  guess  you're  kind  of  in  a 
family  once  you're  in  the  band  program 
there;  everybody's  practicing,  everybody's 
hanging  out  together." 

From  high  school  to  college,  teachers 
affiliated  with  Southern  Miss  grabbed  his 
attention,  especially  the  person  who  con- 
vinced Joines  to  become  a  part  of  the  Uni- 
versity -Jerome. 

"To  begin  with,  I  was  playing  in  jazz  lab 


my  first  year.  If  I  had  gone  to  a  conservato- 
ry, like  Eastman  -  which  is  where  I  got  my 
master's  -  or  had  gone  to  school  at,  say, 
North  Texas  or  Northwestern,  there's  no 
way  I'd  have  played  in  the  first  band  as  a 
freshman.  That  gave  me  an  incredible 
amount  of  good  experience,  right  off  the 
bat.  Raoul  Jerome  was,  I  guess  you  would 
say,  my  mentor,"  Joines  said.  "He  was  an 
amazingly  positive  influence.  Jerome  also 
did  a  lot  of  commercial  work  in  the  area,  all 
over  the  state.  He  got  me  working  profes- 
sionally, basically  from  my  first  day  there.  1 
played  in  his  trio,  playing  anything  from 
somebody's  wedding  at  the  Hattiesburg 
Country  Club  to  the  Miss  USA  Pageant. 

"We  played  with  a  lot  of  traveling  acts 
that  came  through,  like  Myron  Floren  of 
the  Lawrence  Welk  Show  -  my  mom 
thought  I  had  'made  it'  when  I  played  with 
him!  We  also  played  for  a  lot  of  the  old 
jazz  band  leaders  from  the  '40s  and  '50s 
who  would  come  through,  and  they'd  pick 
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Beat  Goes 


up  a  band  when  they  went  through.  I 
picked  up  a  lot  of  professional  experience, 
which,  if  you're  going  to  be  a  player,  is  as 
important  as  your  schooling." 

Joines  took  both  the  educational  and 
performing  experiences  to  the  prestigious 
Eastman  School  of  Music,  receiving  his 
masters  in  a  year  and  a  half.  He  then 
began  his  odyssey,  through  canceled  tours 
and  panned  shows,  phone  calls  and  pur- 
sued leads.  His  contacts  paid  off  by  getting 
him  in  at  Radio  City  Music  Hall,  where  he 
began  the  establishment  of  his  musical 
reputation  in  the  Big  Apple.  According  to 
him,  once  you  get  in,  the  music  world 
there  is  a  small  place,  and  your  reputation 
can  either  open  doors  at  an  ever-quicken- 
ing pace,  or  close  those  same  doors  in 
your  face.  Fortunately,  Joines  developed  a 
strong  reputation,  and  the  wheels  started 
spinning  on  his  NYC  career. 

Lately,  he  has  looked  to  expand  his 
role  to  outside  the  orchestra  pit,  and  has 
stepped  into  the  conductor's  spot  at  times 
since  1998,  controlling  the  baton  during 
occasional  performances  of  "Miss  Saigon." 
However,  that  position  has  been  one  with 
which  he  has  become  more  familiar;  he  left 
"Miss  Saigon"  in  February,  2000  to  become 
assistant  conductor,  percussionist  and 
orchestra  contractor  for  "Jesus  Christ, 
Superstar"  and  followed  that  by  accepting 
the  same  position  with  "The  Full  Monty." 

"I'm  particularly  proud  of  my  work 
with  Jesus  Christ  Superstar,'"  Joines  said. 
"It  was  a  great  transition  from  'Saigon,'  and 
the  first  time  I'd  been  hired  as  a  bonafide 
conductor  ...  which  reflects  highly  on 
Southern  Mississippi,  since  I've  always 
regarded  my  conducting  studies  with  Joe 
Barry  Mullins  as  the  most  useful  of  my 
career,  more  so  than  any  lessons  I've  had 
since,  privately  or  at  Eastman.  I  also  man- 
aged to  put  my  USM  mathematics  minor  to 
work,  since,  as  the  orchestra  contractor  at 
'Superstar,'  I  was  responsible  for  the  payroll 
for  up  to  90  musicians  a  week.  Had  to 
practice  both  my  Excel  and  baton  chops!" 

It  would  be  easy  to  focus  on  Joines' 


work  on  Broadway  -  after  all,  what  could 
be  a  better  professional  location  for  any 
musician  than  the  Great  White  Way? 
While  he  is  obviously  glad  to  have  made  it 
to  the  orchestra  pits  of  some  of  the  world's 
most  recognizable  stages,  he  is  also  pleased 
with  other  aspects  of  his  work  -  some  of 
which  virtually  no  one  would  think  of,  in 
terms  of  "big  time"  performances.  Besides 
the  aforementioned  cola  and  coffee  jingles, 
His  work  appears  in  such  places  as  the 
"IDs"  for  PBS,  Lifetime,  ESPN  and  USA 
networks.  In  other  words,  the  now-famous 
"Da  da  da,  da  da  da"  that  any  sports  fan 
recognizes  as  the  ESPN  SportsCenter  intro 
music  had  to  be  originally  performed  by 
someone,  now  didn't  it? 

His  work  has  shown  up  on  "Sesame 
Street,"  and  he  has  also  been  heard  (and 
seen)  on  the  soap  opera  "Guiding  Light", 
among  other  shows.  His  various  percus- 
sionistic  stylings  have  made  their  way  to 
the  soundtrack  as  well;  his  silver  screen 
work  includes  such  films  as  "Snake  Eyes" 
and  "Little  Shop  of  Horrors."  He  was  also  a 
part  of  the  instrumental  cast  for  the  Broad- 
way version  of  the  "Les  Miserables"  sound- 
track, as  well  as  Jewel's  recent  Christmas 
album  release.  Lately,  he  has  also  partici- 
pated in  the  Radio  City  Grand  Reopening 
Gala  (which  was  also  televised  live)  and 
the  1999  MTV  Awards. 

Joines  has  used  his  musical  abilities  in 
a  more  "traditional"  venue  as  well;  he  has 
worked  in  both  concerts  and  tours  with 
such  varied  performers  as  Ann  Margret, 
the  Mamas  and  the  Papas,  Bo  Diddley  and 
Jean-Luc  Ponty.  Most  recently  he  has  per- 
formed concerts  with  Whitney  Houston, 
Michael  McDonald  (one  of  his  self-pro- 
fessed musical  heroes)  and  Marvin  Ham- 
lisch  (with  the  Jacksonville  Symphony). 

Not  bad  for  a  guy  who  just  plays  the 
drums,  right?  Well,  Joines'  musical  career 
involves  much  more  than  just  beating  on 
the  skins.  For  starters,  his  resume  says 
"Howard  Joines:  Drums,  Percussion,  Elec- 
tronic Percussion."  A  perfect  example 
would  be  "Miss  Saigon."  He  and  fellow- 


percussionist  Michael  Hinton 
helped  prepare  for  the  Broad- 
way opening  of  this  award- 
winning  play,  and  their  set-up 
consisted  of  over  70  Asian 
and  European  percussion 
instruments,  along  with  an 
additional  20  sampled  percus- 
sion instruments  played  from 
synthesizers.  Especially  at  this 
level,  percussionists  like 
Joines  don't  just  "keep  the 
beat,"  but  perform  a  virtual 
three-hour  aerobic  master- 
piece by  keeping  all  of  their 
instruments,  both  big  and 
small,  in  check  and  in  play  at 
the  right  moments. 

His  work  includes  the 
show  he  considers  his  favorite; 
"Les  Miserables,"  which  he  fell 
in  love  with,  musically,  before 
looking  at  it  from  a  profession- 
al perspective  -  or  even  from 
the  stage.  "It's  such  an  incredi- 
ble story,  and  1  think  the  tran- 
sition to  a  musical  was 
genius,"  he  said.  "I  would  have 
never  thought  it  would  have 
worked,  knowing  the  story 
line  before  there  was  a  musi- 
cal. But,  when  I  first  heard  the 
music,  I  was  taken  by  it.  I 
actually  played  the  show  For 
three  years  before  I  saw  it. 
And  still,  knowing  every  lyric 
and  even,-  note  in  the  show,  it 
moved  me;  it's  such  an  incred- 
ible show." 

From  a  strictly  musical 
perspective,  "Miss  Saigon" 
ranks  as  his  favorite.  The  per- 
cussion is  such  a  strong  part  of 
the  musical  story  line,  that  it 
was  certain  to  grab  him.  "It  the 
drums  are  not  there,  there's 
not  a  show,"  he  said    E*** 


win; 


FROM      THE      ARCHIVES 


MORE  COOKIN' 


BY  YVONNE  ARNOLD 

University  Archives 


"Each  person  has  a 
destiny,  mostly  small, 
but  sometimes  large,  to 
perform,  as  he  walks 
from  the  sunrise  to  the 
sunset  of  life. " 

The  foregoing  quota- 
tion was  Dr.  Robert 
Cecil  Cook's  philosophy, 
as  expressed  in  the 
1976-77  edition  of 
Who's  Who  in  America, 
and  it  seems  to  have 
fit  him  to  the  prover- 
bial "T."  Fortunately, 
his  destiny  was 
inexorably  linked 
with  that  of  USM, 
and  it  is  for  that 
reason  that  we 
have  dwelt  at  such 
length  on  the 
Cook  presidency. 

The  list  of 
Cook's  accom- 
plishments and 


(TOP  PHOTO)  COEDS  AT  HATTIESBURG 
HALL  PEER  OVER  TRANSOM  AT 
"RAIDERS. "(BOTTOM  PHOTO)    (1952) 


contributions  during  his  nine-and-one- 
half-year  presidency  could  stretch  to 
infinity,  but  suffice  it  to  say  that  his 
innovative  and  progressive  style,  coupled 
with  his  efforts  at  developing,  reorga- 
nizing and  diversifying  the  curriculum 
set  the  institution  on  a  path  toward 
university  status.    It  was  said  of  Dr. 
Cook  that  he  "made  Mississippi 
Southern  (College)  respectable." 

In  addition  to  a  strong  academic 
program,  Cook  felt  that  a  well-rounded 
social  life  was  essential  to  college  stu- 
dents.  To  that  end,  he  worked  to 
increase  Greek  activity  on  campus  by 
encouraging  local  fraternities  and  soror- 
ities to  affiliate  themselves  with  national 
groups.   By  1952,  Southern  Miss  boast- 
ed six  chapters  of  social  fraternities  and 
seven  chapters  of  social  sororities  —  all 
nationally  affiliated.   A  number  of  acad- 
emic and  honorary  organizations  were 
also  added,  including  Phi  Delta  Kappa 
and  Omicron  Delta  Kappa. 

According  to  Dr.  Cook,  the  only 
serious  disciplinary  problem  during  his 


ZETA  SIGMA  SOCIAL  FRATERNITY  IN  FRONT  OF  WWI  MEMORIAL.  (CA.  1947) 
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(ABOVE  PHOTO)  COOK  FAMILY  PORTRAIT  (CA  1960S) 

(RIGHT  PHOTO)  DR.  R.C.  COOK  WITH  IHL  BOARD  COLLEAGUES  MIRIAM 
SIMMONS  AND  BOBBBY  CHAIN.  (CA.  1978) 


presidency  was  a  midnight  "panty  raid" 
in  the  spring  of  1952.  Approximately 
150  male  students  descended  on  the 
girls'  dormitories  with  cries  of  "Don't 
get  frantic;   we  want  your  panties."   A 
minor  altercation  between  professors 
and  students  occurred  at  Hickman  Hall, 
and  while  there  were  no  significant 
injuries,  a  door  was  torn  down  by  a 
student.   Details  of  the  raid  are  sketchy, 
but  it  apparently  ended  when  police 
carrying  riot  guns  appeared  at  Hatties- 
burg  Hall  (Student  Printz,  May  27, 
1952).   Meanwhile,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Cook 
were  en  route  to  Hattiesburg  after  a 
business  trip  to  Washington.   When 
their  train  arrived  in  Birmingham,  they 
were  greeted  by  a  telegram  apprising 
them  of  the  situation.   Arriving  in  Hat- 
tiesburg at  6:00  p.m.,  Dr.  Cook  went 
directly  to  his  office,  where  the  dean 
and  several  professors  gave  him  the 
lowdown.   The  next  morning,  Dr.  Cook 
called  a  meeting  of  the  entire  student 
body  and  asked  that  the  perpetrators 
come  to  his  office  and  turn  in  their 
names.    He  must  have  been  powerfully 
persuasive,  because  141  students 
turned  their  names  in  at  the  president's 
office.     Punishment  was  swift  and  sure, 
as  a  faculty  discipline  committee  sus- 
pended eight  of  the  offenders,  placed 
39  on  probation,  severely  reprimanded 
80,  and  scheduled  the  rest  for  further 
investigation.   When  asked  what  sort  of 


reparation  could  be  expected  for  the 
purloined  property,  Dr.  Cook  replied 
that  "the  students  who  were  suspended 
and  those  put  on  probation  will  pay  for 
the  loss  on  pro  rata  basis." 

Dr.  Cook  resigned  as  president  of 
Mississippi  Southern  College,  effective 
December  31,  1954,   to  become  vice 
president  and  general  manager  of  a  new 
daily  newspaper,  The  Jackson  State 
Times,  which  was  in  its  formative  stage. 
He  holds  the  distinction  of  being  the 
first  president  to  leave  the  position  vol- 
untarily. (You  will  recall  that  his  prede- 
cessors Joe  Cook,  Claude  Bennett,  and 
Dr.  J.  B.  George  were  all  dismissed  by 
the  Board  of  Trustees.) 

At  the  time  of  Cook's  departure, 
enrollment  at  MSC  had  increased  to 
almost  3,000,  second  only  to  Mississip- 
pi State.   Dr.  Cook's  explanation  for  not 
being  able  to  surpass  State  was  that 
State's  registrar,  Ted  Martin,  "counted  all 
of  the  cows  and  bulls  on  their  campus." 

Dr.  Cook  left  The  Jackson  State  Times 
after  one  year,  and  returned  to  Hatties- 
burg, where  he  established  the  South- 
eastern Life  Insurance  Company  and 
served  as  its  president  until  it  merged 
with  Republic  National  Life  Insurance 
Company  of  Dallas  in  1969. 

In  1968,  Governor  John  Bell  Williams 
appointed  Dr.  Cook  to  a  12-year  term  on 
the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Institutions  of 


State  Higher  Learning,  and  he  served  as 
president  of  that  body  during  the  1976- 
77  fiscal  year.   As  a  member  of  the 
Board,  Cook  discovered  that  Mississippi 
was  one  of  only  two  states  with  no  uni- 
versity press,  so  in  1970,  he  organized 
the  University  and  College  Press  of  Mis- 
sissippi, which  operated  on  the  second 
floor  of  McLemore  Hall  at  USM.    He 
served  as  president  of  the  press  (at  no 
salary)  until  1973,  when  operations 
were  moved  to  the  University  of  Missis- 
sippi. The  press's  first  publication  was 
"Mississippi  Black  Folklore",  a  bibliogra- 
phy by  William  R.  Ferns,  a  faculty 
member  at  Jackson  State  College. 

Dr.  Cook  maintained  an  office  in  the 
McCain  Library  and  Archives  until 
shortly  before  his  death  on  March  6, 
1979. 

We're  done  cookin'  now.  but  stay 
tuned  for  "In  the  Interim."  as  the  saga 
o\  L'SM  ».  onunucs 


P.  S.     Did  you  know  that  the  desk  used 
by  Dr.  R.  C.  Cook  in  the  president's 
office  is  currently  being  used  by 
archivist.  Dr.  Bobs  M.  Tusa? 


To  Be  Continued. 
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NURSING  STUDENT  NAMED 
GATES  MILLENNIUM  SCHOLAR 

Lemika  McPherson,  a  senior  nursing  stu- 
dent from  Edwards,  was  recently  named  a 
Gates  Millennium  Scholar.  The  Bill  and 
Melinda  Gates  Foundation  created  this 
financial  award  in  an  effort  to  expand  access 
to  higher  education  to  20,000  young  Amer- 
icans who  reflect  diversity  in  our  society; 
the  United  Negro  College  Fund  administers 
the  scholarship. 

Dr.  Bonnie  Harbaugh,  assistant  professor 
in  the  College  of  Nursing,  nominated 
McPherson  for  the  scholarship.  Academic 
performance,  leadership,  community  service 
and  activities,  and  financial  need  are  criteria 


for  selection  of  recipients.  The  scholarship 
awards  McPherson  $2,750  per  semester  for 
her  senior  year. 

GROUND  BROKE  ON  NEW 
FITNESS  TRAIL 

Southern  Miss  recently  broke  ground  on  the 
Bruce  Todd  and  Virginia  Wilgus  Fitness 
Trail,  a  new  half-mile  fitness  trail  to  be  built 
on  the  north  side  of  the  Payne  Center  on  the 
Hattiesburg  campus.  When  completed,  the 
trail  will  provide  a  safe,  lighted,  beautiful 
environment  for  walkers,  joggers,  roller- 
bladers,  and  bicyclists  to  use  24  hours  a  day; 
the  trail  will  also  be  handicapped-accessible. 
The  trail  will  eventually  link  to  the  Longleaf 
Trace  Rails  to  Trails  Project,  the  40-mile 


bicycle  trail  from  Hattiesburg  to  Prentiss. 

The  $200,000  paved  trail  will  be  funded 
through  the  Federal  Highway  Administra- 
tionTrails  Program.  It  will  be  named  in  honor 
of  Bruce  and  Virginia  Wilgus  for  their  support 
of  Southern  Miss  Recreational  Sports. 

CARR  NAMED  COUNSELOR 
OF  THE  YEAR 

The  Mississippi  Counselors  Association 
named  Debra  Carr  of  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  Counseling  Center 
"Counselor  of  the  Year."  The  award  recognizes 
a  Mississippi  counselor  for  outstanding  service 
or  achievement  in  a  school,  college,  public 
service,  or  private  practice  setting.  The  Pine 
Belt  Regional  Counselors  Association  nomi- 
nated Carr  for  the  award.  Carr  has  served  as  a 
counselor  at  Southern  Miss  for  six  years  and 
also  serves  as  president-elect  of  the  clinical 
mental  health  section  of  the  Mississippi 
Counselors  Association. 
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SOUTHERN  STARS 


EBECCA 
'REAUX' 


BY  CHARITY  MOSELEY  WALLACE 

While  many  college  students  enjoy  their 
summer  as  a  break  from  their  studies, 
Rebecca  Boudreaux  viewed  the  summer  as 
a  way  to  enhance  her  knowledge  and  research 
abilities.  For  the  past  two  years,  this  Southern 
Miss  polymer  science  student  has  spent  her 
break  at  Princeton  University  and  MIT  (Massa- 
chusetts Institute  of  Technology),  gaining  invalu- 
able experience  as  a  research  assistant. 

Rebeccas  grandparents  initiated  her  interest 
in  Southern  Miss.  Having  recently  retired  in 
Hattiesburg,  they  encouraged  her  to  consider 
attending  the  local  university.  The  Lafayette,  La., 
native  added  it  to  her  list  of  choices,  and  after 
eliminating  many  colleges,  her  selection  was 
narrowed  to  two  schools  that  offered  her  full 
scholarships— The  University  of  Southern  Missis- 
sippi and  the  University  of  Alabama.  After  visiting 


the  classes,  faculty,  and  students  of  Southern 
Miss,  her  choice  became  clear. 

As  a  Southern  Miss  freshman,  Rebecca  stud- 
ied nursing;  she  soon  realized  she  desired  a  cur- 
nculum  based  more  in  science  and  mathematics 
and  changed  her  major  to  polymer  science. 
Rebecca  dove  into  her  challenging  studies  and 
began  devoting  much  time  to  research.  Although 
she  gained  great  knowledge  through  her  rigorous 
studies  in  the  classroom  and  laboratory,  Rebecca 
grew  determined  to  further  challenge  herself. 
She  applied  to  numerous  summer  programs 
nationwide  and  was  one  of  10  students  from 
across  the  country  selected  to  attend  the  Research 
Experience  for  Undergraduates  Program  at 
Princeton  University  in  1999.  Rebecca  spent  10 
weeks  that  summer  attending  seminars  and 
conducting  research  with  renowned  professors 
and  her  fellow  students. 

Rebecca  enjoyed  and  valued  her  Princeton 
experience  and  decided  she  would  benefit  from 
additional  hands-on  work.  She  endured  the 
application  process  again  the  following  year,  and 
headed  to  MIT  in  2000.  As  at  Princeton,  the  stu- 
dents worked  with  professors  on  special  research 
projects.  She  left  this  program  early  to  travel  to 
the  Lawrence  Livermore  National  Laboratory  in 
California,  where  she  participated  in  the  Under- 
graduate Summer  Institute  on  Contemporary 
Topics  in  Applied  Science.  Following  morning 
lectures  on  topics  such  as  biohazards  and  bomb 
making,  the  participants  worked  on  projects 
with  the  government  laboratory's  scientists. 

Boudreaux  insists  that  an  advantage  to  the 
Polymer  Science  program  at  Southern  Miss  is 
the  small  size  of  classes,  and  the  opportunity  to 
work  with  professors  in  laboratories,  even  as 
freshmen,  gives  students  a  "head  start."  She  also 
credits  her  professors  in  encouraging  her  to 
reach  her  potential.  They  have  been  helpful  by 


willingly  writing  recommendations,  providing 
assistance  in  classes,  and  holding  an  interest  in 
her  future.  "My  professors  have  been  more  than 
wonderful  to  me  and  have  taught  me  a  lot,"  said 
Boudreaux. 

Rebecca  failed  to  limit  her  time  at  Southern 
Miss  strictly  to  hitting  the  books  or  the  research 
lab.  In  addition  to  being  an  Honors  College  stu- 
dent, she  served  as  a  cheerleader  her  freshman 
year,  is  involved  in  student  government  and  Tri 
Delta,  and  remains  active  in  other  numerous 
activities.  Realizing  the  value  of  learning  through 
hands-on  experience,  Rebecca  is  serving  as  co- 
coordinator  of  the  Undergraduate  Research  Ini- 
tiative, an  effort  to  establish  more  research  in 
undergraduate  curriculum  across  campus. 
"Southern  Miss  has  given  me  everything  and 
more  than  I  ever  expected  out  of  my  college 
experience,"  said  Boudreaux.  "I  was  challenged 
academically  through  my  major  and  the  Honors 
College  and  was  allowed  to  do  fun  things— follow 
football,  cheer,  be  involved  in  student  government 
and  sorority." 

Rebecca  Boudreaux  has  spent  much  of  her 
final  year  at  Southern  Miss  preparing  to  contin- 
ue her  education  when  she  leaves  the  school 
she  loves.  "Southern  Miss  has  more  than  prepared 
me  for  the  next  step,  and  I  have  come  to  realize 
that  as  I  am  applying  to  graduate  school  and 
participating  in  these  summer  programs," 
declares  Boudreaux.  As  she  waits  to  learn 
where  she  will  further  her  studies,  Rebecca 
focuses  on  graduating  in  May  with  a  bachelor 
of  science  in  polymer  science  and  with  minors 
in  biology  and  chemistry.  She  hopes  to  obtain 
her  Ph.D.  in  chemical  engineering  or  chemistry 
and  establish  a  career  working  in  research  and 
development  for  a  company.  Eventually,  after  a 
career  in  industry,  Boudreaux  would  like  to 
teach  at  a  university.  EsS 


JONES  AND  INGRAM  TO  CHAIR  ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT  GROUPS 

The  National  Association  of  Management  and  Technical  Assistance 
Centers  recently  selected  Annette  Jones,  manager  of  USM's  Center  for 
Community  and  Economic  Development,  to  chair  its  Economic 
Development  Interest  Group.  Robert  Ingram,  assistant  to  President 
Horace  Fleming  for  economic  development  and  director  of  the  Center 
for  Community  and  Economic  Development,  was  recently  appointed 
professional  education  chairman  of  the  Southern  Economic  Develop- 
ment Council.  Ingram  was  also  elected  to  serve  on  the  SEDC  board  as 
Mississippi  alternate  director  for  a  one-year  term. 

MITCHELL  NAMED  ASSISTANT  DEAN  OF  STUDENTS 

Southern  Miss  recently  named  Mike  Mitchell  the  assistant  dean  of  stu- 
dents. Mitchell  served  as  director  of  student  activities  since  1997 
before  assuming  this  position  in  August.  Mitchell's  duties  now  include 
managing  the  student  judicial  system,  advising  the  Student  Govern- 
ment Association,  and  working  with  the  office  of  Greek  Life. 

ECONOMIC  DEVELOPMENT  PROJECT  WINS  AWARD 

The  Economic  Development  for  Indian  Reservations  Conference, 
held  in  February  on  the  Mississippi  Gulf  coast  by  USM's  Center  for 
Community  and  Economic  Development,  received  the  honor  of  being 
named  a  2000  Project  of  the  Year  by  the  National  Association  of  Man- 
agement and  Technical  Assistance  Centers.  The  conference  won  in  the 
special  assistance  category  which  recognizes  distinctive  services,  non- 
traditional  activities,  or  unconventional  projects.  This  award  is  the 
third  NAMTAC  award  in  recent  years  for  Southern  Miss'  Center  for 
Community  and  Economic  Development. 

The  conference,  in  its  first  year,  drew  30  participants  from  nine 
Indian  nations.  Southern  Miss  will  host  its  second  national  confer- 
ence, entitled  "Economic  Development  for  Native  Communities: 
Issues  of  Government,  Planning  and  Business  for  Amencan  Indian 
and  Eskimo  Peoples,"  on  March  26-29,  2001,  at  the  Silver  Star  Resort 
and  Casino  in  Philadelphia. 

VISITING  PROFESSOR  AT  INTERNATIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT  PROGRAM 

Southern  Miss'  new  Ph.D.  program  in  international  development  is  pro- 
viding students  with  tools  necessary  to  compete  effectively  in  the  inter- 
national marketplace,  and  Dr.  Mario  D.  Tello-  a  professor  of  economics 
at  the  Catholic  University  in  Lima,  Peru—  is  providing  Southern  Miss 
students  with  important  insight  of  the  necessary  tools  to  compete  in  the 
international  marketplace.  As  a  visiting  professor  in  the  Department  of 
Economic  Development  and  Planning,  Dr.  Tello  is  working  with  stu- 
dents on  a  variety  of  research  topics  that  include:  growth  issues  such  as 
the  impact  of  casinos,  Internet  commerce,  institutions,  culture,  human 
capital,  environment,  the  impact  of  technology  on  local  economic 
development  and  the  role  of  women  in  economic  development. 

The  Ph.D.  program  in  international  development  is  only  in  its 
second  year  and  has  an  enrollment  of  22  students,  double  the  original 
estimates.  For  more  information  about  the  Department  of  Economic 
Development  and  Planning  at  Southern  Miss  and  the  International 
Development  Ph.D.  program,  logon  to  www.cice.usm.edu/ecdev/. 

CENTER  FOR  COMMUNITY  AND  CIVIC  ENGAGEMENT 
ESTABLISHED  AT  SOUTHERN  MISS 

The  Mississippi  Center  for  Community  and  Civic  Engagement  was 
established  October  1  at  Southern  Miss  to  support  service-learning 
and  community  engagement  activities  across  the  state.  The  center  will 
provide  ongoing  training,  research,  evaluation,  communication,  peer- 
exchange  and  advocacy  to  service-learning  practitioners  by  conduct- 
ing conferences  and  seminars  on  the  Hattiesburg  campus  and  around 
the  state.  The  Mississippi  Learn-and-Serve  initiative  will  use  more 
than  $1  million  from  the  Corporation  for  National  Service  to  fund  the 
center  and  create  20  Lighthouse  Partnership  Programs  around  the 
state.  The  Lighthouse  Partnerships  will  enable  each  after-school  or 
summer-school  program  to  hire  an  additional  staff  member  who  will 
be  responsible  at  the  local  level  for  integrating  service  learning  into 
the  school  curriculum-engaging  students  in  projects  that  promote 
learning  while  benefitting  the  communities. 


COMMITTEE  WORKING  ON  MASTER 
PLAN  FOR  GROWTH 

A  33-member  committee  consisting  of  USM  faculty  and  staff,  stu- 
dents, and  community  representatives  is  working  on  a  master  plan 
to  guide  physical  development  of  the  Southern  Miss  campus  over 
the  next  30  years.  The  committee,  headed  by  campus  master  plan- 
ning consultant  Lynn  Craig  of  Pendelton,  S.C.,  met  in  August  and 
November  and  formed  three  1 1 -member  subcommittees  to  study 
such  issues  as  location  of  new  buildings,  preservation  of  open  space, 
surface  and  multi-story  parking,  signage  and  zoning.  The  committee 
is  scheduled  to  meet  again  during  December-January  to  review  ideas 
and  begin  drafting  a  plan.  Objectives  of  the  long-range  plan  include: 
management  of  growth,  conservation  of  land  resources,  preservation 
of  open  space,  retention  of  the  diversity  of  campus  environment, 
and  development  of  policies  and  operational  procedures  for  imple- 
mentation of  the  plan. 

BURTON  PRAISES  MISSISSIPPI'S  POSITION 
IN  TECHNOLOGY 

Senator  Terry  Burton  of  Newton  recently  boasted  of  Mississippi's  posi- 
tion in  the  technology  industry  at  a  regional  student  conference  of  the 
Association  of  Information  Technology  Professionals  at  Southern  Miss. 
Burton  claimed  that  although  the  state  has  some  technology  challenges 
to  meet,  Mississippi  is  in  a  great  position  to  gain  high-tech  industries 
and  jobs  through  its  committment  to  incorporating  technology  into 
education  and  training  a  high-tech  workforce.  He  informed  the  350 
students  from  1 1  states  that  Mississippi  is  home  for  25  percent  of  the 
nation's  supercomputing  capacity  and  that  it  was  the  second  state  to 
totally  computerize  its  Legislature. 
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STUDENTS  DIG  FOR  HISTORY 

Dr.  Amy  Young  and  her  students  are  sifting 
and  digging  on  a  town  lot  on  Mobile  Street 
in  hopes  of  learning  about  the  history  and 
life  of  the  black  pioneers  who  established 
this  Hattiesburg  neighborhood.  In  addition 
to  learning  about  this  neighborhood,  Young 
hopes  her  work  helps  get  the  neighborhood 
listed  on  the  National  Register  of  Historic 
Places,  which  will  allow  residents  and  busi- 
ness owners  to  receive  tax  credits  and  federal 
low-interest  loans  to  renovate  properties  and 
revitalize  the  community. 

Dr.  Young,  a  recipient  of  last  years  Excel- 
lence in  Teaching  award,  and  her  students 
have  recovered  items  related  to  the  period 
from  around  1900  to  World  War  II  including 
broken  bottle  fragments,  debris  from  former 
buildings,  animal  bones  from  former  meals, 
buttons  that  include  a  military  button  and 
nbbon,  and  a  buffalo  nickel  dated  1936. 

SOCIAL  WORK  DIRECTOR 
RESIGNS 

Dr.  Earlie  Washington,  Director  of  Southern 
Miss'  School  of  Social  Work  for  the  past 
eight  years,  resigned  December  31,  2000,  to 
assume  the  position  of  Director  of  Social 
Work  at  Western  Michigan  State  in  Kalama- 
zoo. Washington  gained  a  national  reputa- 
tion for  her  work  in  the  field  of  social  work 
and  social  work  education  and  administra- 


tion. Interim  Director  will  be  Dr.  Michael 
Forster,  associate  professor  in  the  graduate 
school  of  social  work  and  coordinator  of  the 
graduate  program. 

TUBRE  JOINS  HONORS  COLLEGE 

Amber  Tubre  will  be  actively  recruiting  and 
working  with  students  as  the  new  general 
honors  coordinator  and  assistant  to  the  dean 
of  the  Honors  College.  Tubre  received  her 
undergraduate  degree  in  psychology  from 
Luther  College  in  Decorah,  Iowa,  and  pur- 
sued a  masters  degree  in  industrial/organiza- 
tional psychology  at  Texas  A&M.  Tubre  joins 
her  husband,  Dr.  Travis  Tubre,  at  Southern 
Miss.  He  is  a  new  faculty  member  in  the  psy- 
chology department. 

CCED  ASSISTS  JEFFERSON 
DAVIS  COUNTY 

The  Center  for  Community  and  Economic 
Development  is  assisting  Jefferson  Davis 
County  in  restoring  some  of  the  800  jobs 
lost  in  recent  years.  The  CCED  is  working 
with  the  county's  economic  development 
officials  to  re-establish  an  employment  base 
through  a  grant  from  the  Economic  Develop- 
ment Administration  of  the  U.S.  Department 
of  Commerce.  Dr.  David  Kolzow,  CCED 
researchers,  and  graduate  students  are  assess- 
ing the  county's  business  climate  and  identi- 
fying industries  to  fit  that  climate.  They  will 


report  findings  early  next  year  and  begin  a 
strategic  planning  process.  For  more  infor- 
mation on  the  Jefferson  Davis  County  eco- 
nomic development  project,  contact  the 
CCED  at  (601)  266-6067. 

SOUTHERN  MISS  TO  SUPPORT 
NISSAN 

The  engineering  technology  and  nationally 
ranked  polymer  science  programs  of  South- 
ern Miss  are  producing  top-notch  graduates 
who  are  prepared  to  successfully  compete  in 
Mississippi's  growing  workforce.  The  pro- 
posed $930  million  Nissan  facility  to  be  built 
in  Madison  County  will  provide  great  oppor- 
tunities for  Southern  Miss  students  graduat- 
ing from  the  widely  recognized  programs  in 
industrial  engineering  technology,  electronics 
engineering  technology,  computer  engineer- 
ing technology,  and  software  engineering 
technology.  Through  their  education  at 
Southern  Miss,  these  graduates  and  future 
graduates  are  prepared  to  enhance  Nissan's 
production. 

JOHN  DONNE  VARIORUM 
VOLUME  PUBLISHED 

Thanks  to  the  hard  work  and  editing  of  Dr. 
Gary  Stringer,  Southern  Miss  professor  of 
English  and  former  chair  of  the  Committee 
on  Scholarly  Editions  of  the  Modern  Lan- 
guage Association,  the  third  volume  of  "The 
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Variorum  Edition  of  the  Poetry  of  John  Donne"  has  been  published. 
"Volume  2:  The  Elegies"  is  the  third  volume  of  a  projected  eight-vol- 
ume series  on  the  poetry  of  John  Donne.  The  project  was  initiated  in 
1980  and  has  gained  the  assistance  of  more  than  30  scholars  from  all 
over  the  world.  Southern  Miss  has  greatly  supported  this  project  by 
granting  Dr.  Stnnger  release  time  to  work  on  the  project,  and  the  USM 
Foundation  has  found  external  donors  to  receive  matching  funds. 

SOUTHERN  MISS  HELPS  PRODUCE  MASTER  TEACHERS 

Mississippi  recently  ranked  fifth  in  the  nation  in  the  number  of  teachers 
obtaining  "master  teacher"  status  through  the  National  Board  for  Pro- 
fessional Teaching  Standards.  Of  the  397  teachers  who  completed  the 
year-long  certification  process  in  Mississippi,  the  state-funded  World 
Class  Teaching  Programs  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
assisted  132  of  these  teachers.  The  program  facilitates  the  teachers  by 
offering  pre-candidacy  workshops,  candidacy  support  through  semi- 
nars, and  advocate  training  in  which  newly  certified  teachers  serve  as 
mentors.  Sixty-eight  percent  of  the  candidates  who  participated  in 
Southern  Miss'  program  achieved  certification.  Candidates  pay  a 
$2,000  application  fee  to  receive  certification,  which  is  refunded  by 
the  state  of  Mississippi.  Once  certified,  Mississippi  Master  teachers 
receive  a  $6,000-a-year  pay  raise  for  the  life  of  the  10-year  certification. 

HOLLOWAY  NAMED  TO  NATIONAL  BOARD 

Southern  Miss  Dean  of  Students  Eddie  Holloway,  who  also  serves  as  a 
Hattiesburg  city  councilman,  was  recently  elected  to  serve  a  two-year 
term  as  one  of  40  members  of  the  National  League  of  Cities  Board  of 
Directors.  In  addition  to  serving  on  the  board  of  directors,  Holloway  also 
chairs  the  NLC  Leadership  Training  Institute  and  is  a  member  of  the  NLC 
transportation  infrastructure  and  services  policy  steering  committee. 

ANDERSON  CHAIRS  PROJECT  VISSIONS 

Polly  Anderson  of  Greenville  currently  serves  as  chair  of  the  State  Pol- 
icy Council  for  Project  VISSIONS  (Visualizing  an  Integrated  System  of 
Supports:  Innovative  Opportunities  and  New  Strategies).  The  policy 
council  consists  of  44  members  that  includes  individuals  with  disabil- 
ities, their  family  members,  advocacy  organizations  and  professionals 
from  across  the  state.  Project  VISSIONS  is  a  family  support  project  of 
the  Institute  for  Disability  Studies  located  at  the  University  of  South- 
ern Mississippi.  Polly  Anderson  has  four  daughters,  one  of  whom  suf- 
fers from  cerebral  palsy. 

TECHNOLOGY  CONFERENCE  OFFERED 
FEBRUARY  19-20 

Mississippi  Institutions  of  Higher  Learning  and  the  State  Board  for 
Community  and  Junior  Colleges  will  sponsor  a  technology  conference, 
entitled  "Welcome  to  the  21st  Century:  Technology  and  Higher  Educa- 
tion," February  19-20,  at  the  Lake  Terrace  Convention  Center  in  Hat- 
tiesburg. The  conference,  facilitated  by  The  University  of  Southern  Mis- 
sissippi's Department  of  continuing  education  and  distance  learning, 
will  include  topics  such  as  wireless  campuses,  distance  learning,  online 
teaching,  teacher  education,  new  desktop  applications,  and  the  Missis- 
sippi Virtual  Community  College.  Pre-conference  workshops  on  Web  CT, 
PowerPoint,  Blackboard  5,  and  Web  Design  will  be  held  on  February  18 
at  Southern  Miss'  Mclemore  Hall.  For  more  information,  call  (601) 
255-4186  or  visit  the  conference  web  site  at 
http://www.cice.usm.edu/ce/noncredit/cr-tech/. 

HYDROGRAPHY  CENTER  OF  EXCELLENCE 
PLANNED  AT  STENNIS 

Southern  Miss  is  working  on  plans  for  the  establishment  of  a  National 
Center  of  Excellence  in  Hydrography  at  Stennis  Space  Center.  Thirty 
scientists  met  at  USM  Gulf  Park  campus  October  30-November  1 , 
2000,  to  develop  a  research  plan  for  a  federally  funded  center,  to  be 
operated  by  Southern  Miss,  that  will  focus  on  measunng  and  charting 
the  world's  oceans.   In  addition  to  complementing  the  masters  degree 


in  hydrographic  science,  the  research  center  will  help  move  nautical 
charting  into  the  future.  Today,  collection  of  hydrographic  data  not 
only  creates  depth  charts,  but  also  helps  to  understand  fish  habitats 
and  determines  bottom  type. 

USMGC  PROFESSOR  NAMED  TO  WHO'S  WHO  LIST 

Dr.  Thomas  Payne,  an  associate  professor  of  criminal  justice  and 
coordinator  of  the  cnminal  justice  program  at  the  USM  Gulf  Coast, 
was  recendy  selected  to  the  Who's  Who  Among  America's  Teachers.  The 
honor  is  bestowed  to  teachers  who  were  selected  by  one  or  more  of 
their  former  students  who  themselves  have  been  distinguished  by 
being  selected  in  either  the  Who's  Who  Among  American  High  School 
Students  or  the  National  Dean's  List.  Sara  Mentor,  who  was  listed  in 
the  National  Deans  List,  nominated  her  former  teacher,  Dr.  Payne. 
Mentor  is  a  federal  probation  officer  in  Biloxi. 

USMGC  TOY  LIBRARY  AWARDED  KNIGHT 
FOUNDATION  GRANT 

The  John  S.  and  James  L.  Knight  Foundation  recently  awarded  the 
Toy  Library  and  Technology  Center  at  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  a  three-year  $100,000  grant  for  the  develop- 
ment of  a  technology  lab  to  aid  in  educating  children  with  disabili- 
ties. The  grant  will  be  used  to  purchase  new  hardware  and  software, 
such  as  adaptive  keyboards  and  large  monitors,  adapted  to  the  needs 
of  disabled  users. 

The  Toy  Library  and  Technology  Learning  Center,  an  agency  of 
the  United  Way  of  South  Mississippi,  is  open  to  all  children  who 
have  a  physical  handicap.  It  serves  approximately  320  children  each 
year.  For  more  information  about  the  Toy  Library  and  Technologv 
Center  at  USMGC,  call  (228)  867-2636.  E£ 
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The  Conference  USA  office 
announced  on  December  1 1  that 
the  league  had  signed  an  eight- 
year  agreement  with  ESPN  to  broadcast 
C-USA  football  and  basketball  games. 
This  agreement  incorporates  ESPN, 
ESPN2,  ESPN  Regional  Television,  ESPN 
Classic,  ESPN.com  and,  potentially,  ABC. 

C-USA  football,  which  had  previously 
been  broadcast  on  Fox  Sports  Net  and  its 
20  regional  affiliates,  will  be  guaranteed 
10  games  annually  on  ESPN  and  ESPN  2. 
Highlighting  this  package  will  be  select 
Tuesday  and/or  Wednesday  night  games, 
select  Thursday  and  Saturday  games,  syn- 
dicated games  on  ESPN  Regional  Televi- 
sion, pay-per-view  rights  for  ESPN's 
GamePlan  package,  and  the  rights  to  the 
Conference  USA  Championship  Game  on 
ABC,  should  the  league  expand  to  12 
members  (there  will  be  1 1  football-play- 
ing members  by  2003). 

Conference  USA  basketball,  which  is 
currently  in  the  final  year  of  the  inaugur- 
al contract  with  ESPN,  will  see  the  estab- 
lishment of  traditional  game  nights 
under  the  new  contract;  seven  Wednes- 
day night  and  seven  Friday  night  games 
will  be  televised  each  season.  ESPN  - 
which  will  broadcast  at  least  19  games 
each  season  -  will  also  broadcast  select 
early  season  games  in  addition  to  the 
Wednesday  and  Friday  telecasts.  The 
ESPN  Regional  Television  package  will 
include  14  regular  season  mens  games, 
plus  10  C-USA  Tournament  contests, 
plus  a  minimum  of  10  women's  games 
annually.  ESPN2  will  broadcast  the 
women's  tournament  championship.  Pay- 
Per-View  rights  will  also  be  a  part  of 
ESPN's  Full  Court  package. 

ESPN  Classic  will  now  have  access  to 
the  Conference  USA  archives  for  network 
programs.  In  addition,  the  network  will 
handle  select  marketing  areas  for  the 
conference,  and  ESPN.com  will  offer 
expanded  league  coverage  on  its  site. 


BASEBALL  TEAM  RANKED 
NO.  25  IN  PRESEASON  POLL 

Corky  Palmer's  Golden  Eagles  head 
into  the  2001  season  with  high  expecta- 
tions for  success.  Apparently  the  Baseball 
America  staff  agrees.  The  publication, 
which  covers  baseball  exclusively  from  the 
high  school  level  through  the  major 
leagues,  recently  released  their  preseason 
poll,  with  Southern  Miss  nestled  into  the 
No.  25  slot. 

Fellow  Conference  USA  member 
Tulane  is  also  listed  in  the  preseason  poll, 
as  is  East  Carolina,  which  will  join  C- 
USA  for  the  2002  season. 

Collegiate  Baseball  newspaper  ranked 
Southern  Miss  No.  32  in  their  preaseason 
Top  40  poll,  just  ahead  of  Tulane  and  two 
slots  behind  East  Carolina. 

SI  HONORS  GOLDEN  EAGLES 

When  Sports  lllustrated's  first  issue  of 
the  new  year  hit  the  newstands,  a  pair  of 
Golden  Eagles  -  one  past,  one  present  - 
waited  inside.  The  issue,  which  included 
reviews  of  the  2000  collegiate  and  pro- 
fessional football  seasons,  acknowledged 
the  accomplishments  of  two  who  had 
worn  the  black  and  gold. 


ROD  DAVIS 


selected  from  the  programs  that  had 
advanced  to  one  of  the  bowl  contests. 
Redshirt  freshman  linebacker  Rod  Davis 
represented  Southern  Miss  on  the  squad. 
The  magazine  said,  "Davis  stalked  TCU 
Heisman  Trophy  finalist  LaDainian  Tom- 
linson  for  four  quarters  in  the  GMAC 
Mobile  Alabama  Bowl,  and  it  paid  off  in 
a  28-2 1  upset  victory.  Davis'  tackles 
included  10  on  Tomlinson,  who  rushed 
for  a  season-low  118  yards." 

It  was  just  the  latest  honor  for  Davis, 
who  was  also  selected  to  the  Football  News 
All-Freshman  second  team,  The  Sporting 
News'  Freshman  All-American  second  team, 
and  was  on  the  C-USA  All-Freshman  team. 

Sports  lllustrated's  resident  NFL 
expert,  Dr.  Z,  also  selected  his  version  of 
the  All-NFL  team,  those  players  whom 
he  felt  were  the  best  in  the  league.  Former 
Golden  Eagle  cornerback  Patrick  Surtain 
-  Football  News'  Conference  USA  Defen- 
sive Player  of  the  Year  after  his  1997 
senior  season  -  was  tabbed  as  one  of  the 
two  best  corners  in  the  NFL. 

REEVES  ENTERS  LIBERTY 
HALL  OF  FAME 

When  Southern  Miss  hired  Rick 
Reeves  to  head  up  the  Lady  Golden 
Eagles  basketball  program,  his  successful 
past  was  a  strong  selling  point  in  that 
decision.  That  past  tapped  Reeves  once 
more,  when  he  was  inducted  into  the 
Liberty  University  Women's  Basketball 
Hall  of  Fame  in  early  January. 

Reeves  served  as  Liberty's  coach  for 
nine  seasons  before  heading  to  Southern 


With  the  college  football  postseason 
completed,  the  publication  listed  its  "All- 
Bowl"  team;  an  all-star  team  of  sorts, 


RICK  REEVES 
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Miss.  During  his  tenure  with  the  Lady 
Flames,  he  led  them  to  two  regular  sea- 
son Big  South  Conference  champi- 
onships, three  tournament  titles  and 
three  NCAA  Tournament  appearances  - 
all  firsts  in  the  programs  history.  In  his 
final  three  seasons  he  guided  Liberty  to  a 
71-17  overall  mark,  including  a  28-0 
regular  season  record  in  1997-98.  His 
first  Southern  Miss  squad  finished  17-13 
last  season  and  earned  a  berth  in  the 
Women's  NIT. 

ARTMAN  EARNS 
ALL-AMERICA  HONORS 

Golden  Eagle  outfielder  Michael  Art- 
man  sat  out  the  2000  season  battling  can- 
cer. However,  a  strong  showing  in  the  Jay- 
Hawk  League  this  past  summer  -  includ- 
ing his  grabbing  of  the  leagues  batting 
title  -  in  conjunction  with  his  1999  season 
showing  earned  him  a  spot  on  the  Nation- 
al Collegiate  Baseball  Writers  of  America 
Preseason  All-America  second  team. 


MICHAEL  ARTMAN 


The  senior,  who  hit  .408  and  had  43 
RBI  for  Southern  Miss  during  its  run  to 
the  NCAA  Regionals  in  1999,  joined  a 
pair  of  Cincinnati  Bearcats  on  the  NCBWA 
teams,  giving  Conference  USA  three  repre- 
sentatives on  the  squads. 

SOFTRALL  PARK  UNDERWAY 

The  Lady  Golden  Eagles  softball 
team,  who  went  63-13  last  season  with 
a  second  consecutive  appearance  in  the 
Women's  College  World  Series  and  a 


No.  4  final  ranking,  will  soon  have  a 
new  home.  Construction  of  the  new 
facility  has  begun,  with  Phase  I  of  the 
project  scheduled  for  completion  dur- 
ing this  spring. 

"From  day  one,  the  softball  park  has 
been  a  major  priority  in  our  facility 
planning,"  said  Athletic  Director 
Richard  Giannini.  "This  team  has 
brought  tremendous  visibility  and  pres- 
tige to  Southern  Miss  and  the  city  of 
Hattiesburg,  and  deserves  a  facility  that 
reflects  this.  We  are  working  hard  to 
complete  this  as  soon  as  possible." 

SOUTHERN  MISS  HIRES 
VOLLEYBALL  COACH 

The  University  of  Southern  Mississip- 
pi Director  of  Athletics  Richard  Giannini 
announced  the  hiring  of  Santiago  Restre- 
po  (pronounced  Reh-STRAY-po)  as  the 
new  volleyball  coach.  Restrepo,  who 
comes  to  Southern  Miss  after  serving  as 
an  assistant  coach  at  Saint  Louis  Univer- 
sity, replaces  Steve  Sykes  who  resigned  at 
the  end  of  the  2000  volleyball  season  to 
pursue  outside  interests. 

Restrepo  becomes  the  seventh  head 
coach  in  Lady  Golden  Eagles'  22-year 
history. 

"Santiago  Restrepo  is  just  another  fine 
example  of  the  coaches  we  are  able  to 
attract  to  Southern  Miss,"  Giannini  said. 
"I  know  he  will  be  an  asset  both  on  and 
off  the  court." 

WESTENDORF  NAMED 
ACADEMIC  ALL-AMERICAN 

Southern  Miss  volleyball  player  Lind- 
say Westendorf  has  been  named  to  the 
third-team  Verizon  Academic  All-Ameri- 
ca University  Division  Volleyball  Team  as 
selected  by  the  College  Sports  Informa- 
tion Directors  of  American  (CoSIDA). 

Westendorf,  who  has  a  GPA  of  3.996 
in  management  information  systems, 
becomes  the  first  female  athlete  named 
to  the  national  academic  All-America 
team  at  Southern  Miss.  El* 
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NO.  35  •  FORWARD 

CLEVELAND  CAVALIE 

A  standout  for  the  Cavaliers  in  this,  his  fir 
season  in  Cleveland.  Shot  .513  from  the  fi. 
for  the  Miami  Heat  during  the  1999-2000 
son.  Scored  15  points  and  grabbed  15 
rebounds  vs.  Detroit  in  that  years  season- 
opener.  Recorded  1 ,000th  career  assist  vs. 
Golden  State  on  December  14,  1999.  Scor 
playoff  career-high  18  points  vs.  Detroit.  F 
career  highs  of  .534  FG%  and  .804  FT%  f< 
the  Heat  during  1998-99  season.  Averaged 
10.7  ppg  and  8.3  rpg  for  Golden  State  in  1 
half  of  1997-98  season.  Had  10  double-fig 
rebound  games  for  Philadelphia  before  tra< 
to  Golden  State.  The  only  76er  to  stan  all 
games  during  the  1996-97  season.  Had  ba 
to-back  20  rebound  games  in  1995-96  sea 
Finished  25th  in  the  NBA  in  scoring  (18.1 
ppg)  in  1994-95.  Had  career-high  23 
rebounds  vs.  Charlotte  in  1993-94.  Startec 
82  games  and  led  76ers  in  rebounding  dui 
1992-93  rookie  season.  Named  to  NBA  se 
ond-team  All-Rookie  team.  Three-time  Mei 
Conference  Player  of  the  Year  at  Southern 
Miss.  Also  won  Metro  Conference  Freshmi 
of  the  Year.  School  leader  in  rebounds  and 
blocks,  and  second  in  scoring.  Member  of 
Southern  Miss  Athletics  Legends  Club. 


WINTER  20C 


.:  : 


2001  SOUTHERN  MISS  BASEBALL  SCHEDULE 


2001  SOUTHERN  MISS  SOFTBALL  SCHEDULE 


Date 

Day 

Opponent 

Feb.  9 

Fri. 

EVANSVILLE 

Feb.  10 

Sat 

EVANSV1LLE 

Feb.  11 

Sun. 

EVANSVILLE 

Feb.  13 

Tue. 

SOUTH  ALABAMA 

Feb.  16 

Fri. 

LA.-LAFAYETTE 

Feb.  17 

Sat. 

LA-LAFAYETTE 

Feb.  18 

Sun. 

LA-LAFAYETTE 

Feb.  20 

Tue. 

Louisiana-Monroe 

Feb.  21 

Wed. 

Louisiana-Monroe 

Feb.  23 

Fri. 

SAMFORD 

Feb.  24 

Sat 

SAMFORD 

Feb.  25 

Sun. 

SAMFORD 

Feb.  27 

Tue. 

Troy  State 

Mar.  2 

Fri. 

Mississippi  Invitational  (Arizona) 

Mar.  3 

Sat. 

Mississippi  Invitational  (St.  Francis) 

Mar.  4 

Sun. 

Mississippi  Invitational  (Miss.) 

Mar.  8 

Thur. 

MISS.  VALLEY  STATE 

Mar.  10 

Sat. 

New  Orleans 

Mar.  11 

Sun. 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Mar.  13 

Tue. 

Southeastern  Louisiana 

Mar.  16 

Fri. 

Houston* 

Mar.  17 

Sat. 

Houston* 

Mar.  18 

Sun. 

Houston* 

Mar.  20 

Tue. 

South  Alabama 

Mar.  21 

Wed. 

JACKSON  STATE 

Mar.  23 

Fri. 

CHARLOTTE* 

Mar.  24 

Sat 

CHARLOTTE* 

Mar.  25 

Sun. 

CHARLOTTE* 

Mar.  27 

Tue. 

NEW  ORLEANS 

Mar.  30 

Fri. 

Louisville* 

Mar.  31 

Sat. 

Louisville* 

Apr.  1 

Sun. 

Louisville* 

Apr.  4 

Wed. 

Alabama 

Apr.  6 

Fri. 

SAINT  LOUIS* 

Apr.  7 

Sat 

SAINT  LOUIS* 

Apr.  8 

Sun. 

SAINT  LOUIS* 

Apr.  11 

Wed. 

MISSISSIPPI 

Apr.  13 

Fri. 

Memphis* 

Apr.  14 

Sat. 

Memphis* 

Apr.  15 

Sun. 

Memphis* 

Apr.  17 

Tue. 

Mississippi  State 

Apr.  18 

Wed. 

Mississippi  State 

Apr.  20 

Fri. 

TULANE* 

Apr.  21 

Sat 

TULANE* 

Apr.  22 

Sun. 

TULANE* 

Apr.  24 

Tue. 

TROY  STATE 

Apr.  27 

Fri. 

South  Florida* 

Apr.  28 

Sat. 

South  Florida* 

Apr.  29 

Sun. 

South  Florida* 

May  2 

Wed. 

SOUTHEASTERN  LOUISIANA 

May  4 

Fri. 

Cincinnati* 

May  5 

Sat. 

Cincinnati* 

May  6 

Sun. 

Cincinnati* 

May  11 

Fri. 

UAB* 

May  12 

Sat 

UAB* 

May  13 

Sun. 

UAB* 

May  16-20 

Wed.-Sun. 

Conference  USA  Tournament 

May  25-27 

Fri.-Sun. 

NCAA  Sub-Regional 

June  1-3 

Fri.-Sun. 

NCAA  Regional  Finals 

June  8-16 

Fri.-Sat. 

NCAA  College  World  Series 

Location 

SOUTHERN  MISS 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
Monroe,  La. 
Monroe,  La. 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
Troy,  Ala. 
Oxford,  Miss. 
Oxford,  Miss. 
Oxford,  Miss. 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
New  Orleans,  La. 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
Hammond,  La. 
Houston,  Texas 
Houston,  Texas 
Houston,  Texas 
Mobile,  Ala. 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
Louisville,  Ky. 
Louisville,  Ky. 
Louisville,  Ky 
Tuscaloosa,  Ala. 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
Memphis,  Tenn. 
Memphis,  Tenn. 
Memphis,  Tenn. 
Starkville,  Miss. 
Starkville,  Miss. 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
Tampa,  Fla. 
Tampa,  Fla. 
Tampa,  Fla. 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
Cincinnati,  Ohio 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
SOUTHERN  MISS 
Metairie,  La. 
TBA 
TBA 
Omaha,  Neb. 


Time 

3:00  p.m. 
5:00  p.m. 
1:00  p.m. 
3:00  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 
3:00  p.m. 
1:00  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 
3:00  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 
1:00  p.m. 
1:00  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 
2:30  p.m. 
5:00  p.m. 
4:00  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 
1:00  p.m. 
1:00  p.m. 
6:00  p.m. 
7:00  p.m. 
2:00  p.m. 
1:00  p.m. 
6:05  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 
2:00  p.m. 
1:00  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 
5:00  p.m. 
Noon 
Noon 
7:00  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 
4:00  p.m. 
1:00  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 
7:00  p.m. 
2:00  p.m. 
1:00  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 
2:00  p.m. 
1:00  p.m. 
6:30  p.m. 
6:00  p.m. 
Noon 
Noon 
6:30  p.m. 
5:00  p.m. 
Noon 
Noon 
8:00  p.m. 
3:00  p.m. 
1:00  p.m. 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 
TBA 


Date 

Day 

Opponent 

Location 

Time 

Feb.  9 

Fri. 

Pepsi  Invitational 

Arlington,  Texas 

TBA 

Feb.  10 

Sat. 

Pepsi  Invitational 

Arlington,  Texas 

TBA 

Feb.  11 

Sun. 

Pepsi  Invitational 

Arlington,  Texas 

TBA 

Feb.  16 

Fri. 

Mardi  Gras  Classic 

Monroe,  La 

TBA 

Feb.  17 

Sat. 

Mardi  Gras  Classic 

Monroe,  La. 

TBA 

Feb.  18 

Sun. 

Mardi  Gras  Classic 

Monroe,  La. 

TBA 

Feb.  23 

Fri. 

Leadoff  Classic 

Columbus,  Ga. 

TBA 

Feb.  24 

Sat. 

Leadoff  Classic 

Columbus,  Ga. 

TBA 

Feb.  25 

Sun. 

Leadoff  Classic 

Columbus,  Ga. 

TBA 

Feb.  28 

Wed. 

OAKLAND  (DH) 

HOME 

5:00  p.m. 

March  2 

Fri. 

LSU  Tournament 

Baton  Rouge,  La. 

TBA 

March  3 

Sat. 

LSU  Tournament 

Baton  Rouge,  La. 

TBA 

March  4 

Sun. 

LSU  Tournament 

Baton  Rouge,  La. 

TBA 

March  7 

Wed. 

SOUTHEASTERN  LA.  (DH) 

HOME 

6:00  p.m. 

March  15 

Thur. 

SOUTH  CAROLINA  (DH) 

HOME 

3:00  p.m. 

March  16 

Fri. 

Winthrop  Invitational 

Rock  Hill,  S.C. 

TBA 

March  17 

Sat. 

Winthrop  Invitational 

Rock  Hill,  S.C. 

TBA 

March  18 

Sun. 

Winthrop  Invitational 

Rock  Hill,  S.C. 

TBA 

March  21 

Wed. 

LOUISIANA-MONROE  (DH) 

HOME 

5:00  p.m. 

March  24 

Sat. 

UAB(DH)* 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

1:00  p.m. 

March  25 

Sun. 

UAB* 

Birmingham,  Ala. 

1:00  p.m. 

March  28 

Wed. 

NICHOLLSSTATE(DH) 

HOME 

5:00  p.m. 

March  31 

Sat 

HOUSTON  (DH)* 

HOME 

1:00  p.m. 

April  1 

Sun. 

HOUSTON* 

HOME 

1:00  p.m. 

April  4 

Wed. 

Mississippi  (DH) 

Oxford,  Miss. 

5:00  p.m. 

April  5 

Thur. 

Mississippi  State  (DH) 

Starkville,  Miss. 

4:00  p.m. 

April  7 

Sat. 

Charlotte  (DH)* 

Charlotte,  N.C. 

1:00  p.m. 

April  8 

Sun. 

Charlotte* 

Charlotte,  N.C. 

1:00  p.m. 

April  11 

Wed. 

McNEESE  STATE  (DH) 

HOME 

4:00  p.m. 

April  13 

Fri. 

DePaul(DH)* 

Chicago,  III. 

1:00  p.m. 

April  14 

Sat. 

DePaul* 

Chicago,  III. 

1:00  p.m. 

April  21 

Sat. 

SAINT  LOUIS  (DH)* 

HOME 

1:00  p.m. 

April  22 

Sun. 

SAINT  LOUIS* 

HOME 

1:00  p.m. 

April  28 

Saturday 

South  Florida  (DH)* 

Tampa,  Fla. 

1:00  p.m. 

April  29 

Sunday 

South  Florida* 

Tampa,  Fla. 

1:00  p.m. 

May  5 

Saturday 

LOUISVILLE  (DH)* 

HOME 

1:00  p.m. 

May  6 

Sunday 

LOUISVILLE* 

HOME 

1:00  p.m. 

May  10-13 

Thurs.-Sun. 

C-USA  Tournament 

Louisville,  Ky. 

TBA 

May  17-20 

Thurs.-Sun. 

NCAA  Regionals 

TBA 

TBA 

May  24-28 

Thurs.-Sun. 

College  World  Series 

Oklahoma  City,  Okla. 

TBA 

*  -  Conference  USA  Game  All  Home  games  in  BOLD  CAPS         All  times  are  Central 

Conference  USA  Tournament  to  be  held  at  Zephyr  Field 
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It's  a  new  year,  and,  bolstered  by  the  football 
teams  win  over  the  13th  ranked  (and 
future  Conference  USA  member)  TCU 
Homed  Frogs  in  the  GMAC  Mobile  Alabama 
Bowl,  the  Eagle  Club  is  off  to  a  good  start.  As 
written  in  the  last  issue  of  The  Talon,  the  2000 
Eagle  Club  set  new  monetary  records  by 
exceeding  the  $1.5  million  level  in  contribu- 
tions for  the  first  time.  The  year  2001  will  see 
many  positive  changes  for  the  Eagle  Club. 

This  year  will  see  the  creation  of  the 
Southern  Miss  Athletic  Foundation.  This 
Foundation  will  oversee  the  handling  of  all 
gifts  to  athletics,  from  annual  Eagle  Club  con- 
tributions to  major  gifts  providing  funds  for 
buildings  to  endowments  for  our  student-ath- 
letes. Richard  Giannini,  our  athletic  director, 
will  also  be  the  chief  executive  officer  of  the 
Foundation.  As  a  volunteer,  Bob  Mixon  of 
Hattiesburg  is  our  first  president  of  the  Foun- 
dation. Dick  Vogel  recently  assumed  the  duties 
of  the  executive  director  of  the  Eagle  Club. 
Additionally,  with  the  Capital  Campaign  only 
a  few  months  away,  the  foundation  will  also 
be  assisted  by  Rick  Villarreal,  associate  athletic 
director  for  external  affairs,  who  along  with 
Richard  and  Dick,  will  assist  with  major  gift 
fund-raising.  Without  reservation,  a  strong 
dedicated  team  is  in  place  both  on  the  field 
and  behind  the  scenes. 

It  is  important  to  note  here  that  Mississip- 
pi law  requires  intercollegiate  athletics  at  state- 
supported  universities  to  be  self-supporting. 
This  means  that  money  for  athletics  can  only 
come  from  the  main  categories,  student  fees, 
athletic  revenues,  such  as  gate  receipts,  and, 
most  importantly,  private  support.  Todays 
Eagle  Club  continues  to  provide  support  to 
the  Southern  Miss  student-athlete.  Last  year, 
over  350  student-athletes  received  some  type 
of  financial  aid  due  to  their  participation  with 
the  athletic  program.  The  scholarship  bill 
exceeds  $2.4  million  annually,  and  is  affected 
by  raises  in  tuition  at  the  University. 

Looking  ahead  in  2001,  several  goals  have 
been  established.  Leading  the  list  is  raising 
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$1.7  million  this  year  in  annual  donations  for 
next  years  scholarships.  Even  this  amount 
pales  in  comparison  to  the  $2.4  million  needed 
to  keep  pace  with  the  actual  costs  of  educating 
our  student-athletes.  To  assist  in  this  endeavor, 
we  are  working  very  hard  to  expand  our  base 
of  support. 

Several  events  are  being  planned  now,  all 
related  to  creating  a  greater  awareness  in  our 
program.  The  first  is  creating  a  weekend  of  activ- 
ities surrounding  our  spring  football  game, 
which  takes  place  on  Saturday,  Apnl  7,  2001.No 
longer  will  the  spring  game  stand  alone.  We  are 
going  to  commence  activities  starting  with  a 
Thursday  dinner/silent  auction  with  the  proceeds 
going  to  the  endowment  created  for  our  1958 
Football  team.  On  Friday,  we  will  have  a  full  day 
of  golfing  at  the  new  Shadow  Ridge  golf  club. 
We'll  host  a  golf  tournament  not  only  honoring 
the  1958  team,  but  we  are  inviting  all  former 
players  to  participate.  We'll  do  a  double  shotgun 
start,  so  there  will  be  plenty  of  opportunities  for 
all  fans  to  play  Friday  evening  will  have  two 
events,  as  our  baseball  team  has  a  C-USA  match- 
up with  Saint  Louis,  and  our  M-Club  is  sponsor- 
ing a  Hall  of  Fame  banquet.  Saturday  will  be  the 
long  anticipated  spring  football  game,  followed 
by  a  late  afternoon  baseball  game  against  Saint 
Louis.  Coach  Palmer  finishes  the  three-game 
series  on  Sunday  with  the  Billikens.  For  those 
coming  from  out  of  town,  please  remember  to 
support  those  motels  and  restaurants  that  sup- 
port Southern  Miss. 

Additionally,  we  are  working  on  a  group  of 
alumni  activities  that  combine  golf  tourna- 
ments and  evening  socials.  Some  tentative 
dates  and  locations  are 

April  6-1958  Football  Team  &  former 
athlete  Golf  Tournament  (open  to  all  fans) 

April  18-21-Joe  R  Park  Golf  Outing  and 
Social  in  Destin 

April  23-Mobile  &  Pensacola  Bay  Classic 
Golf  Tournament 

April  26  -  27-Knsten  Bower  Memorial 
Scholarship  Golf  Tournament,  and  dinner- 
Atlanta 


May  7-Memphis  &  Northeast  and  North- 
west Mississippi  chapters'  area  golf  tournament 
May  14-Mendian  Golf  Tournament 
May  17-McComb  Golf  Tournament 
July  19-Jackson  All-Star  Party  Golf  Tour- 
nament. 

For  additional  information  on  all  Eagle 
Club  activities,  contact  the  Eagle  Club  (601) 
266-5299  or  through  email,  eagle.club@usm.edu. 

Under  Construction! 

Watch  out  for  falling  bricks!  There  are 
three  major  athletic  projects  presently  under 
construction.   Gone  is  our  field  house,  and  up 
and  coming  is  our  new  athletic  center  that  will 
house  the  athletic  department  staff  and  football 
offices.  Also  ground  has  been  broken  for  the 
new  ladies  softball  field,  which  should  be 
ready  for  action  in  the  2002  season.  Addition- 
ally, due  to  the  generosity  of  several  key 
donors,  close  to  completion  is  the  new  club- 
house and  office  complex  for  baseball.  This 
6,200  square  foot  addition  will  make  Pete  Taylor 
Park  one  of  the  premier  collegiate  facilities.  As 
with  all  projects,  funding  is  still  needed  to 
complete  all  three  of  these  projects.  If  you 
have  an  interest,  we  would  love  to  discuss 
these  and  many  more  opportunities  with  you 
as  we  take  Southern  Miss  Athletic  facilities  to  a 
new  level. 

The  Eagle  Club  needs  you! 

TEAM  =  Together  Everyone  Accomplishes 
More.  To  sustain  and  continue  the  success  that 
all  sports  have  had  on  the  field,  we  need  to 
expand  our  fan  base.  We  cannot  accomplish 
this  without  you.  For  as  little  as  $8.34  a  month, 
you  can  help  provide  a  scholarship  to  one  of 
our  350+  student-athletes,  who  bring  so  much 
positive  media  attention  to  our  program.Please 
take  a  moment  to  complete  the  application 
below  and  return  it  to  Eagle  Club.  Box  15458. 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi  39404.  Best  wishes  for 
a  prosperous  and  safe  2001. 
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2001  Eagle  Club  Membership  Application 


Name  under  which  your  tickets  will  be  ordered 


1     I   Renewal  from  last  year 

1     I   Renewal  from  previous  year 

LJ    New  Member  Ticket  Customer  #  lif  you  know  it) 


Primary  Member  Name  or  Business 


Spouse  or  Designated  person  to  Receive  Eagle  Club  Correspondence 


City 


State  Zip  Code 


County 


Home  Phone 


Social  Security  Number 


Email  Address  (if  available) 


□  Home  □  Work 


Eagle  Club  Level  (choose  one) 

Q  $100 

Q  $200 

Ql  $500 

Q  $750 

Q|  $1000 

Q  $1,500 

Q  $2,5000 

Ql  $5,000 

Q  $10,000 


Method  of  Payment 

Qcash  Qj  Check  Q  Credit  Card  (Visa  MCAmExl 


Credit  Card*  Exp   Date 

I  Bank  Draft  (include  voided  check.) 
I  Payroll  Deduct  (Southern  Miss  employees  only) 
P)  9  Month  (Faculty)   .J   12  Month   S:a~ 
I     I  Pledged  Payments  (Must  be  paid  in  -J  equal  installments' 

Minimum  S500  Eagle  Club  donation  for  this  option 
Invoice  me     .J  Monthl\    .J  Bimonthi\  .J  Q.,j~.e-  \ 

Signature 


Employer 


I     I    I  would  like  to  meet  with  an  Eagle  Club  Representative  to  talk  about  an 
endowment,  a  planned  gift,  a  facility  gift  or  estate  planning. 


Work  Address 


Please  mail  to:  Eagle  Club  •  Box  5017  •  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406 


For 

Office 

Use 


Date  Received, 


Session* 


_Enti-y  date_ 
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IVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPP 


An  Institution  that  provides 
Higher  Learning  and  now  detailed 
Watches  and  exquisite  Rings. 


H 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
Alumni  Association  has  joined  with 
Jostens,  a  national  leader  in  recognition 
products  and  services,  to  introduce  four 
distinctive  Seiko  watches  and  an 
impressive  new  signet  ring. 

Each  watch  features  a  richly  detailed, 
re-creation  of  The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  seal.  A  polished  case, 
mar-resistant  crystal,  date  display  and 
synchronized  second  hand  enhance  either 
of  the  four  watch  designs.  Choose  from  a 
gold-tone,  dual-tone,  titanium  bracelet 
style  or  a  black  embossed  calf-leather  strap 


from  Seiko.  Seiko  watches  never  need 
winding,  come  with  a  three  year 
battery  and  "three  year  warranty. 

The  signet  ring,  a  classic  piece  of 
jewelry,  has  always  denoted  a  valued 
position  or  a  special  bond.  Today  that 
tradition  continues,  and  those  who  wear 
signet  rings  share  distinguished  membership 
in  a  very  special  group  of  people.  It  is  with 
pride  thetefore,  that  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  invites  you  to  acquire 
an  impressive  new  signet  ring,  a  work 
of  exceptional  beauty  and  superb 
craftsmanship  created  exclusively  for  you. 


In  keeping  with  tradition, 
The  University  of  Southern 
Mississippi  Watch  and  Signet 
Ring  is  available  only  to 
alumni  and  friends. 

The  Official 
Watch  &  Ring 
Collection 
By  Jostens 


jostens 


Order  by  phone,  call  toll-free;  for  Watches:  1-800-523-0124,  For  Rings:  1-800-854-7464  (7a.m.  to  7p.m.  CST). 

or  visit:  www.jostensalumshop.com 


The  beautiful  and  majestic 
Beau  Rivage  Hotel  rises  out 
of  the  sandy  shores  and  stands 
high  above  the  coastline  of 
Biloxi,  Mississippi.  Its  fine 
restaurants,  luxurious  spa  and 
health  club,  and  outstanding 
shows  complement  one  of  the 
finest  casinos  in  the  country 
and  make  it  a  great  headquar- 
ters for  this  Golden  Eagle 
gala.  For  the  occasion,  the 
Beau  Rivage  has  sweetened 
the  pot  by  offering  rooms  dur- 
ing this  peak  period  for  only 

$99.00  per  night. 

Just  call  888-383-7307 

and  ask  for  the  "Golden 

Eagle  Special  Rate." 

It's  going  to  be  a  great  event, 
a  chance  to  see  old  friends 
and  make  new  ones.  It  is 

destined  to  become  an  annual 

affair  that  will  aid  the  growth 
of  the  Southern  Miss  family 

and  friends  to  parallel  that  of 
the  University  and  all  of  its 

programs.  You  won't  want  to 
miss  this! 


Southern  Miss 
ROCK  THE  COAST  WEEKEND 

May  11  &  12, 2001 


White  sandy  beaches,  emerald  green  golf  courses,  one  of  the  hottest 
dance  bands  around  and  special  rates  at  a  hotel  rated  among  the  top  100  in 
the  country.  Add  a  strong  alumni  base  and  a  cast  of  coaches  and  former 
players  of  one  great  University  (that  by  the  way,  has  always  been  ranked 
among  the  top  party  schools  in  the  country)  and  you've  got  all  the 
ingredients  for  a  Golden  Eagle  weekend  that  will  Rock  the  Mississippi 
Gulf  Coast  and  let  everyone  know  that  Southern  Miss  owns  the  Coast 
and  that  we  are  South  Mississippi's  Home  Team! 

We  want  to  be  sure  that  you  know  that  this  is  not  just  an  athletic  function 
and  it's  not  a  fund  raising  program.  It's  really  an  effort  to  gather  all  past 
students  and  current  friends  in  a  celebration  of  "OUR"  University.  So  call 
every  Golden  Eagle  you  know  and  come  join  us  for  all  the  fun! 

SCHEDULE  OF  EVENTS 

Friday.  May  11.2001 

Gulf  Coast  Shopping 
Tennis,  Golf,  Fishing 

Southern  Miss  Jackson  County  Alumni  Drawdown 

Saturday.  May  12.  2001 

Southern  Miss  Breakfast  with  invited  guests  including 

current  coaches  Jeff  Bower  and  James  Green  and  former  players  such  as 

Adalius  Thomas,  T.J.  Slaughter,  Pat  Surtain,  Todd  Pinkston  and  others. 

(A  great  opportunity  for  kids  to  get  autographs!) 

Fishing,  Golf,  Tennis,  Spa  Treatments,  etc. 

Lord  of  the  Dance  Show 

Southern  Miss  Rock  the  Night  Away  Dance 
at  the  Beau  Rivage 


For  further  information,  contact 

Southern  Miss  Athletic  Department 

Box  5017 

Hattiesburg,  MS  39406 

Phone:  601-266-5299 
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Gulfport  physicians'  gift  supports  Southern  Miss 
marine  education,  research 


OCEAN  SPRINGS  -  A  gift  from  a  family 
of  Gulfport  physicians,  all  graduates  of  The 
University  of  Southern  Mississippi,  will  soon 
be  putting  experiences  at  sea  within  reach  of 
more  college  students  and  teachers. 

Dr.  Tom  Benefield  and  sons  Drs.  Don 
and  Boyd  Benefield  have  donated  their  50- 
foot  trawler  Freedom  to  Southern  Miss  to 
become  part  of  the  fleet  of  the  USM  Insti- 
tute of  Marine  Sciences.  The  Institute  is 
headquartered  at  Gulf  Coast  Research  Lab- 
oratory here. 

The  cypress-hull  vessel  is  covered  with 
fiberglass  and  fully  equipped.  The  Bene- 
fields'  gift  also  included  two  13-foot 
Boston  whalers  with  outboard  motors. 

"This  vessel  will  provide  new  opportu- 
nities for  education  and  discovery  in  the 
field,  especially  for  the  college  students  and 
K-12  teachers  who  come  from  Mississippi 
and  from  throughout  the  United  States 
each  year  to  participate  in  the  learning 
experiences  offered  through  the  Southern 
Miss  Institute  of  Marine  Sciences,"  South- 
em  Miss  President  Horace  Fleming  said. 

"  We  are  grateful  to  the  Benefields.  Their 
gift  helps  the  Institute  fulfill  its  mission  of 
marine  research,  education  and  outreach 
and  moves  the  Institute  even  closer  to 
becoming  the  preeminent  marine  sciences 
institution  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico." 

Father  and  sons  received  their  bache- 
lors degrees  in  biology  from  Southern 
Miss.  The  elder  Benefield,  an  American 
Board  certified  family  practitioner,  is  a 
1953  graduate.  Boyd  is  a  1978  graduate 
and  is  an  internist.  Don,  president  of  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Association  for  the 
year  2000,  graduated  in  1982  and  is  an 
ophthalmologist. 

Benefield  and  his  wife  Elinor  are  also 
the  parents  of  Rachel  Benefield,  who  is  a 
Southern  Miss  graduate  and  minister  of 
Handsboro  Methodist  Church;  and  the 
Freedom  has  been  a  family  affair  for  chil- 
dren and  grandchildren  for  more  than  a 
decade,  ever  since  Boyd  "finally  talked  me 
into"  going  in  with  him  on  a  large  boat  as 
soon  as  he  finished  his  residency. 

"It  wasn't  very  long  until  Donald  fin- 


ished his  residency  and  came  back  here  to 
practice,"  Benefield  recalls.  "That  Christ- 
mas we  had  one  of  our  lawyer  friends 
write  up  an  instrument  in  fancy  type  that 
gave  Donald  a  third  of  the  boat.  We  had  to 
laugh  at  him  because  we  didn't  know  if  it 
was  a  favor  or  not.  He  had  to  take  up  a 
third  of  the  payments." 

Benefield  said  the  time  had  come  in  the 
past  couple  years,  however,  when  the  fam- 
ily's fishing  and  recreational  boating  pat- 
terns had  changed,  and  the  50-footer  was 
"too  much  boat."  He  said  Boyd,  who  has 
maintained  the  boat  in  such  excellent  con- 
dition, first  voiced  the  idea  of  making  the 
Freedom  a  gift.  That  was  agreeable  to  all 
three  and  was  a  fit  with  their  strong  ties  to 
Southern  Miss. 

"My  two  boys  and  myself  have  a  Doc- 
tor of  Medicine  from  Tulane,"  Benefield 
said.  "But  when  they  were  talking  about 
where  they  wanted  to  go  to  school,  I  told 
them  'You  can  go  anywhere  you  want  to 
after  you  have  an  undergraduate  degree 
from  Southern.' 

"It  (a  Southern  Miss  education)  has 
been  a  good  experience.  It 
has  given  me  an  opportu- 
nity to  see  the  school 
grow.  When  I  was  there  it 
was  Mississippi  Southern 
College,  and  it  wasn't  as 
strong  as  it  obviously  is 
today.  With  my  boys  going 
through  school,  I  made 
sure  that  I  did  the  course 
advisory  myself.  And  I 
could  tell  by  the  course 
load  how  much  better  it 
got  every  year." 

Benefield  said  by  the 
time  Donald  had  his  pre- 
medical  at  USM,  the  acade- 
mic status  was  excellent. 
The  Southern  Miss  degree 
served  them  well,  he  said. 
"We  all  three  got  into 
Tulane  (University  School 
of  Medicine),  which  is  very 
difficult  to  do." 

The  Institute  of  Marine 


Sciences  is  the  Southern  Miss  provider  of 
marine  research,  education  and  outreach 
and  includes  the  GCRL,  J.L.  Scott  Marine 
Education  Center  and  Aquarium,  and  pro- 
grams at  Stennis  Space  Center.  Ei 


A  SOUTHERN  MISS  FAMILY  -  THE  BENEFIELD 
FAMILY  OF  GULFPORT  GATHERS  ON  THE  BOW 
OF  THE  FREEDOM  PRIOR  TO  ITS  VOYAGE  TO 
ITS  NEW  BERTH  WITH  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF 
SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI  INSTITUTE  OF 
MARINE  SCIENCES.  GULFPORT  PHYSICIANS, 
DR.  TOM  BENEFIELD  AND  SONS  DRS.  DON 
AND  BOYD  BENEFIELD.  ALL  USM  GRADUATES, 
HAVE  DONATED  THE  50  FOOT  TRAWLER  TO 
SOUTHERN  MISS  TO  SUPPORT  THE  EDUCA- 
TION, RESEARCH  AND  OUTREACH  OF  THE 
INSTITUTE. 


ABOARD  THE  FREEDOM  -  FROM  THE  LEFT,  DEAN  D.  JAY  GRIMES 
AND  PRESIDENT  HORACE  FLEMING  OF  THE  UNIVERSITY  OF 
SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI  CELEBRATE  THE  GIFT  OF  THE  50-FOOT 
TRAWLER  FREEDOM  WITH  THE  DONORS,  GULFPORT  PHYSICIANS 
DR.  TOM  BENEFIELD  AND  SONS  DRS.  DON  AND  BOYD  BENEFIELD. 
FLEMING  PRESENTED  THE  THREE  SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
WITH  BLACK  AND  GOLD  "HONORARY  CHIEF  SCIENTIST"  CAPS 
FROM  THE  INSTITUTE  OF  MARINE  SCIENCES,  THE  SOUTHERN 
MISS  UNIT  THAT  WILL  EMPLOY  THE  VESSEL  FOR  MARINE 
EDUCATION  AND  RESEARCH. 
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COLLEGE REPORT 


Institute  For  Disability  Studies 


BY  CHARITY  MOSELEY  WALLACE 
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Southern  Miss  students  don't  have  to 
look  far  on  campus  to  see  how  people 
can  impact  the  lives  of  others  in 
their  community.  Whether  providing 
support  for  new  parents  of  infants  with 
disabilities,  instructing  Southern  Miss 
students  through  courses,  or  assisting 
disabled  citizens  in  buying  a  home ,  the 
Institute  for  Disability  Studies-located  on 
the  Hattiesburg  campus  of  The  University 
of  Southern  Mississippi-  is  enhancing  the 
life  of  Mississippi  citizens  with  disabilities. 
The  Institute  for  Disability  Studies  is  a 
program  funded  by  the  Administration  on 
Developmental  Disabilities,  U.S.  Depart- 
ment of  Health  and  Human  Services.  "As 
Mississippi's  University  Affiliated  Program, 
our  mission  is  to  assist  people  in  being 
integrated  fully  and  participating  in 
community  life  and  try  to  prevent  the 
typical  segregation  you  so  often  see  with 
people  of  disabilities,"  said  Dr.  Jane  Siders, 
Director  of  IDS. 

The  Institute  for  Disability  Studies  is  a 
broad-based  organization  that  focuses  not 
only  on  the  education  of  individuals  with 
disabilities,  but  also  on  health  care,  social 
services,  human  services,  civil  rights,  policy, 
and  the  development  of  leadership  skills. 
IDS'  staff  consists  of  a  dedicated  team  of 
professionals,  from  the  fields  ranging  from 
psychology  to  adult  education  who  are 
committed  to  community  health.  IDS 
administers  programs  that  target  an  indi- 
vidual's life  stages  through  early  intervention 
programs,  school  and  transition  services 
programs,  and  aging  programs.  These 
programs  emphasize  independence  and 
inclusion  in  the  classroom,  workplace, 
and  community. 

From  its  program  at  the  neonatal  unit 
of  Forrest  General  Hospital  to  its  successful 
recreation  projects  that  integrate  children 
with  disabilities  with  their  peers,  IDS 
provides  resources  to  enhance  the  life  span 
of  individuals  with  disabilities.  "We  try  to 
start  early  with  our  parents  and  with  our 
community.  We  don't  want  to  see  these 
babies  grow  up  and  placed  in  institutions 
or  segregated  programs.  We  want  these 
children  to  fully  grow  up,  have  friends,  live 
on  their  own,  work  out  in  the  community 
and  be  accepted  and  I  think  that's  really 
reassuring  for  many  of  our  parents  of  chil- 
dren with  disabilities,"  remarks  Siders. 
With  the  help  of  IDS  and  its  Home  of 
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Your  Own  Project,  Mississippians  with  dis- 
abilities are  seeing  their  dreams  of  home 
ownership  come  to  reality.  Through  the 
assistance  of  this  home  ownership  process, 
20  individuals  with  low  incomes  and  dis- 
abilities, some  severe,  are  home  owners. 
IDS  recently  received  $1  million  from 
HUD  to  conduct  statewide  training  and 
technical  assistance  with  consumers  and 
lenders  and  city  governments  across  the 
state  to  increase  housing  and  independent 
living  for  individuals  with  disabilities. 


In  addition  to  providing  services  to 
individuals  with  disabilities,  IDS  adminis- 
ters family  support  programs-Special  Kids 
Family  Network  and  Autism  Spectrum 
Support  Group-  that  provide  an  opportu- 
nity  for  parents  to  be  involved  with  other 
parents  who  have  children  with  disabilities. 

IDS'  mam  mission  is  training,  at  the 
University  and  in  the  community.  IDS  pro- 
vides training  assistance  in  almost  every 
county  across  the  state  by  sponsoring 
workshops  and  seminars  to  increase 
awareness,  develop  policies  and  resources 
and  to  enhance  the  quality  of  services.  IDS 
also  provides  assistive  technology  training 
by  teaching  school  districts  and  businesses 
how  to  use  technology  in  helping  someone 
become  more  independent. 

IDS  is  committed  to  providing  a  strong 
University  interdisciplinary  training  pro- 
gram. An  average  of  200  Southern  Miss 
students-undergraduate  and  graduate— 
from  numerous  disciplines  receive  training 
each  year  through  courses,  seminars,  and 
independent  study.  With  the  range  of  pro- 
fessional backgrounds  of  IDS'  staff,  students 
who  train  at  the  Institute  are  exposed  to 
many  different  disciplines  and  the  team- 
work it  takes  to  achieve  success. 

IDS  provides  instruction  for  students 
studying  to  earn  a  master  of  science  degree 
in  early  intervention,  an  interdisciplinary 
program  offered  jointly  by  the  School  ot 
Family  and  Consumer  Sciences  and  the 
Department  of  Special  Education  and  the 
only  type  program  in  the  state.  The  Insu- 
tute  is  in  the  process  of  developing  addi- 
tional courses  and  putting  all  courses 
online,  so  students  from  across  the  state 
can  access  them.  A  Career  Exploration 
Course  is  also  in  the  works:  undergraduates 
in  different  disciplines  will  be  placed  in 
their  field  of  interest  to  explore  how  then- 
field  deals  with  people  with  disabilities. 

The  Institute  for  Disability  Studies  is 
not  only  making  a  difference  in  the  lite  of 
individuals  with  disabilities,  it  is  also 
changing  the  way  people  treat  those  with 
disabilities.  "Just  because  someone  has  a 
disability  doesn't  mean  that  they  aren't  com- 
petent and  not  able  to  work  and  live  inde- 
pendentlv,"  said  Dr.  Siders.    "We  try  to  get 
people  to  look  past  the  disability  and  really 
see  the  person  and  their  capabilities  "  S^* 
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Joachim's  gift  honors  father,  helps  women  return  to  University 


Liz  Joachim  of  Biloxi,  a  '58  Gulf  Park 
College  graduate,  has  established  a  $20,000 
scholarship  endowment  for  mature  women 
who  return  to  college  at  USM's  Gulf  Coast 
campus  in  Long  Beach. 

Joachim,  president  of  Frank  P  Corso, 
Inc.,  the  family  business  her  father  began 
more  than  77  years  ago,  said  that  her  partici- 
pation in  civic  organizations  compels  her  to 
address  the  need  for  scholarships  for  women 
age  40  or  older  from  Mississippi. 

"It  made  me  realize  that  there  are  so 
many  women,  especially  from  my  generation, 
who  did  not  go  on  and  finish  their  education. 
Nowadays,  you  really  have  to  have  a  degree. 
All  three  of  my  children  took  courses 
through  Southern,"  said  Joachim.  "Two  grad- 
uated there,  and  my  son,  John  Joachim,  Jr. , 
married  Donna  Holland,  who  also  graduated 
from  Southern  Miss. 

"I  gave  the  endowment  in  the  name  of 
my  father  because  he  was  so  well  known  for 
giving  back  to  his  community.  But  I  also  felt 
like  I  wanted  to  leave  some  sort  of  legacy 


for  my  children  and  my  grandchild,"  said 
Joachim.  "So  we've  combined  the  two 
names  into  the  Frank  R  Corso  -  Liz  Corso 
Joachim  Endowment." 

Jean  Wiesenburg,  assistant  director  of 
major  gifts  in  the  USMGC  development 
office,  who  worked  closely  with  Joachim  on 
the  gift,  said,  "Liz  is  such  an  inspiration  to 
the  community  to  women,  to  everyone  she 
comes  in  contact  with.  She  is  the  role  model 
for  a  businesswoman  and  for  women  in 
general.  Her  presence  is  felt  up  and  down 
the  Coast." 

"Most  people  feel  that  if  you  don't  have 
$100,000  or  a  million  dollars,  no  one  wants 
small  amounts,"  said  Joachim.  "I  think  that 
people  shy  away  from  giving  small  gifts 
because  they  feel  that  it's  not  going  to  go 
very  far,  or  help  that  many  people.  Well, 
I'm  starting  out  small  but  I  hope  to  add  to  it 
down  the  road.  If  I  waited  until  I  got  to 
where  I  could  do  a  quarter  million  dollars  I 
might  never  get  to  give  this  gift." 


LIZ  JOACHIM  AND  JEAN  WIESENBURG.  ASSISTANT 

DIRECTOR  OF  MAJOR  GIFTS  IN  THE  USMGC  OFFICE 

OF  DEVELOPMENT,  POSE  IN  FRONT  OF  THE  PLAQUE 

THAT  COMMEMORATES  THE  ESTABLISHMENT  OF 

THE  CORSO  -  JOACHIM  BUSINESS  IN  1924. 


Honor  Club  Members 


Benefactors 


PRESIDENT'S  CIRCLE 

Don  and  Patricia  Benefield 
Gulfport,  Mississippi 

Boyd  and  Diannia  Benefield 
Gulfport,  Mississippi 

Tom  and  Elinor  Benefield 
Gulfport,  Mississippi 

Steve  and  Toni  Floyd 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Lester  Haddox 
Columbia,  Mississippi 

Thelma  Murff  and  Sidney  P  Johnson  ** 
Harley  L.  *  *  and  Janet  T  Sims 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

JoAnne  and  Ray  Sims 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

HERITAGE  SOCIETY 

Anonymous 

The  H.A.  and  Margret  Rey  Fund  at  the 
Combined  Jewish  Philanthropies 
Boston,  Massachusetts 

CORPORATE  ASSOCIATES  FOR  EXCELLENCE 

Frank  P  Corso,  Inc. 
Biloxi,  Mississippi 

Pro  Travel,  Inc. 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 


ASSOCIATES  FOR  EXCELLENCE 

Lucretia  B.  and  Jack  G.  Bryant 
New  Orleans,  Louisiana 

Fletcher  C.  and  Rachel  Coker 
Diamondhead,  Mississippi 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  D.  B.  Conerly 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Drs.  Howell  and  Ginny  Crawford 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Lee  Jarrell  and  Judy  Davis 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Joseph  and  Kay  Dixon 
Heidelberg,  Mississippi 

Marcel  and  Isabel  Dupre 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana 

Bob  and  Chris  Heath 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

Gregory  B.  Odjakjian 
Northville,  Michigan 

Dr.  and  Mrs.  David  Richardson 
Hattiesburg,  Mississippi 

**  Deceased 
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(Editor's  note)  In  an  effort  to  recognize  more  donors 
who  are  enhancing  educational  opportunities  at  USM,  we 
will  list  in  each  issue  some  of  the  BENEFACTORS  to  the 
USM  Foundation  in  recent  months.) 

•  Trastmark  National  Bank  of  Hattiesburg  has 
pledged  $50,000  to  fund  the  Trustmark 
National  Bank  Endowment  in  the  Arts.  The  gift 
will  provide  scholarships  for  students  enrolled  in 
each  of  the  four  disciplines  within  the  College  of 
The  Arts-art,  music,  theater  and  dance. 

•  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Dawson  B.  Conerly  of  Hattiesburg 
have  given  $10,000  to  the  Partners  in  the  Arts 
in  the  College  of  The  Arts. 

•  Fletcher  C.  and  Rachel  Coker  of  Diamondhead 
have  pledged  $10,000  for  the  USM  Gulf  Coast 
Toy  Library  and  Technology  Learning  Center. 
The  gift  includes  a  matching  gift  from  BellSouth. 

•  Gregory  B.  Odjakjian  of  Northville,  Michigan, 
has  given  $10,000  for  a  Pride  (USM  Marching 
Band)  scholarship.  The  gift  includes  a  match 
from  The  McGraw-Hill  Companies.  Odjakjian,  a 
1967  Southern  Miss  graduate,  said  he  gave  the 
scholarship  because  he  wants  other  students 
"to  experience  the  life  benefits  that  the  Pride  gives." 

•  State  Representative  Lee  Jarrell  Davis  of 
Hattiesburg  has  given  $10,000,  to  be  divided 
between  the  College  of  Business  Administration  and 
the  College  of  Nursing.  Davis,  a  1968  CBA 
graduate,  said  he  wanted  to  provide  scholarship 
opportunities  in  his  college  as  well  as  in  the 
College  of  Nursing,  where  his  two  daughters, 
Traci  and  Kim,  earned  their  degrees. 
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FOUNDATION NEWS 


Campaign  preparation 

continues; 
Susan  Hollandsworth 
named  director 

Susan  Hollandsworth  has  been 
named  director  of  the  Campaign  for 
Southern  Miss. 

Hollandsworth,  formerly  the  USM 
Foundations  director  of  major  gifts  said, 
"We  are  very  fortunate  to  have  a  team  of 
development  officers  who  have  devel- 
oped good  relationships  with  many 
friends  and  alumni  throughout  the 
country.  One  of  my  roles  will  be  to  coor- 
dinate the  fund-raising  efforts  of  this 
team  to  ensure  that  we  have  reached  all 
our  friends  and  alums  so  that  we  can 
meet,  if  not  exceed,  our  campaign  goal." 

Steps  already  taken  in  preparation 
for  the  campaign  include 

•  A  communications  audit  by  the 
GodwinGroup,  winter  '98 

•  The  report  of  the  Commission  on 
the  Future  of  the  University,  spring  '98 

•  Development  of  a  Strategic  Plan, 
spring  '99 

•  An  athletic  study,  fall  '99 

•  Economic  development  studies,  fall  '99 

•  A  feasibility  study,  fall  '99 

•  Upgrading  and  converting  Advance- 
ment and  other  databases  into  one 
University-wide  database  with  the 
implementation  of  PeopleSoft,  spring  '00 

•  Development  of  a  campaign  case 
statement,  summer  '00 

•  Screening  to  identify  major  gift  pro- 
jects for  the  campaign 

The  groundwork  has  been  laid,  and 
Hollandsworth  believes  the  best  is  yet 
to  come. 

"We  have  a  great  story  to  tell  about 
Southern  Miss,"  she  said,  "and  the  next 
three  years  will  be  filled  with  even 
greater  things  as  we  successfully  com- 
plete our  first  campaign."  ES 


$50,000  gift  expands  legacy  of 
Curious  George  creators 


The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
was  recently  given  a  $50,000  gift 
from  the  H.A.  and  Margret  Rey  Fund  at 
the  Combined  Jewish  Philanthropies  of 
Greater  Boston.  The  catalysts  for  the  gift 
are  a  mischievous  monkey  named  Curious 
George  and  his  creators,  the  late  H.A.  and 
Margret  Rey. 

When  the  de  Grummond  Children's  Lit- 
erature Collection  at  Southern  Miss  was 
founded  in  1966,  the  Reys  were  among  its 
earliest  contributors.  Now  one  of  their  close 
friends  maintains  the  bond  between  the 
Reys  and  Southern  Miss. 

Lay  Lee  Ong,  originally  from  Malaysia, 
was  a  close  personal  friend  of  Margret  Rey. 
Now  a  trustee  of  the  Cunous  George  Founda- 
tion and  co-executor  of  the  Rey  Estate,  Ong 
established  a  management  fund  with  the 
Combined  Jewish  Philanthropies  of  Greater 
Boston  called  the  H.  A.  and  Margret  Rey 
Curious  George  Fund.  Recently  the  Universi- 
ty was  awarded  $50,000  from  that  fund  to 
provide  support  of  scholarly  work,  research 
and  preservation  efforts  within  the  Rey  mate- 
rials in  the  de  Grummond  Collection. 

"Because  the  Rey  manuscripts  are  at  the 


de  Grummond  Collection,  I  find  it  is  only 
fitting  that  this  support  has  been  given  to 
the  USM  Foundation,"  said  Ong. 

Recently  the  University  was  again  in  the 
news  in  conjunction  with  the  Rey  estate. 
During  the  Curious  George  Comes  to  Hat- 
tiesburg  Symposium  in  October  1999,  Dee 
Jones,  curator  of  the  de  Grummond  Collec- 
tion, showed  a  manuscript  in  the  collection 
to  guest  speaker  Anita  Silvey  vice  president 
and  publisher  of  children's  books  at 
Houghton  Mifflin  Company. 

Silvey  had  worked  for  more  than  20 
years  with  the  Reys  but  had  never  seen  the 
manuscript  of  'Whiteblack  the  Penguin 
Sees  the  World."  Her  faith  in  the  manu- 
script in  the  de  Grummond  Collection  led 
to  the  book's  publication  in  August  2000. 

In  the  last  pages  of  the  book,  a  letter 
from  Silvey  explains  how  the  manuscript 
was  found.  It  also  praises  the  work  of  Dr. 
Lena  de  Grummond,  who  started  the  collec- 
tion at  Southern  Miss,  and  Dee  Jones  for  her 
continuing  work  on  the  collection.  On  Oct. 
1 1 ,  CBS-TV  viewers  nationwide  saw  South- 
em  Miss  highlighted  when  a  segment  about 
the  new  book  aired  on  "The  Early  Show." 


THE  LATE  H.A.  AND  MARGRET  REY  DISPLAY  ONE  OF  THEIR  BOOKS  FEATURING  THEIR  MOST  FAMOUS 
CREATION,  CURIOUS  GEORGE,  IN  A  FILE  PHOTOGRAPH  FROM  THE  DE  GRUMMOND  COLLECTION 
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like  a  good  neighbor, 
Slate  Farm  is  there.® 

See  one  of  these  good  neighbor  agents: 


Biloxi 

Jimmy  Taylor 
228-388-1120 

Brookhaven 

Bobby  Britt 
601-833-6786 

Crystal  Springs 

Kent  Newman 
601-892-5941 

Hattiesburg 

Clyde  Bryant 
601-544-6566 

Hattiesburg 

Ben  Calhoun 
601-5451511 

Hattiesburg 

Wally  Wesley 
601-264-1117 

Jackson 

Steve  Weeks 
601-922-7440 

Long  Beach 

Fred  Walker 
228-863-8535 


Lumberton 

Dorman  Davis 
601-796-8544 

Magee 

Leah  Blain 
601-849-3394 

McComb 

Lance  Varnado 
601-684-4193 

Petal 

Ted  Cannon 
601-582-1574 

Picayune 

Tommy  Keen 
601-798-4082 

Purvis 

Judy  Morgan 
601-794-6063 

Richton 

Howard  Coon 
601-788-6931 


state  farm 
hQ0v 


INSURANCE 


State  Farm  Insurance  Companies 

Home  Offices:  Bloomington,  Illinois 
statefarm.com 
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CLASS RLftT  E  S 


NOMA  STRINGER  FOSTER  '45  of 

Louisville  recently  retired  after  teaching  home 
economics  for  38  years. 


19   5   0S 


AH  cities  in  Mississippi  unless  otherwise  noted 


RICHARD  E.  STAUTER  '51,  '55  is  the  presi- 
dent of  the  Mississippi  Retired  Teachers  Asso- 
ciation for  2000-2001.  He  also  serves  as  chair 
of  Jackson  County  Triad/S.A.L.T.  Council.  He 
and  his  wife,  LUCYE  BERNICE  MARTIN 
STAUTER  '51  reside  in  Moss  Point. 

MARIE  MARTIN  JONES  '52  of  Pagosa 
Springs,  Colo.,  directs  the  community  Christ- 
mas Choir  of  Pagosa  Springs  each  year. 

CHARLES  R.  SHOWS'52  of  Biloxi  teaches 
part-time  at  USMGC  after  45  years  of  teaching 
and  enjoys  traveling  with  his  wife. 

LOUISE  K.  BROOM  '54  of  Knoxville,  Tenn., 
recently  retired  as  General  Supervisor  Medical 
Technologist  after  3 1  years  with  Weisgarber 
Medical  Lab,  Inc. 

SID  I.  DAVISON,  JR.  '58  of  Spearfish,  S.D., 
had  a  story  published  by  the  South  Dakota 
Review  last  summer;  a  book,  "Fire  in  the  Bad- 
lands" was  released  in  1998;  and  "Ghost  Dogs," 
a  short  story,  received  the  Midwest  Fiction  Prize 
from  Michigan  State  University  in  1999. 

HAROLD  D.  LOVE  '58  of  Conway,  Ark.,  was 
honored  at  the  University  of  Central  Arkansas 
commencement  on  May  13,  2000,  as  distin- 
guished professor  emeritus. 

CHARLES  E.  HARVISON  '59  of  Joeltown, 
Tenn.,  was  recently  elected  President  of  Big 
Brothers  of  Nashville. 


19  6  0S 
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DR.  JOHN  J.  CISTRIANO  '60,  '66  of  Riva, 
Md.,  recently  retired  from  Chesapeake  College 
after  30  years  as  Academic  Dean/Athletic 
Director.  He  received  Administrator  Emeritus 
status  and  also  received  the  Maryland  Tourism 
Educational  Award,  Maryland  Parks  and 
Recreation  Fellow  Award,  and  was  named  in 
the  VIP  Biographies  of  the  1999-2000  Strat- 
more  "Who's  Who." 

EUGENE  K.  OWEN  '60  of  Cleveland  retired 
from  Delta  State  University  in  June  2000  after 
serving  as  an  assistant  professor  of  Accounting 
for  23  years.  He  was  selected  as  the  outstanding 
teacher  for  1999-2000  by  Delta  State  students. 

LARRY  E.  BRADLEY  '61  was  recently  pro- 
moted to  vice  president  of  GRC  International, 
an  AT&T  company.   He  has  been  director  of 
the  Integrated  Technologies  Group  of  GRCI 
since  December  1998.  He  and  his  wife, 
Prudy,  reside  in  Springfield,  Va. 

ROBERT  L.  "SONNY"  STEVENS  '61  of 

Owens  Cross  Roads,  Ala,  was  recently  pro- 
moted to  assistant  manager  Avionics  Depart- 
ment at  Marshal  Space  Flight  Center. 

WILLIAM  SWORTWOOD  '62  is  Scan 
Supervisor/Payroll  and  Accounting  for  Doc- 
Scan,  Inc.  Docscan  scans  documents  to  ni- 
fties of  PDF  files  and  uses  optical  reader  tech- 
nology to  create  Microsoft  Word  DOC  files. 

WILLIAM  A.  HANSEN,  JR.  '63  was  appoint- 
ed to  vice  president  of  Investments  at  A.  G, 
Edwards  &  Sons,  Inc.  in  1999. 


LT.  COL.  JIM  MAJOR  '63  recently  published 
his  12th  book,  "Citation:  Note  and  Bibliograph- 
ic Form."  It  is  a  textbook  for  his  graduate  and 
undergraduate  students  at  the  Joint  Military 
Intelligence  College  in  Washington,  D.C   He 
and  his  wife,  Joan,  reside  in  Arlington,  Va. 

JAMES  HARDY  ANDREWS  '64  of  Bowie, 
Md.,  is  a  Certified  Property  Manager  with  the 
U.S.  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Devel- 
opment in  the  Office  of  Public  and  Indian 
Housing  in  Washington,  D.C.   He  is  currently 
coordinating  the  development  and  implemen- 
tation of  nationwide  training  effort  for  changes 
in  public  housing  administration  resulting 
from  the  Public  Housing  Reform  Act  of  1998. 

NANCY  PAULINE  RAMSAY  HOLDERER  '64 

serves  on  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  Gulfport 
School  District;  she  was  recently  elected  Presi- 
dent of  the  Board. 

NOBLE  MORTON  '65  graduated  from  the 
law  enforcement  training  program  at 
Okaloosa-Walton  Community  College  in 
Niceville,  Fla.,  in  December  1999  as  the  oldest 
person  to  ever  finish  the  program.   He  cur- 
rently works  for  the  Okaloosa  County  Sheriffs 
Department. 

PAULA  A.  CRIDER  '66  of  Spicewood,  Texas, 
was  recently  named  Distinguished  Visiting 
Professor  for  the  2000  fall  tenn  at  the  Univer- 
sity of  Nebraska.  Also,  Crider  will  follow  USM 
Director  of  Bands,  Tom  Fraschillo,  as  President 
of  the  National  Band  Association. 

JO  MILLER  ORR  '67  of  Saltillo  serves  as 
Choir  Director  at  St.  Luke  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Tupelo.   She  also  teaches  private 
voice  lessons  and  works  part-time  at  a  local 
music  store. 

SUZANNE  S.  AGNSTADT  '68  recently 
retired  after  30  years  with  the  Escambia  County 
School  System.  Her  last  position  was  as  prin- 
cipal of  Beualah  Elementary  School  in  Pcn- 
sacola,  Fla. 

FRANK  MISURELLY  '68  was  recently  certi- 
fied as  a  scuba  diving  instructor.   He  resides  in 
Baldwinsville,  N.Y. ,  with  his  wife  Kathleen. 

RONNIE  E.  THAXTON  '68  of  McComb 

recently  celebrated  the  25th  anniversary  of  his 
practice  as  a  Certified  Public  Accountant. 

CAPTAIN  MARTHA  BILLS  '69,  71,  U.S. 
Navy,  was  recently  assigned  as  the  Comman- 
der of  the  U.S.  Military  Entrance  Processing 
Command  in  North  Chicago,  111.  The  Com- 
mand is  made  up  of  65  processing  stations 
across  the  country,  has  3,500  members,  and 
processes  over  375,000  applicants  for  all  the 
armed  services.   She  works  directly  for  the 
Assistant  Secretary  of  Defense. 

JAMES  LARRY  HOGUE  '69  of  Decatur  was 

recently  named  Vice  President  of  Development 
and  Alumni  Relations  at  East  Central  Commu- 
nity College  1 1c  will  also  be  listed  in  the  next 
edition  of  Marquis  "Who's  Who  in  America  " 


LOU  ANN  POYNTER  '69  of  Hattiesburg  was 
recently  promoted  to  the  position  of  executive 
vice  president  of  Union  Planters  Bank,  Nation- 
al Association,  and  regional  bank  manager. 

CLIFTON  R.  TOPP  '69  of  Bend,  Ore.,  was 
recently  named  General  Manager  of  4Cluster 
radio  station  group  in  Bend  and  Central  Ore- 
gon. The  four  stations  were  recently  purchased 
by  Horizons  Broadcasting,  Inc.  of  Seattle. 

CAROL  ANN  WHITE  '69  of  Atlanta.  Ga.. 
was  recently  selected  for  inclusion  in  the 
2000-  20001  edition  of  Marquis  Who's  Who 
of  American  Women.  White  is  the  president 
of  three  small  companies  Leadership  Develop- 
ment Associates,  Kick-Aid,  Inc,  and  Schools 
for  Kicking  and  Punting  Instruction. 
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WILLIAM  E.  "GENE"  LAWSON  '70  serves 
as  property  manager  for  Bryce  Hospital,  Man' 
Starch  Harper  Geriatric  Psychiatry  Center,  and 
Alice  M.  Kidd  and  S.  D.  Allen  Intermediate 
Care  Facilities  operated  by  the  Alabama 
Department  of  Mental  Health. 

RACHEL  SUMMERS  ROBERTS   70  of 

Hattiesburg  recently  celebrated  the  three 
year  anniversary  of  Cubbyhole  Coffee  Shop 
in  Hattiesburg. 

JOHN  A.  RODGERS  '70,  73  of  Freeville, 

N.Y,  recently  completed  the  second  year  of  a 
three  year  term  as  a  member  of  the  Board  of 
Education  for  the  Lansing  School  District  in 
Lansing,  N.Y. 

DAVE  "PRO"  SCHEUERMANN  70  of 

Metairie,  La.,  was  recently  featured  in  the 
October  21,  2000,  edition  of  The  Times- 
Picayune  for  his  outstanding  senice  to  the 
Southern  Association  of  the  AAU  (Amateur 
Athletic  Union). 

JOHN  D.  "BUDDY"  SMITH  70  took  office 
as  the  Yazoo  County  Superintendent  of  Education 
January  1,  2000.  He  and  his  wife,  PHYLLIS 
MITCHELL  SMITH  '69.  reside  in  Yazoo  City 

TODD  MIXON  71  was  recently  named 
regional  president  and  chief  executive  officer 

of  Union  Planters  Bank. 

RONALD  RUSSELL  71  recently  retired  after 
30  years  in  the  Army  and  Army  Reserve.  Dur- 
ing his  career,  he  sened  in  overseas  tours  in 
Germany,  Jordan.  Saudi  Arabia,  and  Panama. 
He  resides  in  Marietta,  Ga.,  with  his  wife  ^:  .ps 

H.  LESLIE  STE\"ERSON  71,  *93  serves  as  the 

Director  of  Student  Services  and  a  lecturer  in 
education  at  William  Carey  College  on  the  C 

MICHAEL  W.  CLARK  72  of  St.  Francisville. 

La.,  was  recently  named  Assistant  Principa  a 
Academic  Affairs  for  West  Feliciana  High 
School  and  Wesi  Feliciana  Middle  Sc 
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DOUGLAS  L.  EVERETT  72  of  Enterprise 
serves  as  the  president  of  the  East  Central  Mis- 
sissippi Retired  Educators. 

ROSEMARY  MASSY 
GONZALEZ  72,  the  Library 
Media  Specialist  at  East 
Columbia  School,  recently 
received  the  Carroon  Golden 
Apple  Award  at  the  Mississip- 
pi Library  Association  Awards 
luncheon.  She  has  served  as 
Library  Media  Specialist  at 
East  Columbia  School  for  31  years.  (PHOTO) 

JANET  GARVEY  BARADELL  73  of  Chapel 
Hill,  N.C.,  was  the  1999  recipient  of  the 
North  Carolina  Nurses  Association's  Board  of 
Directors  Award  for  service  to  the  nursing  pro- 
fesson.   She  is  a  self-employed  psychiatric 
clinical  nurse  specialist. 

JEAN  CULP  CLARK  73  of  St.  Francisville, 
La.,  was  recently  named  coordinator  of  Accel- 
erated Reading  at  Bains  Lower  Elementary. 

DONALD  DALE  MORGAN  73  of  Lowell, 
Mich,  recently  founded  the  new  investment 
firm  of  Golden  Investments,  Inc.  in  Grand 
Rapids,  Mich. 

ROBIN  R.  KINGSTON  75,  76  graduated  in 
May  2000  from  Erskine  Theological  Seminary 
in  Due  West,  S.C.,  with  a  Master  of  Divinity 
degree.   Kingston  was  commissioned  as  a  pro- 
bationary elder  in  the  Wester  North  Carolina 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
at  the  annual  conference  in  June  at  Lake 
Junaluska  Assembly. 

JAMES  ALLEN  SMITH  75  of  Pascagoula 
serves  as  chairman  of  Trent  Lott  International 
Airport  commission.  He  is  also  a  deputy  sheriff 
of  Jackson  County. 

ROBERT  E.  MCDERMOTT  75,  77  of 

Oviedo,  Fla.,  was  recently  promoted  to  presi- 
dent of  David  W.  Miller  &  Associates,  Inc. 

BROCK  E.  WILSON  76  recently  accepted  a 
position  as  senior  claims  representative  with 
Factory  Mutual  Global,  which  specializes  as 
property  loss  prevention,  engineering,  and 
research  company.   He  and  his  wife,  Kathy, 
reside  in  Dallas,  Texas. 

EVA  L.  JENKINS  77  of  Diamondhead  was 
recently  selected  to  serve  for  a  two-year  term  on 
the  board  of  the  Mississippi  Alliance  for  Arts 
Education  and  on  the  board  of  the  Mississippi 
State  Agricultural  Extension  Service  Advisory 
Council.  Jenkins  serves  as  the  Education  Coor- 
dinator for  Lynn  Meadows  Discovery  Center 
Children's  Museum. 

LINDA  J.  MULLER  77  of  Babb,  Mont., 
serves  as  Oracle  Application  Support  Analyst 
for  Veritas  DGC,  Inc. 

SIS.  CARMELITA  STINN  77  of  Hattiesburg 
recently  celebrated  50  years  as  a  religious  nun. 

RICK  WEBB  77,  78  of  Ft.  Lauderdale,  Fla., 
was  recently  promoted  to  national  director  of 
human  resources  for  Ernst  &  Young's  Admin- 
istrative Services  group  based  in  West  Palm 
Beach,  Fla. 


MARY  A.  HILL  78  of  Jackson  was  recently 
elected  secretary  of  Girl  Scout  Council  of 
Middle  Mississippi  for  2000-2003  and  was 
appointed  Major  Cities  Section  Chair  of  American 
School  Food  Service  Association  for  2000-2002. 

MICHAEL  V  RATLIFF  78  has  joined  the 
law  firm  of  S.  JOEL  JOHNSON  77  and  JEF- 
FREY L.  HALL  '89.  They  have  changed  the 
firm's  name  to  Johnson,  Hall  &  Ratliff,  PLLC. 

REV.  WAYNE  H.  ARNOLD  79  of  Natchez 
graduated  from  Notre  Dame  Seminary  in  New 
Orleans,  La.,  with  a  Master  of  Divinity  in 
Sacred  Theology  on  May  10,  2000.   On  June 
10,  2000,  he  was  ordained  to  the  priesthood 
for  the  Catholic  Diocese  of  Memphis,  Tenn.,  at 
the  Cathedral  of  the  Immaculate  Conception. 

WANDA  BRISTER  79  was  recently  appoint- 
ed assistant  professor  of  Music,  Artist/Teacher 
of  Voice  at  the  University  of  Arizona. 

LARRY  HINTON  79  has  been  promoted  to 
senior  counsel  of  GEICO's  legislative  counsel 
office  in  Washington.   He  and  his  wife,  Judith, 
live  in  Bowie,  Md.,  with  their  two  children. 

BETTY  TRAMMEL  STAFFORD  79  of  Gulf- 
port  retired  in  1998  after  teaching  nursing  for 
27  years  at  Mississippi  Gulf  Coast  Community 
College.  Stafford  retired  in  1999  from  Memo- 
rial Hospital  in  Gulfport  after  working  as  a 
R.N.  part  time  for  the  last  10  years. 

RONALD  STRITZINGER  79  recently  retired 
after  34  years  in  the  field  of  criminal  justice. 
The  retired  Deputy  Judicial  Administrator  of 
the  Louisiana  Supreme  Court  resides  in 
Lacombe,  La.,  with  his  wife  Leticia. 
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PAMELA  KAY  BASS  '80  of  Jackson  served  as 
the  personal  makeup  artist  for  TV  commer- 
cials of  Lt.  Governor  Amy  Tuck.  She  also 
started  her  own  gift  basket  business  called 
Pam's  Basskits. 

JAMES  T.  HALE  '80  is  the  head  football 
coach  at  Arnold  High  School  in  Panama  City, 
Fla.,  and  his  wife,  JULIE  LANGTON  HALE 
'80,  is  the  business  teacher  and  cheerleading 
coach  at  Arnold  High  School. 

KARL  FICKEN  '81  of  Hattiesburg  was 
recently  promoted  to  president  and  CEO  of 
Willmut  Gas  Co.  He  had  been  serving  as  cor- 
porate vice  president  of  Willmut. 

DAVID  KNIGHT  '81  was  elected  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  the  student  body  at  Seabury  Western 
Theological  Seminary  for  the  2000-2001 
academic  year.  He  resides  on  the  seminary 
campus  in  Evanston,  111.,  with  his  wife,  Jen- 
nifer, and  their  children. 

DR.  DAVID  E.  MORRIS,  SR.  '81  was  elected 
President  of  the  Georgia  Association  of 
Acounting  Educators  for  2000-2001. 

ROBERT  "BOB"  BROOKER  '82  is  in  sales 
with  AAA  Printing  and  Graphics.  He  resides 
in  Jackson  with  his  son  Brandon. 


DR.  KEVIN  J.  SHARKEY  '82  and  Dr.  PEGGY 

J.  CANTRELL  '82  reside  in  Johnson  City, 
Tenn.,  where  Dr.  Sharkey  is  a  psychologist  in 
the  Mental  Health  Clinic  at  VA  Medical  Center. 
Dr.  Cantrell  is  a  professor  in  the  Psychology 
Department  of  East  Tennessee  State  University. 

DONNA  G.  BIELSTEIN  '83  of  Marysville, 
Wash.,  was  recently  named  chairperson  of  the 
Business  and  Technology  Department  at  Sno- 
homish High  School.  She  was  also  named  as  the 
school's  website  coordinator  and  technology 
coordinator. 

CHARLES  LYNN  BLACKLEDGE  '83  of 

Spanish  Fort,  Ala.,  was  recently  promoted  to 
Product  Manager  of  Plates  and  Bars  at  Metals 
USA,  in  Mobile,  Ala. 

EMERY  L.  CORLEY  '83  was  recendy  appointed 
to  Associate  General  Counsel  of  Deutsche  Finan- 
cial Services  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

JOHN  L.  OVERLAND,  JR  '83  of  Ft.  Worth, 
Texas,  passed  the  July  2000  Texas  Bar  Examination. 

PHARES  C.  SECHLER  '83  received  a  Ph.D. 
in  Science  Education  from  North  Carolina 
State  University  on  May  4,  2000. 

TIMOTHY  "TIM"  F.  BUTLER  '83  was 

recently  promoted  to  Manager  of  Research  and 
Foreign  Tax  of  Murphy  Oil  Corporation.  But- 
ler and  his  wife,  ELIZABETH  '86,  reside  in  El 
Dorado,  Ark. 

ANNETTE  DRENNAN  '84  of  Stringer,  a 
1981  graduate  of  William  Carey  College,  was 
recently  awarded  a  William  Carey  Outstanding 
Alumni  Award  for  Contribution  to  Nursing. 

DAVID  T  GINN  '84  was  recendy  appointed  pres- 
ident and  CEO  of  Charleston  Regional  Develop- 
ment Alliance,  a  three-county  public/private  part- 
nership working  to  recruit  business  and  industry 
to  the  Charleston  region  of  South  Carolina. 

LARENCE  G.  HARVEILL  '84  is  Education 
Technical  Support  and  Trainer  for  IBM  Global 
Services  in  Atlanta,  Ga. 

TODD  LEWIS  '84  has  been  named  the 
Regional  Vice  President  of  Distribution  for  the 
Southern  region  of  SAKS,  Inc. 

TIMOTHY  S.  MCWILLIAMS  '84  was  select- 
ed to  participate  in  the  Mississippi  Economic 
Council's  2000-2001  Leadership  Program. 
Mc Williams  is  Director  of  Development  for 
Jackson  Academy. 

SUSIE  TAYLOR  '84,  '85  of 

Kokomo  was  recently  pro- 
moted to  Senior  Vice  Presi- 
dent of  Grand  Bank  in  Hat- 
tiesburg. (PHOTO) 

ALLEN  DREW  WALKER 

'84  has  returned  from  a  six 
month  deployment  to  the 
Persian  Gulf.  He  is  currenlty 

assigned  to  HSL-42  at  Naval  Station  Mayport 

as  a  department  head. 

RICHARD  HUDSON  '86  was  recently  pro- 
moted to  Southeast  Region  Technical  Services 
Manager  in  Orlando,  Fla. 

PATRICIA  G.  MCFARLAND  '86  was  recently 
selected  as  a  history  instructor  for  Clackamas 
Community  College  in  Oregon  City,  Ore. 

MICHAEL  JOSEPH  PROSCIA  '86  of  San 

Antonio,  Texas,  was  selected  the  1999  Commu- 
nication Information  Management  Professional 
of  the  Year  for  the  Air  Force  Personnel  Center. 
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DELANE  TAYLOR  '86  of  Alabaster,  Ala.  is  an 
Endodontic  Representative  and  Territory  Man- 
ager for  Dentsply  Tulsa  Dental. 

LARRY  J.  BELLIPANNI,  JR.  '87  was  recently 
named  CEO  of  Heritage  Solution,  Inc.,  a  Hat- 
tiesburg-based  software  company  which 
develops  court  management  information  sys- 
tems and  provides  internet  access  to  public 
records.   He  resides  in  Hattiesburg  with  his 
wife  MONICA  '91  and  their  two  children. 

MAJOR  ROBERT  MARSHALL  '88  was 

recently  reassigned  to  Fort  Hood,  Texas,  1st 
Cavalry  Division  Artillery.  Moving  with  him 
was  wife,  Lea,  and  children,  Nathan  and  Anna. 

STEPHANIE  K.  WEBB  '88  was  selected  to 
participate  in  the  Mississippi  Economic  Coun- 
cil's 2000-2001  Leadership  Program.  She  is 
Outreach  Coordinator  for  Memorial  Behav- 
ioral Health  in  Hattiesburg. 

TREVA  L.  MCINNIS  '89  was  recently  select- 
ed to  participate  in  the  Mississippi  Economic 
Council's  2000-2001  Leadership  Program. 
Mclnms  is  an  attorney  with  Wells,  Moore, 
Simmons  &  Hubbard,  PLLC,  in  Jackson. 

MELODY  WITHERS  MILLER  '89  was  recent- 
ly promoted  to  Manager  of  Applications  and 
Customer  Experience  in  FedEx.com  Marketing. 

JANET  L.  ODOM  '89  of  Hattiesburg  was 
recently  named  Co-Editor  of  the  Journal  oj 
Perianesthesia  Nursing  for  2001-2003.   Odom 
is  a  Clinincal  Nurse  Specialist/Nurse  Consul- 
tant at  Forrest  General  Hospital. 

GERALD  REED  '89  recently  joined  the 

Jaquith  Nursing  Home  on 
the  campus  of  Mississippi 
State  Hospital  as  a  Nursing 
Home  Administrator. 
(PHOTO) 


TRACY  K.  ROBINSON  '89 

was  selected  to  participate  in 
the  Mississippi  Economic 
Councils  2000-2001  Leader- 
ship Program.   Robinson  is  Associate  Director 
of  Economic  Development  with  the  Jackson 
County  Port  Authority  in  Pascagoula. 

C.J.  TENNANT  '89  recently  joined  Union 
Planters  Bank's  International  Trade  Finance 
Group  as  vice  preseident. 

KERRY  T.  WARD  '89  of  Decatur,  Ga.,  was 
recently  promoted  to  supervisor  of  Financial 
Analysis  Department  of  Capmark  Services. 
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SEAN  R  MCGEE  '90  recently  accepted  the 
position  of  vice  president  with  SouthTrust 
Bank  in  Hattiesburg. 

DONN  R.  MITCHELL,  II  '90  of  Biloxi 
recently  accepted  the  position  of  Senior  Direc- 
tor of  Property  Finance  at  Isle  of  Capri  Casino, 
Inc.  He  was  recently  selected  to  participate  in 
the  Mississippi  Economic  Council's  2000- 
2001  Leadership  Program. 

MICHAEL  OSBORNE  '90  of  Columbia  was 
recently  promoted  to  assistant  superintendent 
at  Georgia  Pacific  Corporation's  pulp  mill  in 
Monticello. 

JULIE  PIPER  '90  represents  Walt  Disney 
World  Co.  in  Orlando,  Fla.,  as  a  Traditions 
Assistant,  assisting  in  the  orientation  of  new 
cast  members  and  employees  of  Walt  Disney 
World. 


LEIGH  BRIDGERS  RILEY  '90,'91  recently 
accepted  the  position  of  Speech  Director  at 
Mercy  Medical  Hospital  in  Daphne,  Ala. 

CHARLES  G.  RYLAND  '90  was  promoted 
to  vice  president  of  engineering  and  develop- 
ment at  Willmut  Gas  Co.   He  was  also  select- 
ed to  participate  in  the  Mississippi  Economic 
Council's  2000-2001  Leadership  Program. 

JAN  STROHMEYER  BRIEN  '91  of  Arlington 
Heights,  111.,  recently  delivered  a  presentation 
to  the  Parkside  Associates,  Inc.  Client  Confer- 
ence, September  28-29,  2000,  in  Chicago,  III. 
She  is  Director  of  Client  Service  Quality  and 
Organizational  Development  at  Parkside 
Associates. 

WILL  EASTERLING  '91  of  Petal  has  joined 
AmSouth  Bank  in  Hattiesburg  as  vice  presi- 
dent and  main  office  branch  manager. 

DANNY  K.  GAMES  '91,  '96  is  a  Project  Man- 
ager for  Entergy  Corporation's  Office  of  Eco- 
nomic Development  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.   He 
has  been  with  Entergy  for  two  years. 

LAURA  RUTH  MAYES  '91  of  Brooklyn, 
N.Y.,  performed  The  Queen  of  the  Night  in 
Mozart's  "The  Magic  Flute"  at  the  California 
Music  Festival  in  San  Francisco,  Calif,  in  July 
and  August  2000. 

CHRISTOPHER  E.  SPRABERRY  '91  was 

selected  to  participate  in  the  Mississippi 
Economic  Council's  2000-2001  Leadership 
Program.    He  is  a  partner  in  Spraberry 
Dental  Clinic  in  Gulfport. 

DAVID  L.  LOWERY  '92  was  recently 
appointed  to  the  Williamsburg/Lone  Star  United 
Methodist  Churches  outside  of  Collins. 

ROBERT  L.  MCELHANEY  '92,  94  was 

recently  promoted  to  Chief  Financial  Officer 
of  the  USM  Foundation. 

JARROD  RAVENCRAFT 

'92  has  been  named  Com- 
munications Director  of  the 
Mississippi  State  Hospital. 
(PHOTO) 


ANNETTE  P  TURNER  '92 

was  recently  elected  Vice- 
President  of  the  Mississippi 
Chapter  of  the  National 
Association  of  Certified  Valu- 
ation Analysts.   She  is  a 
Senior  Manager  with  The 
Koerber  Company,  PLLC.   (PHOTO) 

ANTHONY  L.  WILSON  '92  was  selected  to 
participate  in  the  Mississippi  Economic  Coun- 
cil's 2000-2001  Leadership  Program.  Wilson 
is  Electrical  Operations  Manager  with  Missis- 
sippi Power  Company  in  Meridian. 

BRIAN  BROUSSARD  '93  is  a  financial  con- 
sultant with  Merrill  Lynch  in  New  Orleans,  LA. 

MICHAEL  GILES,  JR.  '93  was  recently 
selected  as  the  Associate  Director  of  Opera- 
tions for  LSU  Recreational  Sports. 

CAPT.  ERIC  HOOK  '93,  stationed  at  Elmen- 
dorf  Air  Force  Base  in  Anchorage,  Alaska,  was 
recently  part  of  a  flight  crew  with  CAPT. 
SHANNON  HAILES  '91  deployed  to  Thailand 
in  support  of  Joint  Task  Force  Full  Accounting 
(JTF-FA). 


DANA  TOWNES  LAMAR  '93,  Associate  Pro- 
fessor/Academic Coordinator  of  Nursing  at 
Delta  State  University,  was  recently  recognized 
as  the  1999-2000  recipient  of  the  S.E.  Kassman 
Award  for  Teaching  Excellence.  This  award  is 
given  annually  to  a  faculty  member  selected  as 
the  outstanding  teacher  at  the  university. 

TAYLOR  MORTON  '93,  '96  recently  accept- 
ed a  poisition  as  a  college  scout  for  the  Atlanta 
Falcons.   He  and  his  wife,  CARISSA  '91. 
reside  in  Buford,  Ga.,  with  their  son  Thomas 

CLAYTON  EUGENE  PEACOCK,  JR.  93  is  a 

Migrations  Programmer  in  the  Enterprise  Rela- 
tionship Management  Group  with  iXL  in 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

KIMBERLIE  ANN  WILLIAMS  STATLER 

'93  recently  graduated  from  the  University  of 
Maryland  at  Baltimore  in  May  2000  with  a 
Master's  of  Science  as  an  Adult  Nurse  Practi- 
tioner. She  works  in  the  ER  at  Dewitt  Army 
Hospital  as  Head  Nurse.  She  will  be  deployed 
in  April  2001  to  Bosnia  with  the  28th  Combat 
Support  Hospital,  Ft.  Bragg,  N.C. 

STEPHEN  PAUL  HEARD  '94  of  Gulfpon 
was  appointed  Operational  Evaluation  Con- 
troller for  Beau  Rivage  in  November,  1999. 

J.  CUTTER  MONTGOMERY  '95  will  soon 
open  his  new  law  practice  in  Anderson,  S.C., 
focusing  on  real  estate  transactions,  wills, 
and  probate. 

GINGER  ELLENBURG  CLARK  '95  was 

recently  promoted  to  assistant  principal  at 
Shoal  Creek  Elementary  in  Conyers,  Ga. 

JULIE  ANN  COAKLEY  '95  is  currently  a 
graduate  student  in  the  Business  Administra- 
tion Department  at  Niagara  University  in  New- 
York,  N.Y.   She  is  an  account  executive  with 
Arch  Communications. 

MARGARET  M.  MANN  '95  recently  received 
her  M.D.  from  Texas  Tech.  She  is  presently  in 
her  residency  in  Family  Medicine  in  Buffalo.  N.Y. 

MATTHEW  SCOTT  URBANIC  95  a  Cap- 
tain in  the  U.S.  Army,  recently  moved  with  his 
wife,  Jennifer,  to  Bomberg,  German}-,  where  he 
will  be  stationed  for  two  to  three  years. 

WAYNE  BRADLEY  VOSS  '95,  a  project 
manager  for  Gaylord  Container  Corp., 
recently  completed  the  construction  and 
start  up  of  a  new  $28  million  dollar  facility 
in  Bogalusa,  La.   He  is  presently  living  in  the 
Chicago,  111.  area. 

TODD  BUCHANAN  96  was  recently  pro- 
moted to  Director  of  Sales  for  \AL1C  and 
American  General  Financial  Group. 

WALTER  W.  DENTON  96  has  joined  the 
Godwin  Group  as  an  assistant  account  executive. 

KRISTEN  ELISSA  HOLIFIELD  '96  graduat- 
ed from  the  Mississippi  College  School  of  Law 
in  May  1999  and  was  admitted  to  the  Missis- 
sippi Bar  in  April  2000. 

ALFORNZIA  M.  YOUNG  96  of  Opa-Locka, 

Fla.,  graduated  from  Nova  Southeastern  in 

Fort  Lauderdale,  Fla..  in  October  2000  with  a 
masters  degree  in  social  science. 

ANITA  BROOKS  '97  of  Gamier  was  recently 
selected  the  winner  of  the  2000  Golden  Pyramid 

Award  from  the  Promotional  Products  Associa- 
tion. She  was  also  named  Sales  Person  of  the 
Year  for  2000  for  MP1  Division  of  Geiger. 
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CHARLES  L.  BURTT  '97  of  Glen  Bumie, 
Md.,  is  employed  by  the  Prince  Georges 
County,  Maryland  Public  Schools,  and  Prince 
George's  County  Community  College.    He 
was  named  the  City  of  Bowies  educator  of  the 
year  for  1999. 

LORI  SIBLEY  CLARK  '97  is  a  RN  at  the 

Children's  Hospital  in  Jackson,  and  RONNIE 
CLARK  '97  is  a  Clinton  Police  Officer  and 
S.WA.T.  team  member. 

KELLY  HENLEY  '97  was  recently  promoted 
to  senior  associate  at  Home  CPA  Group's  Hat- 
tiesburg  office. 

TR1NISHA  K.  LACY  '97  of  Austell,  Ga., 
recently  graduated  from  the  Keller  Graduate 
School  of  Management  with  a  master's  in 
information  systems  management.   She  is 
employed  with  WorldCom. 

RAYMOND  S.  MCANDREW  '97  of 

Niceville,  Fla.,  was  recently  award  a  master's 
of  Human  Relations  from  the  University  of 
Oklahoma. 


BYRON  MCCAULEY  '97  recently  moved  to 
Shreveport,  La.,  to  work  as  a  journalist  and 
editorial  page  editor  for  The  Shreveport  Times. 

WANDA  C.  SHOEMAKE  '97  of  Petal 
received  her  MBA  from  William  Carey  College 
in  May  2000.  She  is  Director  of  Payroll  at 
William  Carey 

CHRISTOPHER  SMITH  '97  was  recently 
hired  as  a  loan  officer  with  Citizens  Bank  in 
Magnolia. 

GRETCHEN  ZEHENDER  '97  received  her 
Masters  degree  in  Speech  Pathology  from  the 
University  of  Memphis  on  May  5,  2000. 

CHAD  M.  DOLEAC  '98  has  been  appointed 
Graduate  Fellow  of  The  Trent  Lott  Leadership 
Institute  at  the  University  of  Mississipppi. 

ROBERT  T.  LONG  '98  and  NANCY  L. 

LONG  '98  teach  mathematics  at  the  Gover- 
nor's School  for  Science  and  Mathematics  in 
Hartsville,  S.C.   They  oversee  the  math  cur- 
riculum and  are  sponsors  of  the  GSSM 
Math  Team. 
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fo  Trivia  Qjuz  m  p&§e  17. 


What  were  the  original  school  colors  for  the 

University? 

Although  other  combinations  were  discussed, 
black  and  gold  have  always  been  the  only 
official  colors  for  Southern  Miss. 

Where  was  the  original  location  of  the  R.C. 
Cook  Student  Union  (now  located  on  the 
north  end  of  The  Hub)? 

The  Union  was  in  the  building  now  known  as 

McLemore  Hall. 


What  is  the  highest  final  ranking  of  a 

Southern  Miss  basketball  team? 
The  1960-61  "Golden  Giants"  finished  the 
year  23-3  and  ranked  No.  2  in  the  UPI  college 
division  poll. 

What  is  significant  to  the  University  about 
the  play  "Hey  Daze"? 

"Hey  Daze"  is  the  name  of  the  original  play 
that  represented  life  at  the  University.  The 
song  that  concluded  Act  I,  "Southern  to  the 
Top,"  became  the  Southern  Miss  fight  song. 


VINCENT  MOORE  '98  teaches  English 
composition  and  literature  and  is  a  faculty 
sponsor  of  the  Martial  Arts  Club  at  Kutztown 
University  in  Kutztown,  Pa.  Moore's  novel, 
"Death  in  the  Dojo,"  will  be  released  in  May 
2002  by  Write  Way  Publishing. 

BRAD  REYNOLDS  '98  of  Mendian  recently 
joined  Salomon  Smith  Barney  of  Meridian  as 
a  financial  consultant. 

KYMBERLY  D.  SUMRALL  '98  of  Pom- 
pano  Beach,  Fla.,  was  recently  promoted  to 
head  paralegal  at  the  law  offices  of 
Lawrence  E.  Blacke. 

DR.  JOHN  LUTHER  BYER  '99,  an  associ- 
ate professor  at  the  University  of  West 
Alabama,  recently  chaired  the  committee 
that  refined  the  conceptual  framework  for 
the  University  of  West  Alabama's  College  of 
Education.   He  also  published  an  aritcle  in 
the  Spring  2000  issue  of  The  Journal  of 
Social  Studies  Research  entitled  "Measuring 
the  Positive  Effects  of  Student's  Perceptions 
of  Classroom  Social  Climate  on  Academic 
Self-Concept." 

COREY  DALE  '99  of  Prentiss  has  accepted  a 
position  with  R.J.  Reynolds  Tobacco  Company 
as  a  sales  representative. 

EVELYN  MICHELLE  MANLEY  '99  recently 
joined  Keesler  Federal  Credit  Union  as  mem- 
bership development  specialist. 

COURTNEY  ZITO  '99  was  recently  hired  as 
Director  of  Marketing  for  Nottoway  Plantation 
Restaurant  and  Inn  in  White  Castle,  La. 
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AMANDA  MARKS  00  has 

been  named  Area  Sales  Man- 
ager for  the  Cabot  Lodges  of 
Mississippi.  (PHOTO) 

GWENDOLYN  E  STEPHENS 

'00  of  Silver  Creek  serves  as  the 
Social  Services  Director  of  the 
Prentiss  Regional  Extended 
Care  Facility. 


COUPLES 


THERESA  COLEY-WEBB  '82  of  Fairhope, 
Ala.,  married  Phil  Webb  on  May  30,  1999. 

RHET  HARRIS  WHITLEY  '82  of  Birming- 
ham, Ala.,  married  Carol  Barnes  Whitley  on 
November  6,  1999. 

EDDIE  WAYNE  WHITEHEAD  '89  and 
NANNETTE  MCCOOL  '93  were  married  on 
June  3,  2000.  They  reside  in  Biloxi.  Wayne 
is  a  teacher  and  coach,  and  Nanette  is  a 
teacher  at  D'Iberville  High  School. 

REBECCA  GLAAB  VON  GILLERN  '91 

married  Kevin  Von  Gillem  in  October  1999. 
They  reside  in  Amelia,  Ohio. 

PAUL  MARSHALL  RICE  '94  married  Angela 
Simon  on  June  24,  2000.  The  couple  resides 
in  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  and  he  is  employed  with 
Roundtable  Technology  Solutions. 
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JONATHAN  SHEMPER  '94  married  Bianca  Levy 
"Bia"  Sadicoff  on  November  18,  2000,  in  Rio  De 
Janeiro.  Bia  is  enrolled  in  the  doctoral  program  in 
polymer  science  at  Southern  Miss,  and  Jonathan  is 
employed  by  Ben  Shemper  and  Sons,  Inc. 

TIM  STALING  '95,  97  married  Christy  How- 
ell on  May  27,  2000.   The  couple  resides  in 
Piano,  Texas. 

JOHN  LOWELL  MITCHELL  '96  married 

Heather  Anne  Arington  on  January  15,  2000. 
They  reside  in  Enterprise,  Ala.,  and  he  is  the 
new  car  sales  manager  for  Mitchell  Mazda  Lin- 
coln Mercury. 

CHESSON  PAUL  CLEMENT  '98  marned 
RACHEL  LEMOINE  CLEMENT  '99  on 

December  31,  1999. 

SUSAN  ROWLAND  OLDFATHER  '96  mar- 
ried JOHN  LEE  OLDFATHER  '00  on  October 
13,  2000.  The  couple  resides  in  Rogers,  Ark., 
where  he  is  a  police  officer;  she  is  a  corporate 
Quality  Assurance  Manager  for  Wal-Mart 
stores  in  Bentonville,  Ark. 

CHRISTINA  JOHNSON  "C.J."  STEVENS 
'97,  '98  and  BRIAN  ANDREW  STEVENS  '98 

were  married  on  December  19,  1999,  in  Fort 
Walton  Beach,  Fla.  The  couple  resides  in 
Houston,  Texas,  where  she  is  wellness  coordi- 
nator for  Wyle  Life  Sciences,  Systems,  and  Ser- 
vices; Brian  is  a  percussion  instructor  at 
Stephen  F  Austin  High  School. 

RACHEL  PARKER  BIENVENUE  '98  and 
ELTON  J.  BIENVENUE,  JR.  '98  were  mar- 
ried on  December  11,  1999.   Rachel  is  a  third 
grade  teacher  with  Biloxi  Public  Schools,  and 
Elton  is  an  accountant  with  Alexander,  Van 
Loon,  Sloann  Levens,  and  Favre  PLLC. 

DAWN  KENNEDY  LAMPKIN  '98  married 
Dr.  William  Joseph  Lampkin  on  May  27, 
2000.  Dawn  is  a  teacher  with  Madison  Coun- 
ty Schools,  and  the  couple  resides  in  Canton. 

RHODA  RENEE  RHOADES  WHIPPLE  '98 

marned  Kevin  Edward  Whipple  on  July  31, 
2000,  in  Pleasanton,  Calif.  The  couple  resides 
in  Livermore,  Calif. 

SUZANNE  SWITZER  SMITH  '99  married 
Christopher  Shane  Smith  on  January  22, 
2000.   She  is  a  supervisor  at  the  Grand  Casino 
Biloxi  Islandview  Hotel. 
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REGINALD  SMITH  75,  '88  and  YVONNE 
SMITH  '88  announce  the  birth  of  their  son, 
Warren  Samuel,  born  on  April  5,  2000.   He  is 
welcomed  by  big  sister  Danielle. 

PATTON  CAUSEY  '77  and  his  wife  of  Ft. 
Lauderdale,  Fla.,   announce  the  birth  of  their 
son,  Morgan  Patton,  born  on  November  16, 
1999.   He  is  welcomed  by  twin  sisters  Ash- 
ley and  Cheyenne.  Golden  Eagle  Grandpar- 
ents are  JAMES  ALLEN  '57  and  PATSY 
CAUSEY  '54,  '56. 

DARROLD  PETERS  '81  and  Marcella  Taylor 
Peters  announce  the  birth  of  their  son,  Kristian 
Anthony,  born  on  October  6,  2000,  in  Sta- 
vanger,  Norway.  Darrold  is  in  the  U.S.  Army 
and  stationed  in  Norway. 


CARL  T.  "TOM"  ATKINS  '82  and  Rita 
Atkins  of  Piano,  Texas.,  announce  the  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Amy  Elizabeth,  bom  on  Feb- 
ruary 22,  2000. 

PAM  RAWLINSON  FARMER  '83  and  PAUL 

L.  FARMER  '86  announce  the  birth  of  their 
son,  Holden  Alexander,  born  October  1999. 

CHUCK  HAWKINS  '83  and  Angela  D. 
Hawkins  of  Mt.  Pleasant,  S.C.,  announce  the 
birth  of  their  son,  Chandler  Daniel,  bom  on 
July  5,  2000.  He  is  welcomed  by  big  sister 
Samantha. 

JAYNE  HIGGINBOTHAM  SUITS  and  JAY 
E.  SUITS  '83  of  Baton  Rouge,  La.,  announce 
the  birth  of  their  son,  Brett  Parker,  born  on 
March  3,  2000. 

STEVEN  HINESLEY  '85  and  Suzanne  Hines- 
ley  of  Franklin,  Term.,  announce  the  birth  of 
their  son,  James  Edwin,  born  on  January  7, 
2000. 

DANA  MACELL  BOWMAN  WEST  86,  '89 
and  FREDERICK  MICHAEL  "MIKE"  WEST 

'89  of  Brandon  announce  the  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Julia  Claire,  born  on  July  17,  2000. 

TAMMY  YATES  ARTHUR  '87  and  JAMES 
WILLIAM  ARTHUR  of  Brandon  announce 
the  birth  of  their  daughter,  Meredith  Rose, 
born  on  July  5,  2000.   She  is  welcomed  by 
brother  William  Lee  and  Golden  Eagle 
Grandparents  are  W  MORRIS  YATES  '62 
and  M.  ELAINE  BALDWIN  YATES  '66  of 
White  Oak. 

LINDA  MOODY  DEARBORN  '87  and 

Lance  E.  Dearborn  of  Titusville,  Fla., 
announce  the  birth  of  their  daughter,  Lindsey 
Nicole,  born  on  July  21,  1999. 

CHARLES  A.  HEWES  '87  and  Dane  Hewes 
of  Gulfport  announce  the  birth  of  their  son, 
Charles  Parker,  born  on  February  26,  2000. 

WANDA  MARTIN  LOCKE  '87  and  Mark 

Locke  of  Raymond  announce  the  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Alyssa  Breanna,  born  on 
April  4,  2000. 

EDWARD  SCOTT 

r  ,  McCRORY '87  and  Justine 

,w    I"   9  McCrory  of  Hoschton,  Ga., 

announce  the  birth  of  their 
daughter,  Jillian  Scott,  born 
on  October  14,  1999. 
Golden  Eagle  Grandmother 
is  NORMA  MANLEY 
McCRORY '61.  (PHOTO) 

DAVONA  "DEE" 
DOUGHERTY 
MITCHELL  '87,  '92  and 
Ronald  Mitchell  announce 
the  birth  of  their  second 
daughter,  Ashley  Layne, 
born  on  October  5,  2000. 
She  is  welcomed  by  big  sis- 
ter Caroline.  (PHOTO) 

SUZETTE  BIENVENUE  DUHE  '88  of  Biloxi 
announces  the  birth  ot  her  daughter,  Margaux 
Lynn,  born  on  September  S,  1999. 

JAMES  CARROLL  DAVIS  '89  and  Phyllis 

M.  Davis  ot  Jackson  announce  the  birth  of 
their  daughter,  Miranda  Nicole,  born  on  Jan- 
uarv  20,  2000. 


SHEILA  LYON  HENMS 

'88  and  Maurice  Hennis  of 
Laurel  announce  the  birth 
of  their  son.  Mason,  bom 
on  September  21,  1999. 
(PHOTO-pictured  at  1st 
birthday  celebration  with 
Southern  Miss  cheerleader 
Kelly  Barrett). 

KEVIN  R.JONES  '89  and  TWYLLAJOYNER 
JONES  '90,  '91  of  Saraland,  Ala,  announce  the 
birth  of  their  daughter,  Kristen  Irene,  bom 
September  15,  1999.  She  is  welcomed  by 
brother,  Dennon. 

PATRICK  E.  LOWERY  '89  and  Celeste  B. 
Lowery  of  Wesson  announce  the  birth  of  their 
son,  Jack  Bennett,  born  on  January  18,  2000. 

DONN  R.  MITCHELL,  II  '90  and  Kelli  Mitchell 
of  Biloxi  announce  the  birth  of  their  son.  Drew 
Mitchell,  bom  on  November  3,  2000. 

ROGER  S.  PARISH  '90  and  MICHELE 
BLACKWELL-PARISH  '91  of  Bradenton, 
Fla.,  announce  the  birth  of  their  son,  Chan- 
dler Keith,  born  on  June  3,  1999. 

DR.  BILLY  W  STEWART  '90,  '93  and 

Stephanie  M.  Stewart  of  Wesson  announce 
the  birth  of  their  daughter,  Elizabeth  Comne. 
bom  on  December  30,  1999.   She  is  wel- 
comed by  big  brothers  Stephen  and  Will. 

KATHRYN  CALVERT  TURNER  '90  and 

James  Turner  of  Mobile,  Ala.,  announce  the 
birth  of  their  daughter,  Elisabeth  Claire,  bom 
on  September  27,  1999.   She  is  welcomed 
home  by  big  brother  Harrison  Lawrence. 

CHRISTY  GANDY  DICKERSON  91,  92 

and  John  Dickerson  of  Starkville  announce 
the  birth  of  their  son,  Tyler,  born  on  October 
2,  1999. 

MOLLY  ROSA  '91  and  Pete  Rosa  of  Pains 
Island,  S.C,  announe  the  birth  of  their  son, 
Tristan  Angel,  bom  on  June  12,  2000. 

SANDI  TURNAGE  SMITH  '91,  '97  and 

Jimmy  R.  Smith,  Jr.  of  Laurel  announce  the 
birth  of  their  daughter,  Meagan  Elizabeth, 
born  on  December  20,  1999. 

GEORGE  FERGUSON,  JR.  '92  and  DANA 
VOGT  FERGUSON  '93  of  Brandon 
announce  the  birth  of  their  daughter,  Lindsey 
Clair,  born  on  October  31,  2000. 

MARK  C.  HERRING  '92 
and  WENDY  JOHNSON 

HERRING  '94  of  Laurel 
announce  the  birth  of  then- 
son,  Connor  Herring,  born 
September  20,  1999. 
(PHOTO) 

JIMMIE  "BUDDY  " 

MOORE  '92.  "94  and  ANNA  KATHER1NE 
MOORE  "94  of  Savannah,  Ga..  annount 
birth  of  their  daughter,  Morgan  Mane,  bom 
on  December  15,  1999. 

SCOTT  RIMES  "92  and  DEBORAH  LYNN 
RIMES  "92  announce  the  birth  of  their  daugh- 
ter, Allyson  Nicole,  bom  on  October  JO 
looo    she  is  welcomed  by  big  sister  lordan. 


WINTER  2C 


s 


M 


THE  ACCIDENTAL 
ALUMNUS 

BY  RANDY  NORRIS 
'86,  '89 

The  year  was  1984  and  Big  Brother, 
despite  what  George  Orwell  had  fore- 
seen, was  yet  to  take  any  keen  interest  in 
my  life.  To  the  contrary  as  far  as  I  was 
concerned,  time  was  moving  backward  as  I 
traveled  Highway  49  North  to  fulfill  the 
final  leg  of  my  educational  journey  And 
each  passing  sign  for  each  passing  communi 
ty  only  reminded  me  of  the  places  and 
lifestyles  to  which  I  would  not  be  "privileged." 
Saucier,  Bond,  and  Wiggins  stood  in  stark  contrast  to 
Knoxville,  Lincoln,  and  Columbus.  Hattiesburg  and  The  Uni- 
versity of  Southern  Mississippi,  up  until  that  June  of  1984, 
existed  in  my  mind  only  as  the  cover  of  a  graduate  school  cata- 
log featuring  an  idyllic  white  bridge  spanning  a  body  of  water  to 
a  small  island  dominated  by  a  weeping  willow.  Earlier  1  was  certain 
that  every  graduate  program  in  psychology  was  eagerly  waiting  to 
snap  up  such  a  gifted  University  of  Florida  graduate  as  myself.  Bets 
were  hedged,  however,  with  a  couple  of  "sure  things"  like  USM.  The 
irony  of  that  particular  plan  played  itself  out  again  and  again  as  I  was 
deposited  by  my  parents  with  my  two  suitcases  at  Bond  Hall. 
So  there  I  was;  two  days  previous  not  even  sure  the  University  existed, 
and  now  alone  at  that  same  university  and  as  far  from  home  in  north 
Florida  as  I  had  ever  been.  Ever  defiant,  I  donned  my  bright  orange 
"University  of  Flonda  Alumni"  T-shirt  and  headed  out  on  campus  to 
ensure  that  everyone  knew  that  1  was  only  visiting  (an  "in-patient"  as  it 
were)  and  to  let  them  know  exactly  with  whom  they  were  dealing. 
Unfortunately,  that  action  failed  to  inspire  awe  in  anyone  I  passed.  I 
therefore  resigned  myself  to  the  purchase  of  the  Sunday  edition  of  the 
Hattiesburg  American  and  returned  to  my  room  to  mockingly  deride  the 
rural  setting  to  which  I  now  found  my  resigned.  My  religious  convic- 
tions continuously  reminded  me  that,  despite  my  current  pout,  every- 
thing in  my  life  was  happening  for  a  purpose  and  that  a  will  greater 
than  my  own  was  in  control.  And  then,  as  if  in  testament  to  that  belief, 
a  knock  at  my  door  introduced  me  to  the  first  of  a  litany  of  characters 
that  would  be  forever  etched  into  my  psyche.  Billy  Gilmer  of  Walnut 
Grove  ("just  like  the  town  in  'Little  House  on  the  Prairie'"),  Mississippi, 
introduced  himself  with  an  infectious  smile  and  informed  me  that  he 
was  talking  to  people  on  the  fourth  floor  of  Bond  Hall  (the  graduate 
student  floor)  in  a  quest  for  an  appropriate  roommate  for  the  summer. 
It  turned  out  1  was  talking  to  a  high  school  teacher  who  was  working 
on  his  masters  degree  as  summers  permitted.  I  would  later  come  to 
think  of  this  more  as  an  "audition"  as  much  as  an  interview.  My  field  of 
study;  my  personal  habits  and  philosophy;  all  were  subject  to  question. 
I  obviously  gave  the  right  answers  because,  in  the  span  of  a  few  hours, 
we  were  soon  fast  friends.  And  just  like  that,  slowly  and  insidiously,  my 
conversion  and  indoctrination  had  begun.  Billy  personified  a  love  for 
the  state  of  Mississippi  and  a  love  of  The  University  of  Southern  Missis- 
sippi that  contradicted  every  one  of  my  preconceived  notions.  He  was 
proud  of  his  heritage  and  never  hesitated  to  remind  that  Mississippi 
must  have  had  something  to  offer  or  I  wouldn't  be  where  I  was.  The 


King  of  the  Blues,  the  King  of  Rock  and  Roll,  and  the 
King  of  Country  Music  were  all  bom  in  Mississippi,  I 
was  informed.  This  fact  was  very  important  to  Billy  as 
an  accomplished  pianist  (and  member  of  a  southern 
gospel  ensemble),  radio  announcer,  and  school  musi- 
cal director.  I  was  regaled  with  the  background  of 
various  faculty  members  of  the  College  of  Education 
and  Psychology.  I  was  shown  parts  of  Hattiesburg 
and  its  rich  history  that  I  would  never  have  both- 
ered to  look  for,  and  I  was  shown  the  state 
capitol  building  in  Jackson  in  all  its  night- 
time glory  and  antebellum  charm.As  the 
fall  semester  approached,  I  languished 
at  the  prospect  of  starting  over  with  a 
new  roommate  in  the  now  comfort- 
able confines  of  Bond  Hall.  How 
could  anything  compare  to  the 
summer  and  friendship  I  had  just 
experienced?  Again  that  question 
was  answered  by  another  knock  at 
my  dormitory  door  that  fall  and 
another  vagabond  searching  for  an 
appropriate  roommate.  Raymond 
Reeves  came  into  my  life  with  a  question 
as  opposed  to  an  introductiort'Are  you  a 
Christian?"  And  that's  just  the  way  it  was  asked,  in 
the  straightforward,  matter-of-fact,  you-heard-me-the-first-time  manner 
that  would  characterize  all  future  interactions. On  those  occasions  when 
I  find  myself  taken  aback,  I  pride  myself  on  not  showing  a  reaction  and 
I  certainly  wasn't  going  to  give  the  upper  hand  to  this  fresh-out-of- 
junior-college  upstart.  Why  did  he  need  to  know?  Was  I  to  be  taken  to 
the  coliseum  and  thrown  to  the  lions  if  I  gave  the  wrong  answer? 
Would  I  be  boarded  onto  a  train  with  other  believers  for  points 
unknown?  So  I  gave  a  characteristically  subjective  reply,  "I'm  afraid  so," 
and  placed  the  decision-making  responsibilities  in  his  domain.  Again,  I 
had  succeeded  despite  myself  as,  within  a  series  of  minutes,  Raymond 
proceeded  to  move  his  belongings  into  484  Bond  Hall  and  launch  me 
on  an  odyssey  that  continues  until  the  present  day  Those  people  who 
witnessed  the  interchanges  between  Raymond  and  myself  were  routine- 
ly amazed  at  the  fact  that  we  weren't  related,  as  we  effortlessly  complet- 
ed each  other's  thoughts  or  sentences.  As  frightening  as  the  prospect 
was,  our  two  separate  minds  worked  together  as  one  well-oiled  unit, 
presenting  the  impression  of  each  other's  "evil  twin"  despite  our  differ- 
ence in  age.  Moreover,  each  of  us  was  capable  of  understanding  where 
the  other  was  going  with  a  well  placed  verbal  comment  and,  much  to 
the  great  aggravation  of  our  acquaintances,  creating  fantastic  scenarios 
and  corresponding  story  lines  that  blurred  the  boundaries  of  reality 
itself.  And  the  more  gullible  and  naive  the  audience  was  perceived  to 
be,  the  greater  the  act. We  were  both  blessed  with  a  sense  of  spontaneity 
and  humor  and  neither  took  himself  seriously.  If  anything  presented 
itself  as  a  source  for  humor,  it  would  be  utilized  regardless  of  taste.  And 
the  greater  the  shock-value,  the  greater  our  enjoyment.  Both  of  our 
lives  were  founded  in  a  strong  Christian  faith  that  allowed  us  to  force 
issues  where  boundaries  were  concerned  with  no  real  danger  of  ever 
broaching  the  precipice.  In  fact,  I  have  often  referred  to  the  years  at 
Southern  Miss  leading  up  to  my  Ph.D.  as  a  form  of  self-exploration, 
refinement,  and  outright  therapy  Jack-O-Lanterns  were  disposed  of 
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JULIE  M.  BROWN  '93,  '95  and  JOHN 
MORRIS  BROWN,  II  '99  of  Hattiesburg 
announce  the  birth  of  their  daughter,  Caitlin 
Dean,  born  on  March  f ,  2000. 

TARA  ROSE  GREENWOOD  '93  and  JOEL 
GREENWOOD  '95  announce  the  birth  of 
their  son,  Peyton  Joel,  bom  on  July  22,  2000. 

SHANA  HOLMAN  HANSEN  '94,  95  and 
CHRIS  HANSEN  '95  of  Brandon  announce 
the  birth  of  their  son,  Kyle  Hansen,  born  on 
December  28,  1999. 

MARK  MCDANIEL  '94  and  SANDRA 
GRINER  MCDANIEL  '94  of  Columbia 
announce  the  birth  of  their  daughter,  Madison 
Michelle,  born  on  April  30,  2000. 

JOHN  M.  PARKER  '96  and 
LERRI  GRUBBS  PARKER 

'92,  '94  of  Bogalusa,  La., 
I  announce  the  birth  of  their 
■   son,  Henderson  Warren,  born 

on  September  9,  2000. 
__  (PHOTO) 

MICKEY  GILMORE  '96 
and  ROSA  GILMORE  of 

Collin,  Texas,  announce  the 
birth  of  their  son,  Payton 
Wayne,  born  on  December 
13,  1999.  (PHOTO) 

NIKKI  CATINA 
BOUDREAUX  '97  and 

Allan  Joseph  Boudreaux  of  Fort  Hood,  Texas, 
announce  the  birth  of  their  son,  Aaron 
Joseph,  born  on  October  17,  2000.  He  is  wel- 
comed by  big  brother  Zavier  Gabriel. 

MITCH  BRANTLEY  '97,  '99  and  CHRISTI 
CAPTON  BRANTLEY  '98  of  Pearl  announce 
the  birth  of  their  daughter,  Marianne  Eliza- 
beth, born  on  April  12,  2000. 

ANDREA  STEEN  '97  and  Charles  Richard 
Steen  of  New  Hebron  announce  the  birth  of 
their  son,  Daniel  Keith,  born  on  January  12, 
2000. 

JEANNE  ODELIA  WILLIAMSON  '98  of 

Sachse,  Texas,  announces  the  birth  of  her  son, 
James  Tyler,  born  on  May  10,  2000. 

LACEY  ZIEGLER  BETHEA  '98  of  Mobile, 

Ala.,  announces  the  birth  of  her  son,  Cannon 
Griffin,  born  on  June  28,  1999. 

KAYLN  SANDERS  '98  and  Curtis  Sanders  of 
Ellis\ille  announce  the  birth  of  their  daughter, 
Raimee,  bom  on  March  31,  2000.  She  is  wel- 
comed by  big  brother  Drake  and  big  sister  Ashlee. 

STACIE  VINCE  ORTIZ  '99  and  Sgt.  Edgardo 
Ortiz  announce  the  birth  of  their  daughter, 
Sydni  Renee,  born  on  September  22,  2000. 


ARE  THEY 

With  just  one  look,  a  child  smiles.  Another  giggles 
and  waves.  Another  buries  his  head  as  his  eyes  well  up 
with  tears.  Such  emotions  exemplify  the  joy,  and  some- 
times fear,  generated  by  the  enchanting,  energetic 
Southern  Miss  mascot.  For  years,  the  Southern  Miss 
mascot  has  captivated  fans,  adults  and  children  alike.  A 
person  exists  within  that  hot,  beaked  costume,  and  in  the 
early  1980s,  Jeff  Davis  was  the  student  who  brought  that 
character  to  life. 

It's  hard  to  believe  that  stuffing  oneself  into  a  bulky  costume  and  romping  around  ball 
games  could  open  doors  for  one's  future  career,  but  Jeff  Davis'  stint  as  the  Southern  Miss  mas- 
cot proved  to  be  a  successful  first  step  to  a  journey  of  a  world  filled  with  characterization.  Per- 
forming flips,  tricks,  and  stunts  for  three  years  captured  the  attention  of  fans  of  Southern  Miss 
and  opposing  teams,  and  landed  Davis  the  job  of  the  1984  New  Orleans  World's  Fair  mascot.  In 
this  role,  Davis  traveled  the  world  attending  prestigious  events  and  meeting  interesting-and 
often  famous-people. 

"Being  the  Eagle  mascot  opened  so  many  doors  for  me.  It  opened  up  doors  to  the  World's 
Fair  and  Hollywood,"  Davis  said. 

Following  the  World's  Fair,  Davis  signed  on  as  the  mascot  of  the  Memphis  Chicks,  a  Class 
AA  minor  league  baseball  team.  Deciding  to  try  his  hand  outside  of  a  featured  garb,  Davis 
moved  to  Los  Angeles  in  1985  with  hopes  of  making  it  big  in  Hollywood.  Los  Angeles  is  a  long 
way  from  his  hometown  of  Midway,  but  it  took  little  time  for  him  to  get  settled.  He  took  acting 
lessons  and  did  some  extra  work  in  commercials  and  TV  and  had  a  small  role-one  line-  in  the 
movie  "Wisdom"  starring  Charlie  Sheen.  Meanwhile,  he  put  his  degree  in  hotel  and  restaurant 
management  to  good  use  by  waiting  tables. 

His  restaurant  experience  sparked  a  project  "The  Ticket  Outta  Here",  a  movie  starring 
nine  actors  who  actually  worked  in  a  restaurant.  Davis  wrote,  produced,  and  directed  the 
film,  and  although  it  was  low  budget-  approximately  $8,000--it  received  attention  when  it 
won  awards  at  several  film  festivals.  A  Japanese  producer  saw  a  feature  on  the  movie, 
promised  to  produce  Davis'  next  project,  and  offered  him  a  job  as  host  of  "Cinematic 
Report,"  a  Japanese  entertainment  show. 

Providing  him  an  opportunity  to  rub  elbows  with  some  of  Hollywood's  biggest  stars-Bar- 
bara Streisand  and  Wynona  Ryder  to  name  a  few-Davis  gained  star  status  among  the  show's 
Japanese  viewers.  Several  years  later,  Davis  remains  the  host  and  director  of  the  program.  The 
show  allows  Davis  to  live  in  Los  Angeles;  the  show  is  taped  in  English  and  dubbed  in  Japanese. 

Having  proved  his  success  as  host,  Davis  is  proving  his  ability  behind  the  scenes  as  well. 
Jefferson  returned  to  his  home  state  and  hometown  of  Midway  in  1999  to  direct  "John  John  in 
the  Sky,"  a  movie  about  a  young  boy's  adventures  and  dreams  of  building  a  plane  to  fly  away 
from  his  world.  The  film  was  recently  sold  internationally  and  is  waiting  for  U.S.  distribution, 
either  on  the  big  screen  or  television. 

Davis  enjoyed  returning  to  Mississippi  for  the  production  of  "John  John  in  the  Sky"  and 
also  for  a  recent  film  festival  where  he  had  the  opportunity  to  visit  with  some  Southern  Miss 
professors  and  students.  "I  met  wonderful  professors  and  students  of  the  USM  film  program, 
and  I  am  sure  some  of  our  paths  will  cross  again  because  there  are  some  talented  people  in 
that  program,"  remarked  Davis. 

His  work  with  "John  John  in  the  Sky"  provided  an  opportunity  for  another  project  where 
his  Southern  roots  come  in  handy.  Davis  is  currently  working  on  an  untitled  children's  project 
that  he  hopes  will  begin  production  in  June.  "I'm  not  sure  if  it  will  be  shot  in  the  South,  but  it 
definitely  has  Southern  overtones,"  said  Davis  of  this  new  venture. 

Even  though  California  and  Mississippi  are  miles  apart,  Jeff  is  often  reminded  of  home  and 
his  years  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi.  "The  USM  and  Mississippi  connection  still 
opens  doors  for  me,"  remarked  Davis.  "I  am  always  meeting  people  that  are  a  part  of  USM  and 
Mississippi.  Having  this  as  a  topic  of  conversation  has  helped  me." 

While  at  Southern  Miss,  Jeff  Davis  established  a  name  for  himself  as  the  Eagle  mascot 
When  Jeff  Davis  graduated  from  Southern  Miss  in  1983,  he  put  away  his  Golden  Eagle  mascot 
attire  but  not  the  appreciation  he  holds  for  his  association  with  the  school.  Today,  Davis  is 
reestablishing  himself  as  a  name  well-known  in  Mississippi  and  Southern  Miss  circles.  This 
time  as  a  director.  Ks!* 
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IN    MEMORIAM 


BETTIE  WEBB  MCCLENDON  '31  of  Boga- 
rt,  GA.,  died  on  October  22,  2000.  She  was  a 
retired  teacher. 

HELEN  LANDRUM  '35  of  Ellisville  recently 
died. 

ETOILE  LAY  BRYANL  '39  of  Springfield, 
VA.,  has  died. 

MARGARET  MCCARTHY  '39  of  Hatties- 
burg  recently  died. 

EDITH  S.  WELLS  '40  of  Columbus  died 
February  1,  2000. 

RACHEL  MOORE  WALTON  '41  of  Hatties- 
burg  died  October  2000.   She  was  a  former 
director  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  Jones 
Junior  College. 

LOUIE  COOPER  CAMPBELL  '47  of  Win- 
terville  died  on  October  30,  2000. 

CHARLES  A.  CLARK  '50  of  Hattiesburg 
died  October  f  f ,  2000.   He  was  a  retired  col- 
lege professor. 

OBY  ROGERS  '50  of  Collins  died  May  29,  2000. 

NELL  CALHOUN  '51  of  Mt.  Olive  died 
October  5,  2000.  She  was  a  retired  teacher. 

EUGENE  BAILEY  '52  of  McCool  died  Feb- 
ruary 19, 2000. 

ARCHIE  R.  BARLOW,  JR.  '53  of  Calhoun, 
Ga,  died  April  23,  2000. 

CHOYCE  K.  SCOTT  '53  of  Tylertown  died 
March  14,  2000. 

SIDNEY  WELCH  '53  of  Magee  died  October 
6,  2000. 

TROY  DALE  WHITE,  SR.  '55  of  Union  died 
October  1,  2000.   He  was  a  retired  educator. 

MARLENE  HAVEN  PARKER  '56  died  October 
27,  1999.  She  was  a  retired  real  estate  broker. 

CHARLES  E.  BYRD  '57  of  Sweetwater, 
Texas,  died  February  19,  2000. 

WILLIAM  "BILL"  EDWARD  HATTEN  '58 

of  Brandon  died  November  12,  2000.   He 
received  the  Alumni  Outstanding  Service 
Award  at  Homecoming  2000. 

BILLIE  HEAN  HOLLAND  '58  of  Bassfield 
died  December  10,  2000.    She  taught 
school  in  the  Jefferson  Davis  School  System 
for  30  years. 

LT.  COL.  JAMES 
RANDOLPH  "RANDY" 
FORRESTER  '59  died  May 
23,  2000.   He  served  in  the 
United  States  Air  force  from 
■  1939-1967.  He  was  retired 
I  from  General  Electric. 
\     |  (PHOTO). 
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"There  was  never  a  thought  to 
do  something  else,"  insists  Dr. 
Kenneth  Williams  about  his  career 
choice  as  a  doctor.  Coming  from  a 
family  of  four  generations  of  physi- 
cians and  doctors,  the  Moss  Point 
native  enrolled  at  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi  with  the 
intention  of  studying  medicine. 

With  his  goal  to  be  a  doctor 
set,  Williams  limited  his  extracur- 
ricular activities  and  centered  his 
college  experience  to  his  books.  "I 
was  very  active  in  high  school,  but 
I  wasn't  that  involved  in  college.  I 
finished  in  three  years.  I  strictly 
went  in  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
out,"  remarked  Williams. 

Williams  graduated  from  South- 
ern Miss  in  1971  and  traveled  on  to  Nashville,  Tenn.,  to  attend  Meharry  Medical  Col- 
lege-the  institution  where  the  majority  of  his  family  had  studied.  While  accomplish- 
ing his  goal,  he  discovered  that  his  experience  and  the  knowledge  he  gained  from  his 
earlier  education  at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  had  prepared  him  to  be  a 
great  doctor.  "As  I  started  medical  school,  I  wondered  how  I  would  compete  with  peo- 
ple from  elsewhere.  Southern  Miss  did  a  very  good  job  in  preparing  me  to  compete, 
which  is  what  you  have  to  do  in  medical  school." 

After  completing  his  education  at  MeHarry  and  interning  at  Wayne  State  in  Detroit, 
Dr.  Williams  returned  to  the  South.  In  1992,  Williams  opened  a  private  practice  in  Holly 
Springs  under  much  skepticism  from  some  members  of  the  community.  Proving  those 
who  had  doubted  the  success  of  a  black  physician  in  Holly  Springs  wrong,  Dr.  Williams 
has  watched  his  practice  grow  from  the  trailer  that  housed  his  first  office  to  a  practice 
of  two  offices-one  in  Holly  Springs  and  another  in  Potts  Camp-that  offer  the  services 
of  three  physicians  and  three  nurse  practitioners. 

Williams  realizes  that,  because  of  the  lack  of  health  care  in  the  area,  there  is  a 
significant  need  for  his  services.  Regardless  of  race  or  how  much  money  the  patient 
has  in  his  pocket,  Dr.  Kenneth  Williams  is  committed  to  providing  the  best  possible 
health  care  to  his  patients.  He  demonstrated  this  dedication  when  the  citizens  of  Holly 
Springs  faced  the  closure  of  its  financially-struggling  hospital.  Williams  ventured  into 
the  challenge  of  rescuing  it.  "The  hospital  was  about  to  close  about  one  year  ago.  I 
scraped  some  money  together  to  buy  it,  and  now  it  is  the  only  privately-run  minority 
hospital  in  the  nation." 

The  hospital,  formerly  known  as  Holly  Springs  Memorial,  reopened  as  Alliance 
Health  Care  System,  and  the  community  of  Holly  Springs  is  not  only  receiving  great 
care  but  is  also  giving  great  support  to  Dr.  Williams  and  the  hospital. 

Dr.  Williams'  efforts  captured  the  attention  of  state  and  national  media,  and  his 
story  and  success  gained  exposure  across  the  country.  Paul  Harvey  featured  him  in  his 
radio  commentary,  and  Dan  Rather  profiled  Williams  on  CBS  "American  Dream"  series. 

With  a  thriving  medical  career,  Dr.  Williams  has  little  free  time.  What  time  he  has, 
he  devotes  to  his  wonderful  wife,  Regina,  (whom  he  met  in  medical  school)  and  their 
five  daughters  who  range  from  ages  three  to  12  year  old  twins.  And  although  Williams 
claims  to  place  no  pressure  on  his  daughters  to  follow  him  into  a  medical  career,  he 
does  emphasize  to  them  the  wonderful  education  he  received  at  The  University  of 
Southern  Mississippi. 

Dr.  Williams  has  gained  recognition  for  his  success  and  unfailing  service  to  his 
patients,  and  he  exemplifies  his  commitment  of  giving  back  to  the  community  with  the 
work  he  does  each  day.  £§*> 
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Southern  Miss  Memories,  continued  from  page  38 

from  the  fourth  floor  of  the  dormitory  in  a 
search  for  geometric  symmetry;  cemeteries 
were  visited  in  a  search  for  history;  and  the 
drainage  system  underneath  the  University 
itself  was  explored  (under  cover  of  dark- 
ness) in  a  search  for  novelty.  Make  no  mis- 
take about  it;  the  years  I  spent  in  earning 
my  professional  degree  at  USM  came  at 
great  personal  cost  in  terms  of  time  and 
effort.  Nothing  was  given  to  me  except  the 
opportunity  to  learn  and  excel  under  one  of 
the  finest  faculties  in  the  region,  as  recog- 
nized by  the  American  Psychological  Asso- 
ciation. That  same  opportunity  however, 
would  have  presented  itself  at  the  universi- 
ties of  Tennessee,  Nebraska,  or  Ohio  State. 
What  distinguishes  Southern  Miss  as  an 
entity  is  the  sense  of  belonging  and  family 
that  unmistakable  call  to  home  in  a  nurtur- 
ing atmosphere  where  any  and  all  are  wel- 
come at  the  table. That  sense  of  family 
remains  keenly  prominent  in  my  hierarchy 
of  values,  for  it  was  also  at  USM  that  I  met 
the  one  individual  who  has  changed  my  life 
forever  (and  for  the  better  I  might  add)  and 
continues  to  do  so  even  after  almost  12 
years  of  wedded  bliss  my  wife  Susan.  The 
situation  leading  up  to  those  circumstances 
is  worthy  of  a  column  itself  and,  like  any 
great  love  story  involves  loss  of  friendship, 
separation,  and  reconciliation.  But,  as  I  have 
alluded  to  previously  and  as  time  has  taught 
us,  everything  falls  within  the  will  of  one 
greater  than  myself.  Perhaps  Ron  Howard 
(the  only  red-haired  actor  I  could  think  of) 
will  play  me  in  the  big  screen  adaptation.  I 
often  tell  people,  and  sincerely  so,  that  I 
married  Susan  because  she  was  the  smartest 
girl  I  ever  met.  Our  USM  union  was  perfect- 
ed on  December  15,  1989,  when  we  gradu- 
ated as  husband  and  wife;  her  with  her 
bachelors  degree  and  myself  with  a  doctoral 
degree  and  both  with  hearty  handshakes 
from  Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas.  My  professional 
development  has  since  taken  us  to  Texas 
where  1  have  regular  opportunities  to  advo- 
cate for  (in  college  classrooms  no  less)  and 
financially  support  (finally)  the  university 
that  has  made  me  everything  that  I  am 
today.  Our  nest  of  future  Golden  Eagles  has 
grown  to  three  fine  boys  and  their  Southern 
Miss  indoctrination  is  well  underway.  I  have 
little  doubt  that  one  day  it  will  be  my  plea- 
sure to  return  them  to  my  cradle  of  acade- 
mia,  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi. 
Then  the  circle  will  be  complete.  K^ 


Sue  Dueitt  maintained  an  active  cal- 
endar while  attending  Southern  Miss, 
but  this  holds  little  comparison  to  her 
active  lifestyle  today  as  Major  General 
B.  Sue  Dueitt.  The  Mississippi  native 
and  Southern  Miss  alumna  serves  as 
Assistant  Deputy  Chief  of  Staff  for  Mobi- 
lization and  Reserve  Affairs  at  Army 
Headquarters  in  the  Pentagon. 

Dueitt  received  a  B.S.  degree  with 
honors  from  Southern  Miss  in  English 
and  business  in  1967.  She  taught  high 
school  for  one  year  and  then  returned  to 
Southern  Miss  to  complete  her  master's 
degree  in  1969.  While  a  student  she 
was  active  in  Lamba  lota  Tau,  Kappa 
Delta  Phi,  and  Pi  Omega  Pi.   She  con- 
tinued her  education  at  the  University  of 
Alabama,  where  she  received  a  Ph.d.  in 
administration,  and  she  also  completed 
a  senior  managers  program  at  Harvard  Graduate  School  of  Business.   She  would  later 
further  her  education  and  graduate  from  the  Army  War  College. 

Dueitt  held  teaching  and  administrative  positions  at  Pearl  River  College,  the  University 
of  Alabama,  and  Kansas  City  Community  College  before  relocating  to  Washington,  D.C.  in 
1976  to  work  as  a  senior  policy  analyst  at  the  National  Institute  of  Education. 

She  plunged  into  a  military  career  in  1977,  when  she  accepted  a  direct  commission  in 
the  Army  adjutant  general  corps  and  later  served  as  deputy  assistant  secretary  of  the 
Army  (Manpower  and  Reserve  Affairs).  Little  did  she  know  when  she  ventured  into  the 
Army  Reserves,  that  her  service  would  take  her  far.  Her  various  positions  include  serving 
as  the  assistant  division  commander  of  the  80th  Division  (Institutional  Training),  in  Rich- 
mond, Va.,  and  Commandant  of  the  2070th  Army  Reserve  Forces  School,  in  Fort  Belvoir,  Va. 
She  served  as  advisor  to  the  Working  Group  on  Army  Headquarters  Redesign  in  1995  and 
was  the  Defense  Department's  Coordinator  to  the  White  House  Millennium  Council  in  1999. 

Dueitt  was  promoted  to  brigadier  general  in  June  1997  becoming  the  Army  Reserve's 
first  woman  general  who  was  not  from  the  Army  Nurse  Corps.  She  served  as  deputy 
chief.  Public  Affairs  (Individual  Mobilization  Augmentee)  from  1997  until  she  was  assigned 
to  her  current  position  as  the  Army's  deputy  chief  of  staff  for  Mobilization  and  Reserve 
Affairs  in  March  2000.  Her  responsibilities  include  recruiting,  training,  pay,  promotion, 
readiness,  and  other  personnel  policies  affecting  Active  Army,  Army  Guard,  and  Army 
Reserve  personnel. 

Recognition  for  her  committed  service  has  been  plentiful  and  include  the  Legion  of 
Merit,  three  Meritorious  Service  awards,  three  Army  commendation  medals,  the  Army 
Achievement  Medal,  two  Army  Reserve  Components  Achievement  medals,  the  National 
Defense  Service  Medal,  the  Armed  Forces  Reserve  Medal,  and  the  Army  Service  Ribbon. 

Dueitt  garnered  another  distinction  on  October  30, 2000,  with  the  pinning  of  her  second 
star,  becoming  only  the  second  woman  major  general  in  the  history  of  the  U.S.  Army 
Reserve.  At  the  pinning  ceremony,  Dueitt  thanked  her  family  and  friends  from  Mississippi 
for  instilling  good  values  and  demonstrated  her  American  pride.  "Where  else  could  a  little 
freckle-faced  girl  from  Mississippi  grow  up  to  stand  in  the  courtyard  of  the  Pentagon  as  a 
major  general  in  the  best  Army  in  the  world?  Dreams  really  do  come  true,"  remarked 
Dueitt  that  day. 

Outside  of  her  government  career,  she  served  as  vice  president  of  administration  at 
Sallie  Mae  and  vice  president  of  corporate  communications  at  Entergy.  In  her  spare  time 
today,  she  manages  a  variety  of  private  investments  and  also  assists  her  husband  with  an 
automobile  dealership. 

Although  she  and  her  husband,  Thomas  R.  Moffett,  now  reside  in  Potomac,  Md„  she 
still  holds  close  ties  to  Mississippi  where  many  dear  friends  and  family  remain.  Former 
classmates  and  fellow  Mississippians  had  the  opportunity  to  see  Major  General  Dueitt  as 
she  returned  to  her  home  state  and  her  alma  mater  last  November  for  Homecoming  where 
she  was  recognized  for  her  outstanding  accomplishments  and  served  as  a  special  guest 
in  the  Homecoming  parade.  S^ 
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DORIS  BALL  GREEN  '59  of  Hazlehurst  died 
Septebmer  28,  2000. 

FLORA  D.  WILSON  '60  of  Ocean  Springs  died 
October  25,  2000.   She  was  a  retired  teacher  with  the 
Biloxi  school  system. 

EARL  R.  HESSLER,  JR.  '62  of  Chambersburg, 
Penn.,  died  on  September  24,  2000. 

EVA  B.JENKINS  '63,  76  of  Wig- 
gins passed  away  on  July  25,  2000. 
A  school  teacher,  she  taught  for  over 
45  years,  and  considered  her  South- 
em  Miss  background  the  foundation 
for  her  success.  She  is  survived  by 
husband  Dr.  John  E.  Jenkins  77  and 
children  Eva  L.  77,  David,  John,  Ed 
and  Lenny.  (PHOTO) 

TOMMY  GEORGE  LEOS  '63  of  Bogalusa,  La.,  died 
March  2,  1999. 

WILLIAM  E  SLYFIELD  '65  of  Clinton  died  October 
2 1 ,  2000.   He  was  a  high  school  teacher. 

JIMMY  KENNETH  GUNTER  73  of  Clermont,  Fla., 
died  October  2,  2000. 

RICK  T.  MCFADDEN  78  of  Milton,  Fla.,  died 
October  12,  2000. 

KAREN  B.  PARISH  '81  of  Sulphur,  La.,  died  Octo- 
ber 9,  2000. 

GORDON  CRAIG  BRYANT  '83  of  Hattiesburg  died 
on  October  8,  2000. 

MARGARET  LACK  KIMBRELL  '83  died  on 
November  26,  2000. 


HAZEL  MOORE  HAMILTON,  a  student  from  1952- 
1954,  of  Fair  Oaks,  CA.,  recently  died. 


MARGARET  BOURGEOIS  of  Hattiesburg  died 
November  17,  2000.  She  was  retired  as  assistant 
manager  of  the  printing  department  at  Southern  Miss. 

HOWARD  C.  NESBITT,  a  retired 
former  recreation  professor,  died 
Dec.  23  following  a  battle  against 
pneumonia.  Nesbitt  was  a  recre- 
ation professor  at  Southern  Miss 
for  12  years  and  subsequently 
served  in  the  same  capacity  at 
Morehead  State  University  (Ky.) 
for  18  years.  He  and  his  wife  of  31 
years,  Peggy  Nesbitt,  retired  in  1991  from  Morehead 
State,  where  she  also  taught  health  classes. 

Friends  may  make  memorial  contributions  to  the 
Howard  C.  Nesbitt  Scholarship  Fund,  USM  Founda- 
tion, PO.  Box  10026,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406.  Hfc 


What  comes  to  mind  when 
John  Grisham  is  mentioned?  A 
famous  Mississippi  author?  Mys- 
teries and  legal  ties?  Movies  with 
such  stars  as  Tom  Cruise,  Denzel 
Washington  and  Sandra  Bullock? 

How  about  the  Peace  Corps? 

No,  the  famed  writer  didn't 
participate  in  the  Peace  Corps, 
and,  at  first  glance,  it  wouldn't 
appear  to  be  a  link  anyone  would 
come  up  with  between  he  and 
Chris  Hesse  '98.  If  anything,  their 
love  of  baseball  would  be  the  first  thing  to  come  to  mind. 
However,  Grisham's  appearance  at  the  Nebraska  native's 
Southern  Miss  graduation  is  what  started  him  on  the  path 
that  now  has  him  in  Belize. 

"The  idea  of  spending  time  overseas  was  put  into  my 
head  when  John  Grisham  spoke  at  graduation  in  May  of 
'98,"  he  said.  "I  then  thought  of  the  Peace  Corps,  threw 
the  idea  around  a  little  bit.  I  wanted  to  get  back  into  base- 
ball, so  I  tried  to  get  into  a  European  league  and  teach 

English  at  the  same  time.  That  fell  through,  so  I  went  back  home  to  Nebraska  with  the 
intention  of  joining  the  Peace  Corps.  The  process  takes  a  while,  so  I  taught  P.E.  at  an 
inner-city  school  for  one  year  before  departing  for  Belize." 

The  Peace  Corps  is  not  a  common  answer  to  the  question  "What  are  you  going  to 
do  after  graduation?"  Obviously,  it  wasn't  one  that  Hesse  had  put  much  thought  into 
until  Grisham  pointed  his  plans  that  direction.  However,  the  idea  of  furthering  his  per- 
sonal education,  from  a  "real  world"  perspective,  appealed  to  the  former  Golden  Eagle 
center  fielder. 

"Most  people  are  going  to  give  the  generic  answer  of  'wanting  to  help  the  people, 
serve  the  country  and  give  back  to  the  world'  -  of  course,  that's  true,  but  I  have  other 
reasons  as  well,"  Hesse  said.  "Personally,  I  wanted  to  know  what  it  was  like  to  live  in  a 
third-world  country.  I  wanted  to  learn  another  language  and  culture,  grow  independent 
of  the  things  we  take  for  granted  in  the  U.S.,  grow  personally  and  spiritually,  and,  as 
John  Grisham  put  it,  'develop  a  new  appreciation  for  the  United  States  and  what  it 
means  to  be  an  American.'" 

All  this  and  speedy  too.  Hesse  made  a  name  for  himself  at  Pete  Taylor  Park  during 
his  time  with  the  Southern  Miss  baseball  team.  He  batted  .315  his  first  year  with  the 
Golden  Eagles  and  the  junior  college  transfer  improved  that  to  .322  for  his  senior  year. 
However,  it  was  what  he  did  once  he  got  on  the  bases  that  captured  attention,  as  base- 
stealing  became  his  forte\  His  junior  year  turned  out  to  be  his  strongest,  as  he  swiped 
32  bases  in  37  attempts  over  the  course  of  the  season,  the  third-highest  total  in  Confer- 
ence USA  that  year.  He  was  selected  to  the  second-team  All-Conference  USA  team  that 
season,  and  third-team  after  his  senior  campaign. 

So,  what  does  a  former  base-stealer  do  in  Belize? 

"My  job  can  be  anything  I  want  it  to  be,  (but)  the  description  is  teacher-trainer,"  he 
said.  "I  go  out  to  the  32  schools  throughout  my  district  and  assess  their  P.E.  programs.  I 
talk  to  the  teachers  and  find  out  what  their  problems  are;  I  then  try  to  develop  sustain- 
able solutions.  I  am  also  trying  to  find  some  sort  of  sponsor  or  donor  of  equipment  for 
the  schools;  the  schools  have  no  equipment,  none.  I  can  make  sock  balls  and  bean  bags 
to  go  with  milk  jug  scoopers,  but  there  is  no  substituting  real  basketballs  or  catching 
equipment.  This  will  be  a  challenge,  but  something  I  realistically  see  happening  during 
my  two  years  in  Belize.  It  will  be  like  in  the  minor  leagues,  since  I  will  spend  a  lot  of  time 
on  the  dirty  old  school  bus,  getting  to  the  rural  schools." 

The  former  Cleveland  Indians  draft  choice  will  see  his  time  in  Belize  end  down  the 
road.  How  do  you  follow  that? 

"Baseball  is  my  first  love,  and  I  would  give  anything  to  be  back  into  it.  I've  also  been 
bitten  by  the  travel  bug,  so  I  was  thinking  about  spreading  the  word  of  baseball  around 
the  world,"  he  said.  "I  am  interested  in  teaching  English  as  a  foreign  language  overseas, 
perhaps  some  more  volunteer  work  in  another  organization.  I  have  already  adopted  the 
Belizean  attitude  of  just  taking  it  one  day  at  a  time;  those  that  really  know  me  would 
probably  agree  that  there  is  no  telling  what  I  will  be  doing  in  two  years."  E« 
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POLLY  STOUT  AT  HER 
INDUCTION  INTO  THE 
USM  ALUMNI  HALL  OF 
FAME.  SHE  IS  PICTURED 
WITH  FORMER  USMAA 
PRESIDENT  LARRY 
PAYNE,  FORMER  UNIVER- 
SITY PRESIDENT  AUBREY 
K.  LUCAS  AND  FORMER 
USMAA  EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR  RON  PHILLIPS 


Mrs.  Pauline  Rogers  Stout,  a  mainstay 
at  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi 
for  the  past  half-century,  died  Dec.  23  of 
natural  causes  at  her  home. 

She  was  91. 

Known  affectionately  across  campus 
as  "Miss  Polly,"  Mrs.  Stout,  widow  of 
longtime  USM  English  Professor  and 
department  Chair  Wilbur  W.  Stout,  came 
to  the  university  as  assistant  housing 
director  in  1944,  later  serving  as  an 
instructor  of  English  and  history. 

She  served  under  four  Southern  Miss 
Presidents:  Dr.  Robert  Cecil  Cook,  Dr. 
Richard  Aubrey  McLemore,  Dr.  William  D. 
McCain  and  Dr.  Aubrey  K.  Lucas. 

Mrs.  Stout  was  research  and  editorial 
assistant  to  the  president  from  1965  until 
her  retirement  in  1977.  She  continued  to 
serve  in  that  capacity  for  Dr.  Lucas,  now 
USM  President  Emeritus,  on  a  part-  time 
basis  until  December  of  1994. 

"Polly's  career  at  Southern  Miss 
spanned  a  half  century  in  many,  many 
positions,"  said  Lucas.  "She  was  an  insti- 
tutional memory.  She  knew  the  history  of 
the  University  and,  more  importantly,  its 


people.  She  was  a  remarkable  person  and 
we  had  really  missed  her  since  her  retire- 
ment." 

Mrs.  Stout  was  a  member  of  the  USM 
Alumni  Hall  of  Fame,  edited  the  University 
bulletin  for  more  than  two  decades  and 
directed  USM's  annual  United  Way  fund- 
raising  campaign  among  University 
retirees  for  several  years. 

A  charter  member  of  the  University 
Faculty  Wives  Club,  founded  in  1945,  Mrs. 
Stout  recalled  a  day  in  the  1950s  when  the 
organization  brought  a  performance  of  the 
Passion  Play  to  the  Hattiesburg  campus. 
The  group  from  South  Dakota  traveled  with 
two  camels,  which  were  stabled  behind 
USM's  Bennett  Auditorium. 

"They  had  to  be  fed,"  Mrs.  Stout 
remembered  during  a  45th  anniversary 
reunion  of  club  charter  members.  "It  was 
the  first  and  only  time  I've  ever  fed  a 
camel." 

Mrs.  Stout  was  born  in  Gardner,  W.  Va., 
on  Nov.  4, 1909,  the  daughter  of  Lamar  Clai- 
borne Rogers  and  Dora  Lee  Shumate 
Rogers.  She  graduated  from  Princeton,  W. 
Va.,  High  School  in  1926,  subsequently 


earning  an  A.B.  Degree  from  Concord  State 
Teachers  College  in  Athens,  W.  Va.,  in  1930 
and  a  M.A.  Degree  from  the  University  of 
North  Carolina,  Chapel  Hill,  N.C.,  in  1934. 
She  married  Wilbur  White  Stout  in  1936. 

Before  coming  to  Southern  Miss,  she 
was  a  critic  teacher  at  Concord  College 
Training  School,  taught  summer  and 
extension  classes  at  Mercer  University  in 
Macon,  Ga.,  and  taught  at  Southwestern 
College  in  Memphis,  Tenn.,  and  St.  Mary's 
Episcopal  School  for  Girls  in  Memphis. 

Mrs.  Stout  was  a  member  of  Hatties- 
burg's  Main  Street  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  National  Association  of 
Women  Deans  and  Counselors,  American 
Association  of  University  Women,  Wes- 
leyan  Service  Guild,  Hattiesburg  Study 
Club,  Delta  Zeta  Sorority,  Tau  Beta  Sigma, 
Mu  Phi  Epsilon  and  Delta  Kappa  Gamma, 
and  was  an  honorary  lifetime  member  of 
the  USM  Alumni  Association. 

Memorials  may  be  made  to  the  Wilbur 
and  Pauline  Stout  Endowment  Fund 
through  the  USM  Foundation,  P.O.  Box 
10026,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406.  ^ 
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These  cards  are  accepted  at 

the  businesses  listed  below! 

Do  you  have  yours? 


www.usm.edu 


Anderson's  Rug  Market 

10%  discount  on  any  rug  purchase 

Baymont  Inn  -  # 

Nightly  rate  of  $55.00,  plus  tax 

Cabot  Lodge  - # 

Nightly  rate  of  $53.00,  plus  tax 

Cellular  One  -  # 

Save  $30  on  cellular  activation\ 

Free  pager  activation 

The  Club  House 

10%  discount  on  all  items  in  store 

Comfort  Inn 

15%  discount  on  nightly  room  rate 

Comfort  Suites 

Nightly  rate  of  $69.00,  plus  tax 

Domino's  Pizza  •  # 

20%  discount  on  any  delivery  order 

Dunhopen  Inn 

$10  savings  off  small  room  &  $20  savings 
off  large  room  nightly  rates 

Fitness  Coach 

15%  discount  off  membership  fee 

Garfield's  Restaurant  -  # 

20%  discount  on  all  food  &  drink  purchases 

Grand  Bank 

$100  discount  on  mortgage  loan  closing  costs 

j&L  Sales 

10%  discount  on  any  purchase 

Lance  Computer  Systems 

20%  discount  on  normal  labor  charges 

Legg  Mason/David  Ham 

10%  discount  on  all  store  transactions 

Original  Strick's  Bar-B-Q  -  # 

$1.00  discount  on  lunch  buffet 

Owen's  Business  Machines 

10%  discount  on  selected  items 

Parris  Jewelers 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Randy  Price  &  Company 

10%  discount  on  all  items 

Red  Lobster  Restaurant  -  # 

Free  appetizer  with  meal  purchase 

Shadow  Ridge  Golf  Club 

15%  discount  on  your  next  round  of  golf 

Signs  First 

15%  discount  on  Southern  Miss  related  signs 

Smith  Bros.  Sporting  Goods  20%  discount  on  regularly 
priced  merchandise 

Sonic  Drive-In 

Free  20  oz  drink  or  slush  with  purchase  of 
#1  or  #2  Sonic  Burger 

Southern  Interiors 

5%  discount  on  flooring  \ 

10%  discount  on  furniture  and  accessories 

Southland  Florists 

10%  discount  on  store  purchases 
(cash  &  carry  items  excluded) 

The  Trophy  Shop 

10%  discount  on  all  engravings 

University  Florist 

10%  discount  on  all  purchases 

Van  Hook  Golf  Course 

20%  discount  on  daily  greens  fees 

Villies  Restaurant 

$1.00  off  order  of  six-inch  sandwich, 
side  order,  and  large  drink\ 
$1.00  off  gameday  party  subs 

Xan's  Dinner 

Discount  on  all  food  and  beverage  purchases 

•  All  discounts  subject  to  change  or  termination  without  prior  notice. 

Please  verify  discount  with  provider  before  making  purchase. 
*-New  addition 
#-Hattiesburg  location  only. 

These  businesses  are  participants  in  the  C  JV.R.D. 

Program  with  The  University  of  Southern 

Mississippi  Alumni  Association.  By  presenting  your 

paid  alumni  membership  card  you  are  entitled  to  a 

discount  at  these  businesses. 

AA/EOE/ADAI  pps  376251/00 


Southern  Miss  is  one  of  only  168  colleges  and  universities  from  across 
•si"  the  nation  selected  as  a  site  for  the  Ronald  E.  McNair  Postbaccalaureate 
Scholars  Program. 

Dr.  John  Pojman  and  his  research  team  have  been  selected  to  prepare 
experiments  to  be  performed  by  astronauts  at  the  International  Space  Station 
-  the  only  polymer  experiments  scheduled  for  the  outer  space  testing. 

The  University  assisted  132  Pine  Belt  and  Gulf  Coast-area  teachers  in 
^  obtaining  "master  teacher"  status  through  the  National  Board  for  Profes- 
sional Teaching  Standards,  leading  to  the  state's  fifth-place  national 
ranking  in  the  number  of  NBPTS-certified  teachers. 


SOUTHERN  MISS  ALUMNI 
MARKETING  PARTNERS 


Continue  your  support  of  The  University  of  Southern  Mississippi  Alumni  Association 
by  doing  business  with  the  Association's  Marketing  Partners.  By  utilizing  the  goods 
and  services  of  these  marketing  partners,  you  will  be  generating  additional  revenue 
to  support  the  programming  and  operations  of  the  Association. 


MCI  WORLDCOM 

MCI  Worldcom  Telecommunications 

Telephone  Long-Distance  Provider.  Offers  special  rales 
to  Southern  Miss  alumni  and  supporters  for  long  distance 
services.  To  sign  up  or  switch,  call  800-WORLDCOM 
(Business)  or  800-666-8703  (Residential) 


IMkL 

exactly 

Hertz 

Automobile  Rental  Offers  special  rates  and  discounts 
for  active  members  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  .Asso- 
ciation. For  details,  go  to  www.hertz.com  or  call  Hertz 
at  800-654-2200  or  the  Association  at  601-266-5013. 


FIRST  USA 


jostens 


First  USA  Bank,  Inc. 

Affinity  Credit  Card  Company.  Offers  the  official 
Southern  Miss  VISA  card,  which  helps  benefit  the  Asso- 
ciation and  the  University.  To  apply  online,  go  to 
http://www.firstusa.com/xcards/pcards/u_south_miss_alu/ 
To  apply  by  phone,  call  800-F1RST-USA  and  specify 
credit  card  code  M241 


Josten's 

Official  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Watch.  For  mc 
mation,  call  800-523-0124  and  request  operator  A22SF. 


DiplomaDisplay 


Alumni  Holidays  International 

Organizing  International  Excursions  For 

Southern  Miss  Alumni.  For  further  information  on 
upcoming  tnps,  contact  the  Alumni  Association  at 
601-266-5013. 


On  Campus  Marketing 

Specially  Designed  Southern  Miss  Degree  Frames. 

For  more  information,  go  to  www.diplomadisp 
or  call  800-422-4100. 
5  Co  tecrHiq  hwoy.  com 


Alamo 


CareerHighway 

Job  Assistance  for  Southern  Miss  Alumni. 

information,  go  online  at  www.slallsearch  com  01  call 

800-252-5665 


Alamo 

Automobile  Rental  Offers  special  rates  and  discounts 
foi  active  members  of  the  Southern  Miss  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation. For  details,  call  Alamo  at  800-354-2322  or  the 
Association  at  601-266-5013 


American  Insurance  Administrators 
Life,  Htiiltfi  And  Short-Term  Majoi  Mcdkul  ntsunmce. 
Go  10  hup-yAvww.aia-insurartce.c         V/S  - 

or  call  800-922-1245 


WINTER 


s 


*M: 


ALUMNI CALENDAR 


»• 


MARC 


All  events  are  subject  to  change  and  should  be  confirmed. 
Any  questions  regarding  these  events  can  be  directed  to 
Chris  Moore,  Coordinator  of  Chapter  Services,  at  christo- 
pher.moore@usm.edu  or  call  (601)  266-5013. 


18-21    Destin,  Fla. 

Joe  P.  Park  /  Eagle  Club  Golf  Outing 
Location  and  Time  TBA 


2-5     Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Conference  USA  Women's  Basketball  Tournament 
Marquette  University  /  Times  TBA 

3         Southern  Miss  Campus 

Illinois  Reed  Trio 
Mannoni  P.A.C.  /  8:00  p.m. 

2-5     Milwaukee,  Wis. 

Conference  USA  Women's  Basketball 
Tournament  Marquette  University  /  j|g 
Times  TBA 

7-10  Louisville,  Ky. 

Conference  USA  Men's  Basketball 
Tournament 

University  of  Louisville  /  Times  TBA 
10-18  London,  England 

London  Theatre  Tour 
Various  Locations  and  Times 

23  Montgomery,  Ala. 

USMAA/Eagle  Club,  Dinner 
Location  and  Time  TBA 

24  Birmingham,  Ala. 

USMAA/Eagle  Club,  Brunch 
Location  and  Time  TBA 


20  Hattiesburg,  Miss. 

USM  Foundation  Black  Tie  Dinner 

Lake  Terrace  Convention  Center  /  Time  TBA 

21  Southern  Miss  Campus 

School  of  Music  Annual  Picnic 
FAB.  Lawn /11:00  a.m. 

Southern  Miss  Campus 

Percussion  Ensemble  and  Steel  Band  Concert 

Mannoni  P.A.C. /8:00  p.m. 

Mobile,  Ala. 

Mobile  Bay  Classic  Golf  Tournament 

Location  and  Time  TBA 

Mobile,  Ala. 

USMAA/Eagle  Club,  Dinner 

Location  and  Time  TBA 
24-29  Southern  Miss  Campus 

Silver  and  Boyd's  A-MY  NAME  IS  ALICE 

Gilbert  F.  Hartwig  Theatre  /  Times  Various 
25  Huntsville,  Ala. 

USMAA/Eagle  Club,  Lunch 

Location  and  Time  TBA 


3 


24 


29 


29-31 


Southern  Miss  Campus 

Chuck  Davis  Dance  Company  Concert 
Mannoni  P.A.C. /8:00  p.m. 
Southern  Miss  Campus 

Itzhak  Perlman  Concert  with 
USM  Orchestra 

Bennett  Auditorium  /  8:00  p.m. 
Southern  Miss  Campus 

Lee  Blessing's  F0RTINBRAS 
Martha  R.  Tatum  Theatre  /  8:00  p.m. 


25 


25 


26 


27 


APR 


5  Southern  Miss  Campus 

Roberto  Aussel  Guitar  Concert 

Bennett  Auditorium  /  8:00  p.m. 

6-8      EAGLEFEST  2000  WEEKEND 

6  Baseball:  Southern  Miss  vs.  Saint  Louis 
Pete  Taylor  Park  /  6:30  p.m. 

6         Sports  Hall  of  Fame  Inductions 
J.B.  George  Commons  /  7:00  p.m. 

6  Department  of  Theatre  and  Dance 
Spring  Concert 

Mannoni  PAC/ 8:00  p.m. 

7  1958  Team/Former  Players  Golf  Tournament 
Hattiesburg  Country  Club  /Time  TBA 

7  Black  and  Gold  Game 

The  Rock/ 1:00  p.m. 
7         Baseball:  Southern  Miss  vs.  Saint  Louis 

Pete  Taylor  Park /3:30  p.m. 

7  Department  of  Theatre  and  Dance 
Spring  Concert 

Mannoni  PAC /8:00  p.m. 

8  Baseball:  Southern  Miss  vs.  Saint  Louis 
Pete  Taylor  Park /1:00  p.m. 

8         Carillon  Handbell  Concert 

First  Presbyterian  Church  /  2:30  p.m. 


Nashville,  Tenn. 

USMAA/Eagle  Club,  Dinner 
Location  and  Time  TBA 
Southern  Miss  Campus 

Boys  Choir  of  Harlem  Concert 
Reed  Green  Coliseum  /  8:00  p.m. 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

USMAA/Eagle  Club,  Dinner 
Location  and  Time  TBA 
Atlanta,  Ga. 

Kristen  Bower  Memorial  Scholarship  Golf 

Tournament 

Chateau  Elan  Golf  Course  / 12:45  p.m. 


For  more  University  information,  visit  the 
Southern  Miss  web  site  at  www.usm.edu  and 
click  on  "Calendars" 

For  Golden  Eagle  Athletics  schedules  and 
updates,  visit  www.southernmiss.com 

For  College  of  The  Arts  schedules  and 
information,  visit  www.arts.usm.edu 


Share  the  milestones  in  your  life 

with  other  Southern  Miss  alumni. 

To  be  a  part  of  the  classnotes 

section  of  The  Talon, 

please  fill  out  this  form  and  mail  to: 

USM  Alumni  Association 

Box  5013,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39406 

Or  email  us  at  alumni@usm.edu. 

DATE    

NAME 

Include  maiden  name  or  nickname  if  applicable. 

CLASS  YEAR  

DEGREE 

ADDRESS 


PHONE 


E-MAIL  ADDRESS 


FAMILY  INFORMATION 

If  applicable 

SPOUSE 

Include  maiden  name  or  nickname,  if  applicable. 

CLASS  YEAR  

DEGREE 


CHILDREN. 


Names  and  ages 


YOUR  NEWS 
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THE  TALON 


Attach  additional  pages  and  photos  if  you'd  like. 

Please  enclose  a  self-addressed,  stamped  envelope  to 

return  any  materials  you  send.  Please  mark  photos  clearly. 


Life  Membershi 


Former  Mississippi  Lieutenant  Governor 

s   Evelyn  Gandy,  '3  7-'40 

t  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
Gandy  graduated  from  the  University  of  Mississippi 


I 


H     M     E     N    T    S 

Ms.  Gandy  graduated  from  the  University  of  Mississippi 
School  of  Law  in  1943  as  the  only  woman  in  her  class  and  the 
first  woman  to  be  elected  president  of  the  student  body. 
She  was  elected  to  the  Legislature  as  Representative  from 
Forrest  County  in  1948  and  subsequently  served  as 
Assistant  Attorney  General  and  Commissioner  of  Public 
Welfare  -  the  first  woman  to  be  appointed  to  these 
>ositions.  Her  statewide  elective  offices  include  State 
Treasurer,  '60-'64,  '68-'72;  Commissioner  of  Insur- 
ance, 72-76;  and  Lieutenant  Governor,  76-'80.  She 
was  the  first  woman  to  serve  in  each  of  these  offices. 
She  ran  for  governor  twice,  losing  both  times  in  close 
races.  Her  many  honors  include  the  Margaret  Brent 
Award  from  the  American  Bar  Association,  the  Lindy 
Boggs  Women  in  Public  Service  Award  and  the 
Southern  Miss  Alumni  Hall  of  Fame. 

URRENTLY 

She  currently  practices  law  in  Hattiesburg  with 
Ingram  and  Associates. 

FAMILY 


Evelyn  and  her  sister  Frances,  now  retired  after  leading  Mis- 
sissippi as  a  pioneer  in  social  work,  live  in  their  family  home 
in  the  Glendale  community  north  of  Hattiesburg. 

THE        UNIVERSITY 

"Southern  Miss  played  a  vital  role  in  preparing  me  for  my 
career  in  public  service.  My  training  and  experience  as  a 
member  of  our  champion  debating  team  at  USM  have  been 
invaluable  to  me  in  both  my  political  and  legal  undertakings, 
and  the  friends  I  have  made  through  the  years  through  South- 
ern Miss  have  been  among  my  strongest  sup- 
porters and  colleagues.  My  dream  is  that  more 
of  our  gifted  students  will  be  motivated  to  pre- 
pare themselves  for  public  service  through  the 
outstanding  academic  programs  at  Southern 
Miss  and  that  they  will  become  leaders  in  our 
state's  next  generation  of  public  officials.' 


SOUTHERN 

I  MISSISSIPPI  I 

•ALUMNI- 


iion 


Pride  •  Loyalty  •  Excellence 


NEW    LIFE    MEMBERS 

Thanks  to  each  of  you  who  renewed 
a  membership  in  the  USM  Alumni 
Association.We  welcome  the 
following  new  Lifetime  Members 
to  our  Association: 

KELI  COPELAND  LAWING 

DAVID  CALVIN  MORRIS 

TAMMY  INMAN  MORRIS 

CHARLES  M.  FOREMAN 

LUCILE  E.  HILL 

MARY  L.  MULLIGAN 

GLORIA  BILBO  THOMPSON 

PHYLLIS  BILBO  HOLLAND 

AVEN  CURIS  BILBO,  JR. 

RUSSELL  E.  BYRD 

ARTHUR  MORA 

JILL  KRISTEN  MORA 

DANNY  T.  HAVARD 

MELINDA  W.  HAVARD 

JERRY  MOORE 

CATHY  WAITES  MOORE 

LYNNE  E.  BISCHOF 

GRETCHEN  GRANTHAM  WATERS 

ROSE  MARY  SMITH 

MICHAEL  V  RATLIFF 

REBECCA  R.  RATLIFF 

CORRADO  R.  LUTZ 


19  10 
PERIODICAL 


THE  UNIVERSITY  OF  SOUTHERN  MISSISSIPPI 

ALUMNI  ASSOCIATION 

Box  5013 

Hattiesburg,  MS  39406-5013 


